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Jewish and Christian Scholars are engaging in critical discussions over biblical texts. Discuss the significance of this process of interaction for biblical scholarship and interpretation. 

Introduction; 
It is undeniable that biblical texts hold a unique and intrinsic status amongst everyday Jewish and Christian traditions. They serve as an authoritative guide that impacts all areas of life, dealing with issues from worship to dress. More specifically the Torah, or Hebrew Bible in some scholarship, influence both of these religions. For the purposes of this work, when referring to biblical texts or the Hebrew Bible, these terms refer to the scripture that both religions hold sacred. The Christian doctrine of the New Testament is not being referenced within this context. Their shared authority and study of the Hebrew Bible raises questions regarding the relationship of their interpretations and the importance of this interfaith conversation. This is seen as the first five books are held sacred by both Judaism and Christianity. The unequalled authority of the biblical scriptures is one that both these traditions share. Edward Kessler accurately depicts this shared authority, as he explains how these texts impact both traditions and their cultures. This is seen as he states that both Judaism and Christianity “Shared (and continued to share) a biblically orientated culture.”[footnoteRef:1] Kessler is highlighting the essential position of the biblical texts for both Judaism and Christianity, as both are constructed around these scriptures. It is, thus, significant to consider how scholars from these traditions communicate and relate to each other’s studies and interpretations of these biblical texts. There are several arguments for why this process of communication remains meaningful. The first to be seen considers how Jewish and Christian scholars discussing their shared key texts promotes the value and importance of diversity amongst biblical interpretation. As well as how this extends to a better understanding of the text as a whole After this, there is also the significance of amplifying Jewish scholar’s voices in biblical interpretation scholarship. Reflecting upon the possible bias and prominence of Christian scholars throughout the history of biblical study. It will also be investigated how this discussion exemplifies the Jewish heritage of Christianity. It is also to be considered how by engaging in critical discussions over biblical texts contributes progressively towards Jewish and Christian relations. Does understanding and appreciating the others biblical interpretation in detail allow for a greater thoughtful relationship between scholars, based on a mutual understanding and research of each tradition. How does this cultural discussion and exchange allow for greater insight and appreciation. As stated, it will first be seen how this communication and discussions promote a diversity amongst biblical study.  [1:  Edward Kessler, An Introduction to Jewish-Christian Relations,’ (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2010) p. 81. ] 

Before continuing this discussion, it is important to first note that there is no universal or general Christian or Jewish interpretation of biblical scripture. Both religions hold a variety of traditions and readings, and this is not an attempt to generalise or dismiss, Different denominations of these faiths hold different readings. This study aims to research why the discussion and communication between Jewish and Christian scholars over their shared biblical understandings remains significant for wider study biblical interpretation. 
The Significance of Diversity;
Diversity of ideas is unquestionably necessary to understanding biblical texts, as it allows the scholars to appreciate all aspects of the scriptures, as they study all possible diverse understandings of the text. The work of David Horrell, in his post-colonial study of biblical interpretations, ‘Paul, Inclusion and Whiteness’, highlights how diversity of interpretation is inevitable and necessary. In his work Horrell explains that interpretations of biblical texts are “unavoidably so – products of their particular context.”[footnoteRef:2] Horell stresses the impact that an interpreter’s background, culture, and own self has on their understanding of the bible. He argues that it is impossible to remove this influence from their interpretation, as it is so embedded. It is inherently ingrained into their readings and what they observe from a particular biblical scripture and by extension any text. With this in mind and applying this notion to the idea of Judaism and Christianity’s communication over biblical texts, it can be seen that engaging in these discussions significantly highlights the diversity of interpretation within these traditions. This is also supported through the notion that both Jewish and Christian faiths hold a variety of interpretations within themselves. This is reflected when considering the different denominations and theologies within both Judaism and Christianity. For example, the reform, conservative and orthodox Jewish communities all hold unique traditions and readings based of the Torah, yet they are all Jewish traditions.[footnoteRef:3] These all belong under the umbrella of Judaism but hold distinctive traditions and readings of the Torah. When considering a Jewish and Christian reading, it includes this well of diversity within each tradition.  [2:  David Horrell, ‘Paul, Inclusion and Whiteness: Particularizing Interpretation,’ Journal for the Study of the New Testament’, 40(2) (2017) p. 129. ]  [3:  Karin H Zetterholm, Jewish Interpretation of the Bible: Ancient and Contemporary, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press 2012) pp. 148-155. ] 

