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Introduction

With the growth and spread of information and communications technology (ICT), a massive interest has developed in how computers, other devices and Internet tools can benefit and improve educational processes and foster the use of technology in language classrooms (Rahmany, Sadeghi & Chegini, 2014). One resource offered by ICT is online learning platforms (OLPs), also known as learning management systems (LMSs), course management systems (CMSs) or virtual learning environments (VLEs), as they have been referred to in this study. These different denominations may bear significant or subtle differences in terms of their purposes or functions, but it is not within the scope of this article to examine such distinctions. 
VLEs are virtual spaces that teachers and students can use to present and share resources and activities and interact with one another. These platforms can be used to teach a complete online course or as a supporting feature for face-to-face courses. VLEs provide a means to manage the learning experience, communicate the intended learning experience and facilitate tutors’ and learners’ involvement in the experience (Sneha & Nagaraja, 2013). Their main goal is to ease, motivate and provide learning experiences that go beyond the classroom. Authors such as Barker & Gossman (2013) claim that VLEs boast a wide spectrum of research showing positive impacts across different contexts (p. 22).

Yet, despite the many benefits a VLE can bring to teachers and students, there are voices that do not favor the implementation of these platforms in the educational process. Some regard VLEs as a waste of time, others as a resource that does not offer added value to the teaching-learning process, while others go beyond to state that this type of technology does little to stimulate students’ learning. In this regard, Godwin-Jones (2012) states, “VLEs are unlikely to be very attractive or stimulating to students because they are far removed from the vibrant, ever changing online world in which our students are fully engaged” (p. 6). Walker & White (2013) go even further to claim that the nature of the VLEs, being more institution-led rather than teacher-led, “might be one of the reasons why many teachers do not get fully engaged with all the facilities that they offer” (p. 143).







Learning in the digital age

Learning from technology is the main focus of researchers in learning from 1970. The question is whether online studies can bring positive impact on learning processes of students or not. Also whether computer mediated studies would facilitate learning. Undoubtedly, the innovations of computers have drastically impacted the traditional classroom teachings, teachers were used to be the main channel to extract knowledge within traditional classrooms. Both the teachers and the students are proficient with the new technology nowadays for which more and advance opportunities have emerged for learners regarding teaching strategies and designing of curriculums, while for students the new opportunity to make variations in their learning styles. 















Impact on students
According to reports, students were forced shift from conventional studies to home learning without a provision of proper facilities at home such as computers, laptops, mobile phones, and excess to internet, which are crucial for smooth learning at home. International students during the survey supposed that issues were not in terms of the facility’s readiness. Whereas students who have proper infrastructure at home also reported to have issues with online learning. This is probably because students are not yet used to distant learning and it is not a part of the learning culture yet. Mostly, schoolings were dependent on face to face learning together with blended learning to more advance schools (Ouherrou et al., 2019). 
The purpose of the traditional classrooms for students were to interact and socially as well as physically with other students. On the other hand, the sessions within virtual settings enable students to interact with their friend’s and teachers, according to the survey, the infractions are awkward. Also, students’ reactions were different from how they used to behave in daily face interactions. Additionally, in order to start socializing through online sessions, the learners need to get familiarize with distance learning. According to some reporting, it requires teachers to make effort more in comparison to students for making student’s understanding. The extensive increase of screen time for students was also an issue. Online interactive sessions and online learning materials within the learning platforms were found to be the two main reasons for increase in the screen time of students. 
Concerning the learning of students with special needs within the distant learning setting, according to the surveys, these students with special needs have a shorter attention period. Thus, the students with special needs are greatly affected by the home learning as mostly parents have to monitor and spend time on the learnings of these students. Until the late seventies, the expensive time shared system was shifted to the option of microcomputers for lower cost that resulted in the creations of personal computers. The innovation of such computers gave rise to the use of computers in offices and homes that made people aware of the computer technology. 
In the present day, there is a close association with knowledge and information that results from immediate access to massive amount of universal data. Nevertheless, all the new innovations are meaningless if they aren’t go together with a useful application in order to improve education, in particular for the facilitation of the students to make them learn better, faster, and efficient. It leads to a new perspective on learning using the online platforms that have evolved from additional major resources for learning (Boulton, Kent, and Williams, 2018). 
However, such changes are inevitable from the last few decades due to the introduction of new and modern technologies including their penetration within several aspects of life. Which is why this shift has improved the adaptability in particular for teachers who are continuously making efforts for their students to make learning accessible and help them to succeed in the learning process. The teachers understand that today’s generation communicate with friends using email chats, instant messaging, chat rooms, blogs, and cellular phones. In the form of a website, the projects including communication with the help of a web, triggered the interest in such communication. In the explicit of studies, teachers must take advantage of both the expertise and excitement in relation to technology which students bring to learn from the technology, and they need to connect the both with their teaching methods. 
However, students who learn within the virtual settings mostly are likely to be exposed to the massive resources related to education which are easily accessible. It helps students in gaining a better understanding of the learning concepts as compared to those available in the conventional classrooms. Also, it facilitates teachers to update their teaching materials and notes more rapidly than in the conventional settings of classrooms. Furthermore, it makes sure to facilitate the students with more up-to-date information in a particular subject. 












Advantages and disadvantages of online learning
A major advantage of online learning within virtual settings is it has potential to provide training to larger number of student present at any part of the world. The training fees is charged from students that increases the finances of these institutions which can be used to develop further facilities for education and also to promote the education. 
In spite of the various benefits provided through online learning, some challenges are present too. The main challenge is the new technology itself and its limitations that affects the quality of learning materials as well as the process of learning overall. The low speed and slow internet connections hinder the accessibility to learning materials online. Such issues are however reduced with the applications of new software and hardware elements with high access to speed. High speed makes easy to download large materials of learning. Nonetheless, with the power increases, faster and better computers will be exposed that enables better access to online learning. 
There is no need to postulate that computers and other technological devices these days are crucial devices for the leaners so they can have access to knowledge anywhere and anytime. According to suggestions of Solomon & Schrum (2010), web 2.0 is replacing and improving the student access to communications, collaborations, and information for which many districts are shifting top virtual schooling (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). Thus, Virtual Learning Environments are constituting the most recommended paths in the direction of such objective. 










Virtual learning environments (VLEs)
Virtual learning settings are associated with formal learning and with relationships among schools, students, and teachers. The internet is supporting the growing interest within the virtual learning settings referring to students, teachers, and educational institutions. This new concept of VLEs (virtual learning environments) can be considered as a unique conception because the continuous growth of the new digital technologies, innovations in its potentialities and features, including the importance that such settings have in the process of learning. These systems are used by many universities, companies, and schools for not the incorporation of web courses only but to complement their conventional classrooms (Torres Martín et al., 2021). According to Morais, Alves and Miranda, one of the main potentiality of the virtual learning environment is the offerings of various tools that aims to facilitate the production and distribution of learning resources such as  contents, assessment of the teachings, communication, and learning processes (Ceccon and Pérez, 2017). 
In conclusion, in the face of the simplification of the learning methods using technology, slideshows, as well as the encouraging discussion forums among the teachers and the students. Those students who are unable to learn the concepts can leave their queries to the discussion forums that are answered later by tutors. Therefore, learning within virtual settings is beneficial for the students, teachers, and including the institutions so they are need to be promoted more within learning settings. 
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