HISTORY AND THEORY

ARCHITECTURE IN MY HOMETOWN
MIHAELA STOINEA

STUDENT NR:1918817
Table of Contents

3INTRODUCTION


3ROMANIAN ATHENAEUM


6PALACE OF PARLIAMENT


7CONCLUSIONS


8References




INTRODUCTION

Because I was born in Bucharest Romania, I chose two of the most important buildings in my hometown the Romanian Athenaeum and the Palace of Parliament. It will be shown the different architecture and style, and what both mean to the Romanian people. 
ROMANIAN ATHENAEUM

   In the past many contemporaries criticized the location where it was built because it was too far from the city centre and very hard to reach, especially in winter. Today the Romanian Athenaeum is in one of the most populated areas of Bucharest on the Benjamin Franklin Street. It was built in 1886-1888 after the plans of the French architect Albert Galleron in a combination of neoclassical and eclectic style. Scarlat Rosetti who donated for the construction of the Athenaeum the amount of 200 thousand lei-gold with the generosity of the public and the initiative of some Romanian people made this achievable from a financial point of view (Voican, 2021).
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fig. 1 Romanian Athenaeum (Voican, 2021)
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   The commission for the execution of the premises retained the preliminary project presented by the French architect Albert Galleron and the plan is subject to expertise to expedite the work. In the report present by the commission was pointed out that he considered in the research that made the preliminary project not to neglect anything to ensure both the good organization of special services and all the guarantees of comfort, and especially security indispensable for any building intended to contain not only a large congestion of people, but also significant collections of literary or artistic riches. He had also studied the prevention of any fire or the form of destroying its effects, insisting to give the construction all due solidity and to imprint in the smallest details a high character of seriousness, justice and reason. Some of the recommendations that were made analysing the construction part, was about the lack of calculations to justify whether the thickness of the foundation walls could safely support the weight of future constructions and whether the dimensions of the walls intended to support the dome are strong enough to withstand its weight and lateral thrusts (Noica, n.d.).
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Fig. 3 Romanian Athenaeum Plans (Antichitati, n.d.)
The building was erected in two stages, the first building itself, the main body, above which the dome was build, and an annex glued behind the building.
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 Fig. 4 Romanian Athenaeum Section (Antichitati, n.d.)
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Fig. 5 Romanian Athenaeum Front View (Antichitati, n.d.)
   As for the materials, all the stonework was made available, which had to be placed at the same time as the masonry was build, where all the iron beams with the exact lengths according to the places and the cast iron or iron columns will be required. For greater strength, a metal frame on the masonry was required, which is particularly suitable for countries subject to earthquakes. The hall has a ceiling above it, suspended by means of steel bars from the metal frame of the dome. The frame of this dome is made of mild steel, and it consists of 20 radially arranged rafters, a central locking ring and "heating" rings. The weight of the frame, together with the window frames, is 42,000 kg, which means 63kg / m2 surface to cover. The central dome, covered with zinc, ends with an ornamental crown from which rises the tripod, reminiscent of a masterpiece of Greek architecture. As for the lighting in the library and museum, it was done naturally, and the museum required that the light should come from the north to protect objects exposed to light reflections, which are very harmful to paintings (Voican, 2021).
   The Romanian Athenaeum is a concert hall and an emblematic building of Bucharest. It is a sumptuous building that impresses with its shape and style. Due to its location, in the centre of the capital, the area is quite crowded but once you step inside you are greeted by a fresco that is 3 meters wide and 70 meters long. The big concert hall is imposing, with a diameter of 28.50 meters, a height of 16 meters and a capacity of 1000 seats.
PALACE OF PARLIAMENT
   The Palace of Parliament was built after the 1977 earthquake in Bucharest for the communist leader Nicolae Ceausescu who wanted a house on a safer surface from a seismic point of view. It was a good excuse to shave part of the historic city to build a new civic centre. Because the Ceausescu spouses were not good at architecture, they turned to a team of 300 architects led by Professor Lazarescu who was gradually replaced by Anca Petrescu. During the realization of the project Ceausescu requested countless modifications and that is why the palace has out-of-scale dimensions (Stanila, 2021).[image: image6.png]Vast'square hosting
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With a build-up area of 73,615 square meters, 270 meters long, 245 meters wide, 84 meters high and 16 meters deep, the building has an area of 365,000 square meters. Many spaces build in the Palace do not have precise functions and the large dimensions and forced symmetries are the result of Ceausescu’s whims. The corridors are too wide and excessively decorated, the distance between the toilets are hundreds of meters because he did not allow toilets in the central area (Team, 2009).
The materials that were used were almost entirely Romanian:

· 1,000,000 cubic meters of marble
· 550,000 tons of cement

· 700,000 tons of steel
· 2,000,000 tons of sand

· 1,000 tons of basalt

· 900,000 cubic meters of wood

· 3,500 tons of crystal

· 200,000 cubic meters of glass

· 2,800 chandeliers

· 220,000 square meters of carpets
· 3,500 square meters of leather

The building was opened to the public in 1990 and could go anywhere technically possible. Even if for many it is a beautiful building, for many others it is a waste and a reminder of the 57,000 families who were evacuated by Ceausescu to build this building (Team, 2009).
CONCLUSIONS

   The essay shows the difference between the two buildings. One that was made by the hearts and generosity of people with a lot of thinking, planning, taste and style and the one made on the backs of people by a cruel and proud leader. Both are still impacting Bucharest today in good and bad ways even if most of the Romanian people never visited them. By doing research on both of them, it changed my view on them and in the future, I will look different at a building and at what cost it was built.
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