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[bookmark: _Toc88348163]Introduction:
The purpose of this report is to compare E-learning with traditional classroom learning. When internet is used to deliver, instruct, or facilitate the learning of the students, then it is known as E-learning (Hayat, 2019). There are several forms of E-learning such as virtual classroom courses, blended learning etc. (VanDerLinden, 2014). In this era of science and technology, e-learning has proved to be very effective and efficient in teaching students, in fact so much so that, it is now the only alternative to the traditional classroom learning. However, there’s always a room for improvement of this system. In this report, the author will discuss the pros and cons of e-learning and compare its attributes with the traditional classroom learning. 
[bookmark: _Toc88348164]Attributes of Blended learning
Blended learning is the teaching system where E-learning is used besides traditional classroom lectures (Lechosław and Ethan, 2017). E-learning is the process where information and communication technology is used for the purpose of learning, and which takes place in classrooms or outside the classroom (Lechosław and Ethan, 2017).  E-learning has a lot of positive characteristics that makes it an enticing form of learning. Hundreds of thousands of students have adopted to e-learning during the pandemic and it has proven to be the only reliable alternative to the traditional classroom learning. In fact, it offers more than the traditional classroom learning. In e-learning the students can actively learn in-depth about the course and subjects. E-learning offers accessibility, reusability and interoperability which helps students in having a in depth understanding about the subject (Hayat, 2019). E-learning also provides better scope for group participation by providing more room for interaction and collaboration between students through variety of learning software (Manav, Gupta and Kamra, 2020). E-learning is very flexible, and learners can mold his study routine and learning pattern according to their needs. It is very adaptive which provides more room for personalization for the learners. The learner’s relationship in e-learning is also improved than what is used to be in traditional classroom learning. 
There are several forms of e-learning, but blended learning and distance learning are the most popular categories of e-learning. Blended learning, in fact, is the most engaging form of learning. It provides better classroom lessons, better room for self-study and collaborative learning (Picciano, Dziuban, Graham and Moskal, 2021).
The relationship is multidirectional, learners have ample scope for information sharing, the system provides opportunity for active interaction between students themselves and between students and teachers. The social interaction through blended learning is also favorable for the students. As they can interact with each other both in real life and virtually (Means and Neisler, 2021).
Blended learning is enriched by the power of information and communication technology, which offers the students their desired books, journals, articles, reports etc. in some seconds instead of searching in the library for hours. Studying has become easier because of the use of technology in blended learning (Caroni and Nikoulina, 2021).
The role of the instructor has also become diverse with blended learning. Now an instructor can offer much more to the students than before. Classroom learning offers more to students than before. The instructor facilitates the learning, assigns the students with various tasks, comments on his assignment and provides feedback based on the submitted assignment (Casanova and Moreira, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc88348165]Pros and Cons of Blended learning in Higher Education
The advantages of E-learning, in the form of blended learning in higher education are so many. In fact, it revolutionized the learning than what it used to be in traditional classrooms. The advantages of e-learning or online learning can be categorized in two advantage attributes. They are the following:
· Exposure to technology: Blended learning provides scope for the exposure of technology to the students. In this era of science and technology, it is necessary for the students at universities to be introduced to the latest technology. University students are expected to be comfortable with the use of technology. In higher education research is an integral part. E-learning provides more exposure to research software and helps in research activities through information and communication technology (Means and Neisler, 2021). Thus, blended learning provides a wonderful opportunity for the students. 
· Flexibility:  Blended learning is very flexible. The lessons can be personalized according to the needs of the students. It offers opportunity for students to learn from anywhere. This has proved to be great in the Covid-19 pandemic when almost all the universities were closed due to the lockdown and health precautions. Students could learn from their homes and in their convenient time without having the risk factor due to Covid-19. Blended learning also provides the opportunity of interaction with other students and with the teacher without being face to face with each other. There is also a flexibility for the study materials. Students can access the study material anytime and from anywhere they want (Casanova and Moreira, 2017). This provides a great room for improvement for the students. 
There are also some disadvantages of e-learning. They can also be categorized into two categories: They are the following:
· Procrastination: Blended learning provides great opportunities for the students, but it also expects a lot from the students and the students are seldom under pressure. This results in increased procrastination for the students (Gaglani, 2021). Most of the students face a lot of trouble in managing times. Sometimes, if the technology is relatively new to the students, it is hard for them to understand and use the technology.  Most of the evaluation of e-learnings are done based on the reports and essays from the students which takes a lot of in depth understanding of the topic and reading of many books, journals, articles etc. This increases the knowledge of the students and takes a lot of effort as well. And this too, creates a room for procrastinating among the students as it is difficult to contact the teachers about the problems compared to the traditional classroom where the teacher can be contacted easily. There is an intense requirement of self-direction for the students which creates room for procrastinating among students (Gaglani, 2021). 
