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Participant Information Sheet/Consent form for Mentors

Researchers/contact details:
Dr Julia Holloway: j.holloway@uwtsd.ac.uk
Laurence Thomas: laurence.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk
Elaine Sharpling: elaine.sharpling@uwtsd.ac.uk
Siobhán Eleri: s.eleri@uwtsd.ac.uk

Research Title
In what ways is the concept of the ‘transformative’ teacher understood and realised within mentoring spaces in an ITE partnership in Wales?
Introduction
In the Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP), our approach to Initial Teacher Education (ITE) is based upon the transformative model. 
In their article “Changing the Lens: Mapping the Development of Research Dispositions in Programmes of Initial Teacher Education (ITE)”, Waters and Sharpling (2020, p.162) present the concept of transformative teachers as those ‘who adopt transformative approaches to pedagogy, actively seek opportunities to gain new insights and use these to influence their own practice.’
A key aspect of the APLP transformative model is the support of student-teachers in becoming research- engaged, so that they are able to ask good questions of their teaching and trial solutions in the classroom. This is described by Cochran-Smith (2011) as adopting an inquiry stance.
In our programmes, this model is enacted through different aspects of the ITE curriculum e.g bridging, research assignments, electives and professional teaching experience. 
Participation
We would like to invite you to participate in this research project aimed at exploring the ways in which mentoring experiences support student-teachers.
Before you decide if you would like to take part, it is important for you to understand the nature of the study and what your involvement would entail. Please take time to read the following information carefully. If you need clarification or further information, please contact Dr Julia Holloway j.holloway@uwtsd.ac.uk. 
Thank you for taking time to read this information sheet.
What is the aim of the research?
The aim of this research is to gain a deeper understanding of how mentoring experiences can support student-teachers in the process of learning to become a teacher on the PGCE programme within the APLP. It seeks to gain a more nuanced understanding of how mentors and mentees envisage the transformative teacher and how that might inform mentoring practices to support professional learning.
What am I being asked to do?
As a participant, you will be asked to:
· Take part in an online interview lasting approximately 30 minutes where you will be asked question about your perspectives on learning to become a teacher and your experiences of mentoring student-teachers as part of this process. The interviews will take place between mid-June and the end of July. 
Why have I been invited to take part?
You are a Senior Mentor or Class/Subject Mentor of a student-teacher on the APLP PGCE programme.
Do I have to take part?
Participation in this project is voluntary therefore you do not have to take part. If you choose to take part, you will be asked to complete and sign a Participant Consent Form (found at the end of this document) prior to your involvement in the study. You have a right to withdraw from the study at any time.
What are the benefits of taking part?
We hope that this will be a valuable professional learning opportunity and a chance to reflect on your experiences of supporting student-teachers in learning to become a teacher. It is intended that key findings will be used to support the APLP mentoring strategy in the future.
What will happen to your information? 
All data will be fully anonymised so that you cannot be identified. The data will be handled and analysed by the research team and will only be used to explore the research questions. The data will be held securely according to GDPR requirements until the completion of the project. 
Where will the results of the study be published?

Results of the study will be shared through the APLP Leadership Group, conference presentations and academic publications within which anonymous quotes may be used. 
A summary of the findings is also available on your request.

Who has ethically approved this research? 

The project has been reviewed and approved by the Post Grad Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Any comments, questions or complaints about the ethical conduct of this study can be addressed to the Post Grad Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David at: pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk.

What will happen next?

If you consent, a member of the research team will contact you to arrange a mutually agreeable time for your interview.

What if I have more questions or do not understand something?

If you have any questions about the study, please feel free to contact Dr Julia Holloway (j.holloway@uwtsd.ac.uk).  

____________________End of Participant Information Sheet____________________




Consent Form
 
Title of Project: In what ways is the concept of the transformative teacher understood and realised within mentoring spaces in an ITE partnership in Wales?
 	Name of Researchers: 

Dr Julia Holloway
Laurence Thomas
Elaine Sharpling
Siobhán Eleri    
 
Please tick as appropriate
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I confirm that I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet for the above study and have had the opportunity to ask questions.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐        I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I consent to materials or documents that I share/create being copied.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐	I consent to participating in a recorded interview.

I agree that:
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐        Any material likely to identify individuals will be anonymised.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐        The data will be treated as confidential and kept in secure storage at all times.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐        The data will be retained in secure storage for the duration of the project.
 
Yes   ☐   No   ☐        The data may be used in future publications, both print and online.
 
 
 
 
 
I agree to take part in this research study			☐
  
 
Name of Participant:  …………………………  Signature:   …………………………………………
 
Date: …………………………………… Email address: .....................................................
 
 
Name of Researcher:  …………………………………… Signature:  ………………………………………
 
Date: ……………………………………
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