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[bookmark: _GoBack]ON THE 6/2/18 ALL THE STUDENTS AND SOME OF THE TUTORS ,WENT ON A FIELDTRIP TO BLAENAVON,THE IRONWORKS AND THE BIG PIT .PEOPLE WHO WENT ON THE BUS WERE JOINED BY A GUEST SPEAKER , HER NAME IS , RUTH TAYLOR- DAVIES , WHO IS A SPECIALIST IN INDUSTRIALHERITAGE ,AND REGENERATION.    DURING OUR VISIT WE VISITED THE IRONWORKS , AND THE WORLD HERITAGE SITE , IN THE MORNING ,AND THEN IN THE AFTERNOON WE VISITED THE BIG PIT .WELL OF ALL THE DAYS WE DESIDED TO GO IT WAS ACUALLY SNOWING , WE WERE ALL WALKING INTO THE TOWN IN THE SNOW WHICH WAS REALLY QUIET NICE .  RUTH TAYLOR – DAVIES GAVE   US A GUIDED TOUR  WE WALK IN TO THE TOWN TO A STREET IT WAS CALLED BROADSTREET , THEN WE WENT DOWN TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH IT WAS VERY INTRESTING TO NO THAT THE CHURCH HAD REAL IRON WINDOWS , THEN WE MOVED ON TO BLAENAVON COMMUNITY MUSEUM , WHICH I FOUND VERY INTERESTING TO SEE HOW THINGS WERE USED IN THE OLDEN -DAYS .THE MAGNIFICENT BLAENAVON WORKMENS HALL , WAS BUILT BY THE WORKERS OF BLAENAVON IN 1894. IT WAS NICE TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT THIS FASINATING BUILDING ,AND ITS HISTORY .THIS SMALL MUSEUM PACKS A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION INTO A REALLY SMALL SPACE ,INCLUDING AN INSIGHT INTO THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR ALEXANDER CORDELL.THE MUSEUM IS ACUALLY RUN BY VOLENTEERS ,OR EX MINERS ,AND WORK MEN .   THEY WERE ALL VERY NICE MEN THERE THEY LET US ALL HAVE A LOOK AROUND AND TALKED US THREW A LOT OF THINGS .THE MAN WE SPOKE TO HIS NAME WAS KARL ,A LOVELY GENTALMAN , HE WAS TELLING US THE WORKERS USED TO GET PAID IN TALLY MONEY BUT YOU COULD ONLY SPEND THE MONEY IN THE TALLY SHOPS , WHICH WAS OWENED BY IRONWORKERS .   HARROLD PARRY CORDEL , TOLD US ABOUT THE TRAIN LINES , TO ABERGAVENY TO GO TO NEWPORT .WE WENT INTO THIS LITTLE ROOM AND SAW PICTURES OF ALEXANDER CORDELL,THERE WAS TALK HE BURRIED HIS FIRST WIFE AND SECOND WIFE IN THE SAME PLACE VERY STRANGE .THE WORKERS BUILT THE HALL HALF PENCE EACH TOWARDS IT .   1895 .    I MYSELF FOUND TIS VERY INTERESTING TO LOOK BACK ON ALL THE OLD THINGS THEY USE TO USE CHALK AND CHALK BOARDS TO DO THERE WRITING ON .   THEY HAD OLD IRONS HEAVY ONES ,THEY HAD POTS THAT WERE KEPT UNDER THE BED IN THE NIGHT TO GO TO THE TOILET IN .   WE WERE MEANT TO GO TO THE IRONWORKS BUT WE COUDNT GO ON THIS VISIT AS IT WAS CLOSED BECAUSE OF THE SNOW ,SO THEN WE MADE OUR WAY TO THE BIG PIT ,WELL WHAT A VERY INTERESTING PLACE ASWELL,  WE WERE MEANT TO GO ON A UNDERGROUND TOUR AT 1,OCLOCK,   BUT THE WORK MEN HAD TO CANCELL IT AS THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG WITH ONE OF THE CADGES ,AND THE LINE .    