Methodology Section —
Quantitative Research.




» Should include all of the practical information
necessary for someone else to replicate your work.

» Divided into the following subsections:
» Design
» Participants
» Materials
» Procedure
» Ethical Considerations



Method cont’'d

» Design
» the logical framework of the study, all of the planning required prior 1o
carrying it out.
» Type of design —related or unrelated
» Statement of the independent variable
» Plus the conditions under which it was manipulated
» Statement of the dependent variable

» Plus how it was measured

» Any conftrols employed
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» Participants

» You should give the details of your sample and your
sampling procedure. Give the mean age and
number of males and females and how your
participant group was assembled.

» Sometimes, you may also need o cf:;jve specific
information about participants that'is relevant to your
particular study e.g. first language, handedness, etc.
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» Parficipants

» You should give the details of your sample and your
sampling procedure. Give the mean age and number of
males and females and how your participant group was
assembled.

» Sometimes, you may also need to give specific
iInNformation about participants that is relevant to your
particular study e.q. first language, handedness, etc.
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» Things fo avoid

» Describing type of sample:

» ‘Random sample’ - if you say this, be sure it really was
‘random’

» opportunist sample - you mean opportunity sample!

» When participant sample is divided info different
groups:

» ‘participants were split in half randomly’
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» Materials

» Give the following details

» Describe any physical equipment used
» Computers? Audio Visual Equipment, etfc.

» Describe any stimuli that were used - e.g. word lists. Outline how and why they
were chosen.

» Spelling experiment
» How many words?e
» How were they chosen?
» How were misspellings generated?
» Give plenty of information linked to questionnaires.

» E.g. Name of questionnaire, how many questions, how is it scored (e.g. a likert scale)
internal reliability score (e.g. Cronbach alpha), has it been used previously — if yes
reference.

» Referreader to samplesin Appendices
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» Procedure

» Describe how the study was carried out.
» Outline instructions given to participants

» Describe what participants actually did during the study
» This may include:
» How stimuli were presented
» How participants responded
» How responses were recorded and scored

» Any time intervals/limits involved
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» Ethical Considerations.

» Itis considered good practice to outline the ethical considerations that
you carried out when conducting your study.



