OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Appendix A: Observation Record 1

	Date and time, year group:  
Year 6.    27/9/2022.       Roughly 9am.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Year 6 classroom, in first 10 minutes of the day.
· The class were going about the their morning routine

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher reminded the class that part of their morning routine was to “check in” on the emotions/wellbeing display. 
A child sighed loudly, and said “I hate the pegs” (referring to the check in display)

After they came back from putting their peg on the display, I asked them “Why don’t you like the pegs? 

They replied
“We already do Sut wyt ti? In the register” 
“Not all the feelings are on there”


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· What method of emotional check in is the most effective? Verbal, on a display, something else entirely?

· Does the methods that work with younger pupils work as effectively with the older pupils? 

· Do the year 6 pupils need the language used to dicsuss feelings to go deeper than “happy, sad, tired”. Eg. Frustrated, lonely, anxious.

· Research into SEAL and co-construction – maybe working with the class to create this display and having pupil input into the feelings would increase the children’s willingness to use it? 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)




Appendix B: Oberservation Record 2
	Date and time, year group:    27th of September. Year 6, session 2 (10:15-11:15am)


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Year 6 classroom
· Maths & Numeracy session 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Children were completing the end-of-topic reflection note to their teacher. The children were encouraged to write what zone they were in – comfort, stretch or danger zone. 

Also reminded to discuss their learning behaviours, what they demonstrated as well as what they could try to work on the next topic. 
5 learning behaviours were resourcefulness, resilience, reflection, perseverance and making improvements. These were displayed in the classroom. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

What evidence is there about end-of-topic reflection and reviews?
Evidence about learning behaviours? What theorists could this link to?

How could teachers go more than surface level – how do the reflections impact future lessons? Pupil led?

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Higher “pathway” class – may have been more comfortbale writing reflections as they may have higher understanding of the topic. Would children who were less confident in the topic, in the other classes, been less willing to write a reflection? 

System used in this school:
· At the start of a new topic, children complete an Activating Prior knowledge (APK) mindmap, with what they know about the said topic before any teaching. 
· The children then complete a “pathway’ test 
· The pathway the children correspond to in this test is then used to split the 3 Y6 classes into three numeracy classes. 
· At the end of each lesson, the children write a note to the teacher, saying “Dear _______, I was in the ______ zone with this lesson because _____”
· At the end of the topic, the children go back to the pathway assessment and complete the second column. The teacher marks this, and highlights the learning outcomes the children can now complete to show progress.
· The children then return to the APK mindmap and add new phrases or things they’ve learned in a coloured pen.
· Then the end of topic reflection note is written to the teacher, including
· Zone, Strengths, Weaknesses, A new skill learnt, Learning behaviours used, Learning behaviours to develop


Appendix C: Observation Record 3

	Date and time, year group: Year 6, 27th September, session 2 (10:15-11:15am)


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Y6 classroom, maths & numeracy session (higher pathway group).

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

When marking after yesterday’s maths session, the teacher noticed that a child with EAL had misunderstood the task. The answers to the sums he had done were right, but the sums had not been rounded (the LO) first, meaning the child had not met the LO. 
The teacher felt this was a language barrier rather than an issue of mathematical ability.

At the start of today's lesson, the teacher asked if I would mind working with the child to go back to these ‘incorrect’ sums, and explain that we needed to round the numbers before doing the sum. 
The child very quickly got the hang of what he needed to do, and after working through a few together he asked 
“Miss, can I do the rest by myself now?”



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


What form of instruction works best for children with EAL? Written, verbal, 1:1?


Child had been in school since Y1 – however speaks no English at home. Impact of parental language.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


School’s EAL stats = 32%







Appendix D: EXPERIENCE TEMPLATE

1. What did you do and why?
Describe your professional experience. You may wish to refer to your role or involvement, why you had engaged in this experience and the intended outcomes. You can also mention any particular professional standards you had chosen to focus on.


For the SHARE phase of my first bridging experience, I was placed in a Year 6 class in a large school. The way the day was organised was that children were placed in “pathway” groups for literacy and numeracy, based on the learning outcomes they were working towards in the current topic. Moreover, the classes were altered for each topic, so no child was ‘stuck’ in a particular pathway, and could access the most appropriate teaching. When explaining the system, the teacher used the example of “one child could be great at fractions, but not have much understanding of telling the time”. I was really impressed with the way the school organised this, which was something I did not get to see in my old school, which was a very small, one-form entry. 

The independence of the children in Year 6 meant I was able to step back and take the role of the observer more easily. However, on day 2 in particular, I was able to get involved in the lessons and work with pupils. I worked with an EAL pupil in maths to clear up a misunderstanding he’d had the day before about what the task was meant to be. He very quickly realised what he needed to do, and asked “Miss, can I do the rest by myself please?” This led me to wonder about how instructions are given to pupils with EAL, and this is a topic I may explore for my assignment. 


2. What have you learned?
You might want to consider some of the following: why is this experience important or relevant? How does it relate to your overall learning, development and/or use of the standards? Did it meet the intended outcomes? Any lessons learned? What are the implications for colleagues and learners? How will you share what you’ve learned?

As my previous experience in schools has been in Foundation Phase or with children with ALN, I found being in a Year 6 class really interesting. I was surprised by the number of similarities I spotted to the Foundation Phase, however, this is a positive sign that the new Curriculum is starting to manifest in terms of a less stark difference between the Foundation Phase and KS2. 


I saw some great examples of the Pedagogy Standard – particularly “Learners leading learning” and “Reflection on Learning”. At the end of each lesson, the children wrote a reflective note to the teacher;
“Dear Mr/Mrs/Miss ____, I was in the _____ zone today because _____). 

The children used the terms ‘stretch zone’, ‘comfort zone and ‘danger zone’ to let the teacher know how they were getting on, but more so as an opportunity for them to reflect on their own learning and understanding. This is an example of the ‘Learning Zone Model’ developed by Tom Senninger, based on the work of Vygotsky. I plan on reading more about this and will look out in my placement school if they do anything similar. 

I also observed a great example of the standard “Challenge and expectations”. As previously mentioned, the children were grouped into “pathway” classes, based on their understanding of the topic prior to any teaching. The phase planning meant that all children in Years 5 and 6 had access to 6 challenges, increasing in difficulty. Despite being grouped by pathway, the children all had a choice of what challenge number to complete during that lesson. They were also encouraged to move across challenges if they started one, and found it too easy or too challenging. 


3. What Next?
Is there anything you intend to do as a result of this experience? You might want to consider some of the following questions: Are there any specific actions that you will take? What would you do in similar circumstances in the future? Is there anything you intend to change? Do you have plans for any further learning or development opportunities? If so, who or what can help - using the standards, people, written resources, online materials, workshops etc? How will you share what you’ve learned?


Sharing this experience with colleagues on the blog forum will hopefully provide useful insight into the thoughts of others, showing collaboration and sharing of professional ideas. 


I would like to do more research into instructions for EAL pupils, as this is something I have not experienced before and would like to be more prepared for my upcoming placement. 


It will be interesting to see how my placement school structures and plans literacy and numeracy, and have the evidence photos from this Bridging experience as a comparison. I am intrigued by how different schools are implementing the new curriculum and what this looks like in day-to-day lessons.
