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[bookmark: _Toc100583569]Introduction
This chapter will discuss the methods chosen to investigate women’s perception of trust in the police. It will discuss and justify the use of questionnaires as the primary method of data collection, as well as the chosen data sample. Following on this chapter will discuss the analytic methods chosen to process the data, investigating the philosophical justifications for these measures regarding my frame of research. This chapter will also discuss the ethical implications of this research and the decisions made to ensure safety and harm reduction throughout. Finally, this chapter will discuss the limitations of the chosen research methods including both practical and theoretical barriers met during this research and what might be done better in the future. The research that has been chosen to gain information is a questionnaire, this will be distributed online through social media.
[bookmark: _Toc100583570]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc100583571]Research Philosophy
The research philosophy for this project will be positivism. Positivist research philosophy is most relevant to this investigation because it suggests that positivism is the research philosophy that involves the generalisation of research in order to obtain an overview of the society” (Collis and Hussey,2014). This project is trying to find out people’s opinion on why women may lose trust in police when reporting cases of domestic violence. So, with using a questionnaire to gain their opinions makes most sense. As opposed to interpretivism which believes in gathering more in-depth data which is subjective and would not be appropriate because this way argues that it is essential to have this outlook on the research to be able to understand and explain any complex behaviour and action of an individual (Bryman,2016). It is believed that because an individual defines ‘reality’ differently the results are therefore subjective instead of it being objective (Collis and Hussey,2014). An advantage to these methods is that the participants feeling, and perceptions can be explored which allows the researcher to have a deeper understanding to what they are looking at. This will be helpful if any open questions are asked. However, for the research a positivism approach will be undertaken this is because a questionnaire will be used to gain the data needed to answer the question that is asked of this dissertation. 
[bookmark: _Toc100583572]Approach
Inductive and deductive approaches to research methods are the most common. An inductive technique is generating a conclusion or theory based on research findings and data (Wilson et al,2010.) A deductive method, on the other hand, entails creating hypotheses based on current theory and doing research to confirm or refute such hypotheses (Wilson et al, 2010). There is previous research into whether there is a mistrust in police for women, so for this dissertation a deductive approach will be used. This is because inductive research is more like where you enter a research field, make observations and then us those observations to drive what will be researched. Where deductive you already have a hypothesis, and you are just doing more research to find and answer to the hypothesis. 
[bookmark: _Toc100583573]Strategy 
This section is to look at the practical uses of why questionnaires are good and relevant for my study. Firstly, they are quick, easy and provide a good source of data for a research project that is short and unfunded. They give me the option to have lots of data points where people answer the same questions for comparison. They are internally valid, because they have the same conditions for all participants. The demographic information at the start means I am  able to compare feedback between age ranges, genders, religions, sexual orientations etc. In terms of research methods using a question are a good way of collecting information useful due to its ability to allow people to fully answer in their own opinion since many questions in a questionnaire are open and mostly need what the person answering thinks about the topic being asked. As the information that will be collected from these questionnaires will be in relation to the trust in police for women when reporting domestic violence and understanding peoples stands on how they would feel if they were in that situation. The participants will include any women aged 18+ there will also be an option for males and non-binary. Even though the research is about women’s opinions on the matter it would be interesting to see how other look at the issue. In this questionnaire there will be question asked to gain their opinions, which includes multiple choice questions to see how people opinions differ depending on their perspective. This questionnaire will be anonymous and will not go into too much personal detail. An example of questions that will be asked include which of the following has affected your trust in the police as an organisation? 
[bookmark: _Toc100583574]Ethical consideration
With ethics there are three key elements, therefore at the beginning a ethics form was conducted this was in order to assure that any issues were being taken into consideration in a professional and effective manner. First, before any participants take part in the study, they will be made fully aware of what will be asked of them so that they can make an informed decision on whether they want to continue to take part. Participation of any questionnaire is voluntary, therefore any person that takes part has the right to withdraw at any point they want. Because of the sensitivity of the study there will be an extra level of care for any person who is or has been a victim of domestic violence themselves, this will be prevented by giving a warning at the beginning of the questionnaire reminding the participants what questions will be asked. Throughout the whole study privacy will be the most important part, no personal question will be asked such as name or anything that can be easily identifiable such as nicknames. Questionnaire can be reliable to any research this is because the answers that are provided will be honest. However, there is no way of fully knowing whether the answer the respondent has provided is one hundred percent honest, but I will make sure when asking the question, it will be clear that I would like them to be as honest as they can be. Questionnaires are great in keeping privacy of the participants whatever they answer will be kept between them and the researcher. As a researcher and analyst, I will ensure ethical handling of the data and that I will present its finding as they are received. the responses from the questionnaires will be presented in full in the appendices of the research or stored for confirmation for the length of the research project and a year after submission.
[bookmark: _Toc100583575] Limitations
Like any research method questionnaires have its limitations some of these limitations can either be an advantage or a disadvantage. Questionnaire has many advantages in terms of a research method, some of these are that questionnaires are inexpensive there is no cost to make the questionnaire or distribute it. Aside from being inexpensive they are also a practical way of collecting data, as they can be targeted to groups of my choosing and can be managed in many ways (Debois,2022). However, even though they have their advantages there can be some disadvantages. These can include the fact that there can be some unanswered questions, some people may choose not to answer a certain question, and this can slightly change the results. Another disadvantage is that there can be a difference in understanding and interpretation. An issue with not presenting questions in a face-to-face interaction is each participant might have a different interpretation to the questions being asked. Without being there to explain the questions fully to ensure that the individual has the same understanding, the results can be subjective (Debois,2022). To overcome these limitations, I will assure that the questions are clear to understand.
[bookmark: _Toc100583576]Conclusion
The reason that I have chosen to use a questionnaire as my main research method as it is the best way to gain different people’s perspective on the topic I am looking at. It can be distributed online which means that anyone can answer this. To conclude it will discuss and justify the use of questionnaires as the primary method of data collection, as well as the chosen data sample 
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