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Who were the key players at this time?

In the 1800’s, Coming behind England, Wales was the second leading industrial nation. The industrial revolution altered Wales and transformed people’s way of living and working in the area.
Llanelli was a major player in this revolution, before the 1800’s coal mining was the predominant industry in the area, this is what attracted English industrialists, the coal. An important person in this happening was Alexander Raby, financing many industrial projects in the area.
Alexander Raby was a major player in iron mastery in Llanelli taking over the Stradey iron works in 1796, pumping money into the community with his projects. Wanting to link all his endeavours he built railways and steam engines linking his ironworks with his new pits he’d had sunk. Along with other products they produced ammunition for the nepoleonic wars.


                                                        (Llanellich.org.uk 2018[image: ])
Between 1806 to 1809 Alexander Raby came into financial difficulty, installing unauthorised tramways and railways and not paying the tolls caught up with him. He was also fined for not paying rent on the Stradey estate. Continuing to have financial difficulty Stradey ironworks was up for sale by 1809.
During this time there was a copper boom, the Llanelli copper works co was founded in the area by Charles Neville leading to expansion, transporting via railway. The industrial revolution created the opportunity of smelting iron ore with coke producing higher quality metals including iron and steel. Llanelli had many establishments that produced tinplate employing 5000 members of the community making up 25% of Llanelli’s population, vastly improving the local economy (weswaleschronicle.co.uk, 2019).


How were the workers treated at this time?
Alexander Raby’s staff were said to be paid well, that they “eat pound notes on well buttered sandwiches”. But by 1830 the Llanelli copperworks now run by Mary Glascott and sons were employing slaves. There was a high demand for copper and the materials needed for this had to be obtained from Cuban mines which were worked by slaves. Using the Cuban mines was profitable for the Glascott’s also using slaves making up 64% of the workforce, who were beaten and tortured ( the copper industry and slave trade 2020).
 The effect on the environment.
With the growth of the metal industries, grew pollution. At the time not considered a problem and with no resources or knowledge to do so. The “copper smoke” was one of the worst pollutants in the nineteenth century especially in south wales. The problems with this were that the workers and local residents were breathing it in, causing health issues, pollution of soil, thus affecting the farm animals and lastly the sulphur dioxide produced in copper smoke when mixed with moisture could cause acid rain, effecting agricultural land which had a knock on effect in the long term ( environmentandsociety.org 1996).
Why wales?
With Wales having all the natural resources such as coal, iron and copper ores and also people willing to work with the right skill sets, this was a good starting point of the attraction to the area. With the welsh coastline there was access to transporting to and from ports which was an advantage as roads/tracks were of poor quality. The easy access to raw materials in the area led to the success and profitability in the industrial era in Wales. Another benefit was the abundance of water available, this helped with the use of water wheels and turbines used for power.  All of this contributes to the success of Wales being the world’s first industrial nation (museuminsider.co.uk 2013).
The technology used.
The Britannica says that the evolution of techniques for working with iron and steel was one of the outstanding british achievements of the industrial revolution. Changing from the use of charcoal to coal increased production of those products, wales was the area for coal which attributed to welsh success in the industrial revolution. In turn the dependence on forests for charcoal lessened and changed to the dependence on coal mines of wales instead (britannica.com 2020).
The economy
There were drastic changes in the industrial revolution in Llanelli.a predomonantly agricultural led community diversified to an industrialised community, the population doubled in 50 years. With the iron industry booming farm workers changed to work for industrial led companies. With many people moving to the area for these jobs bringing money to the community. The wages being considerably higher than that of farm work (familysearch.org 2016).
Llanelli was a big player in Wales in the industrial revolution, it changed the shape of a nation. Bringing many jobs to the area, thus supporting other businesses in the area as the money would work its way through the whole community. It completely transformed the way locals lived in Llanelli. For nearly two hundred years Llanelli thrived with the metal industry producing 50% of the worlds tin. Going from a relatively small population dominated by agriculture using old and dated techniques to being industrialised, doubling the population and bringing wealth to the area. Wales was the front runner for the distribution of metals in the world and Llanelli played a very big part in that in the industrial revolution. Putting it on the map of history. 
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