· Soft skill development: E-learning also does not provide the room for improving the soft skills of the students.  Soft skills such as verbal and oral communication, empathy, situation awareness, confidence, time management, conflict resolution does not grow in the e-learning system because the students of the blended learning or e-learning system are not presented with such scenarios (Cottrell, 2011). Networking is a very important aspect of skill development of a university student (Maund, Schriek and Tinkler, 2017). These are not possible in an online based learning. This scenario has become pretty evident during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Toc88348166]Pros and Cons of Traditional Classroom Learning in Higher Education
The pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in higher education is discussed below:
· Pros: Traditional classroom learning provides more room for socializing. As a result, soft skills such as confidence, empathy, situational awareness, verbal skills develop within a student (Morgan, 2016). There is a great scope for knowledge exchange is a traditional classroom. The teacher can also give his immediate feedback in a traditional classroom. The teacher and the students are both familiar with each other in a traditional classroom which is great for the classroom harmony (Armstrong, 1998). 
· Cons: Sometimes there are more students in a traditional classroom and surpass the ideal teacher to student ratio. The accessibility is not the same as online learning where anybody can access the class from anywhere. The cost of a traditional classroom is greater than e-learning. And sometimes it is very difficult to understand certain modules and formula in a traditional classroom which can be better understood if there were digital technology. Traditional classroom is an instructor centric learning system (VanDerLinden, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc88348167]Impact of Blended learning in a Student:
E-Learning, in the form of blended learning has impacted the students both in a positive and negative manner. E-Learning has opened the opportunity to learn so many things for the students. During the Covid-19 pandemic, where everything was closed, it was feared that students would be deprived of learning during this period (Caroni and Nikoulina, 2021). But E-Learning has enabled the students to continue their process of learning in those difficult times. It provides room for flexibility, which is the reason it became instantly popular form of learning. Zoom is a meeting software where teachers can have an interactive session with the students, or the management of a company can arrange a meeting virtually. This software was instantly popular among many schools, colleges and universities during the initial Covid-19 pandemic and has enabled students from all over the globe to learn without risking their health by going to the campus physically (BBC, 2021). It provided remote access for all the students. So, all the students could join the class, take notes, ask questions while being at their homes all time. This was very convenient for the students during the Covid-19 pandemic, and it has helped the students a lot. Again, a lot of students had access to study materials in their university websites which helped them to study in remote places without having to stress about carrying a note wherever they go. Students have developed the written communication skill by writing reports and essays of the individual assessment. Exposure to technology have also increased the knowledge of technology among the students. It has also increased the interest on technology among the students (Manav, Gupta and Kamra, 2020). 
However, nothing is flawless in the world. Blended Learning has given so much to the student community, but it has also put a lot of pressure to the students. There is an intense requirement for self-direction in blended learning system that is not possible to maintain all the time for the students. Self-study is incomplete without a proper understanding of the topic. Online learning expects students to be focused and understand everything that is discussed in the class. However, it is also very important to note that, students cannot keep their focus all the time and they too get distracted (Gaglani, 2021).  And by having a device in front of them that opens limitless opportunities, students also are prone to doing other activities while being in a class. There are no standards of accountability for the students, which lures them into cheating as there are no standard anti-cheat software. Stress and procrastination about assignments and exams also leads to cheating for some students. Cheating is almost unavoidable in online learning system. 
[bookmark: _Toc88348168]Recommendations
The demand for blended Learning is increasing due to the Covid-19 pandemic. So, to have an interactive environment where the students are motivated to learn is desired by both students and teachers. But to be motivated in a pressure situation is a very difficult task (Gaglani, 2021). Therefore, it is desired that the course outline is focused on ways to motivate the students to learn more in a higher education institute (Chen and Deng, 2021). Thus, the following recommendations are given:
1. Choosing a certain outcome or goal each of the modules.
2. Plan the project with a project management tool.
3. List the key factors of the course.
4. Understanding the problems of the students.
5. Developing a content plan. 
6. Short and concise content plan.
7. Allocating storage and providing materials for the module.
8. Understanding that not all the students have similar technological proficiency.
9. Providing technological support to the low proficient students. 
10. Any time flexibility.
11. Having an interactive session once or twice a week to increase soft skills
12. Having tests to increase the critical thinking ability of the students. 
These are the recommendation based on the author’s experience from e-learning during the Covid-19 pandemic. Upon following the recommendation, it is expected to reduce three vital criticisms that E-Learning faces. These actions are expected to
· Reduce academic pressure
· Increase soft skills
· Increase technological efficiency among students. 
[bookmark: _Toc88348169]Conclusion: 
The report overall discusses the key attributes of blended learning and E-learning. It also discusses vital advantages and disadvantages of E-Learning. It also shows the difference of E-learning and traditional classroom learning. From the report, it is evident that blended learning is the ideal alternative to traditional classroom learning. But as it is still at an early stage of implementation, it has some flaws. The flaws are also discussed such as the improper development of soft skills and increased mental pressure among students. Although, it might have flaws, E-learning comes with a lot of opportunities and blessing for the students. It focuses on learning more about technology, self-study and research, which is very vital for a student at the university. At the later part of the report, there are some recommendations that might reduced the problems and increase the benefit even more. 
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