SO THE MEN WERE TRYING TO FIX IT  SO WE COULD GO ON THE TOUR BUT THEY DIDN’T MANAGE TO GET IT FIXED IN TIME .WHICH WAS SUCH A SHAME THAT WAS THE PART I WAS REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO .   SO WE DIDN’T MANAGE TO GO TO THE IRONWORKS OR THE UNDERGOUND TOUR .      SO WE WENT INTO A ROOM WHICH LOOKED A BIT LIKE A LITTLE CHURCH , AND IT WAS LOVELY AND WARM IN THERE , IT WAS THE ROOM YOU WAITED IN BEFORE YOU GO UNDERGROUND , YOU COULD WATCH A VIDEO BEFORE  GOING DOWN .THEN THERE WERE OTHER ROOMS THERE WE SAW A VICTORIAN DRESS FOR A CHILD .  THE EX MINERS WERE TELLING US STORIES ABOUT THE YOUNG CHILDREN THAT USE TO HAVE TO GO TO WORK IN THE MINES,AND THAT THEY USE TO HAVE TO GO TO WORK IN THE DARK ,THEN HAD TO GO DOWN THE MINE WHICH WAS VERY DARK , THEN WORK ALL DAY THEN FINISH WORK AND IT WAS STILL DARK , SO THE POOR CHILDREN NEVER GOT TO SEE ANY DAY LIGHT REALLY , ITS SO SAD , WE DON’T KNOW HOW LUCKY WE ARE .    WE WERE IN THE LAMP ROOM , AND THEY WERE SAYING THE LAMPS WERE THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIGHT FOR THE MINERS  , WHEN THEY WENT UNDERGROUND .  THE BIG PIT IS A LIVING , BREATHING REMINDER OF THE COAL INDUSTRY , IN WALES .   IT STANDS ON THE EASTEN RIM OF SOTH WALES  COALFIELD ,  WHERE COAL  OUTCROPS ON THE HILLSIDES , IRON-ORE AND LIMESTONE , WERE ALSO FOUND HERE , SO IT WAS NATURAL FOR  IRONWORKERS , TO BE FOUNDED AT BLAENAVON .   BIG PIT WAS A WORKING COAL MINE UNTIL IT CLOSED , IN THE 1980.    THEN IN 1983 IT BECAME  A MUSEUM , OF THE SOTH WALES  MINING  INDUSTRY , AND ON FEBUARY 2001 IT BECAME   INCORPORATED INTO THE NATIONAL MUSEUM AND GALLERIES OF WALES AND NATIONAL MINING MUSEUM .  NOW IT STANDS HIGH ON THE BROKEN – CLAD MOORS OF NORTH GWENT , IMPORTING VISITORS INSTEAD OF COAL . THE HIGHLIGHT OF  THE VISIT IS THE HOUR- LONG UNDERGROUND  , TOUR LED BY EX-MINERS , WHICH TAKES YOU DOWN IN THE PIT CAGE , TO WALK THROUGH UNDERGROUND ROADWAYS , AIR  DOORS , STABLES , AND ENGINE HOUSES  BUILT BY  GENERATIONS OF MINEWORKERS . WHEN YOU SPEAK TO THE EX- MINERS THEY ARE QUIET HAPPY TO TELL YOU A FEW STORYS ABOUT WORKING DOWN THE MINES .ITS FASENATING TO LISTEN TO THEM  , YOU CAN FEEL FOR THEM MEN WHAT THEY USE TO EXPERIENCE  WORKING DOWN THERE .  YOU ACUALLY REALISE WHAT LIFE MUST HAVE BEEN LIKE FOR A COAL MINER .ONCE YOU COMLETED THE TOUR YOU HAVE A LOVELY GIFT SHOP , AND A COFFEE SHOP TO GO TO AFTER .  SO TO BE HONEST I HAVE NEVER BEEN TO BIG PIT BEFORE , SO IT WAS THE FIRST TIME FOR ME  AND I WOULD CERTAINLY  LIKE TO GO BACK THERE AGAIN . I HOPE THE UNDERGROUND TOUR WILL BE WORKING , AND THE IRONWORKS OPEN , BECAUSE I REALLY WANT TO HAVE A LOOK AND EXPERIENCE IT ALL AGAIN .   AMAZING EXPERIENCE 
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