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AIM(S)  
1. To introduce students to the principles of qualitative research. 
2. To explore the use and relevance of particular methods, chiefly questionnaire and interview. 
3. To investigate theoretical principles in qualitative research, especially phenomenology, reflexivity 
and the insider-outsider question. 
4. To examine existing research within the subject area.  

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES  
By the end of this module successful students should be able to:    
1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the cultural context of contemporary astronomical, 
astrological or cosmological belief. 
2. Apply the techniques and methodologies of qualitative research to gather and critically interpret 
research findings in the subject area in the light of the existing scholarly literature and relevant 
theory and method. 
3. Demonstrate a systematic understanding and a critical awareness of issues at the forefront of the 
principles of ethnographic and qualitative research. 
4. Display strategies for dealing with incomplete data and contested knowledge and attitudes, and 
propose original hypotheses on the basis of research findings. 
5. Consider and describe both their own and other people’s experience and ideas with fairness and 
integrity, recognising their own bias and preconceived ideas and reflecting maturely on other 
peoples’ beliefs, behaviour and opinions. 

 

CONTENT  
1. An exploration of the emerging contemporary discipline of ethnoastronomy and ethnoastrology.  
2. Examination of the data concerning contemporary beliefs about the sky, astronomy, astrology and 
cosmologies.  
3. Examination of the methodologies of qualitative research, chiefly interview and/or questionnaire, 
as well as participant observation, within the context of theoretical frameworks such as grounded 
theory and the principles of phenomenology.  
4. Investigation of recent trends in anthropological and sociological research, including such models 
as auto-ethnography and transpersonal research. 



5. Exploration of the insider/outsider question, with reference to the ‘etic/emic’ model and notions 
of ‘distance-near’ and ‘distance-far’, and the development of strategies to avoid personal bias. 

  

ASSESSMENT  
Examination (weighting to be given) None  
Course work (weighting to be given) 
One 1000 word assignment (20% of total marks) 
Example assignment: ‘What are the implications of the insider/outsider problem in the study of 
personal cosmologies for the measurement of public opinion or belief?’  
One 4000 word assignment (80% of total marks) 
Example assignment: a research project within the subject area using interviews and/or 
questionnaires.  
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