Therefore, the open discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars is significant as it illuminates varying different viewpoints and areas of scripture. Much like any approach to the Hebrew Bible, understanding a Jewish and Christian reading allows for scholars to appreciate varying viewpoints of the text. Through the study of varying viewpoints of biblical interpretation, scholars are able to understand and approach different aspects of the text that they may not have seen within the text in their reading. This can be extended to the discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars over their shared text. This is important as it allows for a diverse understanding of biblical texts, with both traditions being represented and understood. As Daniel Patte makes clear, through sharing and discussing the diversity in biblical studies scholars “shed eye-opening light on biblical texts.”[footnoteRef:4] Through discussing and illuminating different ways to read and understand the scriptures, through understanding how this may create impact on different traditions, scholars are able to appreciate a bigger picture of the text and know their study matter deeper. Even if they do not deem this view the correct reading, through open discussion they are able to consider an interpretation they had not yet considered. This, in turn, enables scholars to consider the diversity of interpretations amongst their scriptures. By Jewish and Christian biblical scholars discussing their interpretations of biblical texts, they also contribute their background and culture. This emphasises the importance of diversity amongst biblical interpretation as it is an intrinsic part of any interpretation. Christian and Jewish discussion is an example of this diversity as both bring their own interpretation and view of the scriptures, which has been established to be varied within each tradition alone. Christian and Jewish scholars are able to have a deeper knowledge of the bible and the many nuances of its interpretation. For example, the notion that both traditions refer to the same quotations, however they may understand this text in different ways.[footnoteRef:5] The discussion between these scholars illuminates the diverse ways the scripture can be understood and is a chance for each tradition to share its reading.  [4:  Daniel Patte, A Global Bible Commentary, (Nashville: Abingdon Press 2004), p.ii]  [5:  Edward Kessler, An Introduction to Jewish-Christian Relations, pp. 82-83.] 

Therefore, discussion between Christian and Jewish scholars is significant for biblical interpretation as a study as it allows for diversity in thought. As Christian and Jewish scholars inherently bring their own culture and self to their interpretation scholars are able to understand the many ways these texts have been interpretated. It is only through appreciating all ways that a text can be read and understood that a scholar can truly know the Hebrew bible. Consequently, this communication is necessary for Jewish and Christian biblical scholars to truly study the Hebrew bible, focusing on one group and dismissing the diversity of interpretation possible would be amiss. This is amplified through the notion that there are several diverse aspects of Jewish interpretation. As Emmanuel Levinas states there are several diverse aspects to Jewish hermeneutics.[footnoteRef:6] Recognising the diversity in biblical interpretation also recognises the diversity amongst Jewish readings of the Hebrew Bible. Thus, recognising this diversity not only emphasises Jewish interpretation as a whole, but also the complex category that this term covers. This can be extended to Christian traditions also as Christianity itself holds significant diversity. As both faiths hold the bible or Torah with unmatched authority, it is important that biblical scholars are able to understand how both religions understand their holy texts. Through recognising the diversity and sharing discussion surrounding their biblical interpretation the wider study of the bible would be lacking. This is especially important when considering the dialogue is between two faiths that are centred around the scriptures.  [6:  Emmanuel Levinas, ‘On the Jewish Reading of Scriptures’ in Levinas and Biblical Studies, ed. By T. C. Eskenazi, G Phillips, and D Jobling, (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature 2003) pp. 17-18.] 

The Significance of Jewish Scholars;
Following and considering what has also been discussed it is important to consider the importance of recognising Jewish scholars amongst the study of biblical interpretation. While discussing the importance of Jewish voices within biblical studies, it would be amiss to not also highlight the Christian dominance of the subject. As noted by scholars such as Marc Brettler, Jewish biblical theology is an “emerging enterprise” as most of biblical theology is “fundamentally Christian.”[footnoteRef:7] This suggests that there has been a lack of Jewish contribution in biblical scholarship, as the prominence of Jewish biblical theology has only recently been seen. This can be argued to be due to an overtly Christian bias within biblical interpretation as a study. For example, Ziony Zevit explains biblical theology has long been an “established Christian discipline.”[footnoteRef:8] This bias suggests that other ways understanding and interpretating the scriptures had been dismissed and hidden under the prominence of Christian scholars and ideas. This is further supported through the notion that Jewish readings and biblical theology has only begun to become prominent within recent years. Therefore, it can be argued that the recent discussion between Christian and Jewish biblical scholars is significant as it allows for Jewish voices to be prominent within biblical dialogue.  [7:  Marc Brettler, ‘Biblical History and Jewish Biblical Theology’, The Journal of Religion, Vol 77(4) (1997), p. 563-4.]  [8:  Ziony Zevit, ‘Jewish Biblical Theology; Whence? Why? And Whither?’, Hebrew Union College Annual, Vol 76 (76) (2005), p. 292. ] 

Considering this, it is also important to discuss that the Hebrew Bible holds an inherently Jewish character and that this is an unavoidable aspect of the text. Through the discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars the Jewishness of the bible can be recognised as well as Jewish scholars. The Hebrew bible contains ancient Jewish tradition and heritage, as R Moberly explains the original context of the Hebrew bible was a “pre-Christian Jewish biblical cannon.”[footnoteRef:9] This is coupled with the notion of the language of the Hebrew bible, as Hebrew is what the majority of the scriptures was originally written in.[footnoteRef:10] Thus, it can be evidenced that the scripture is inherently Jewish in certain elements. Therefore, it is important that a Jewish reading and interpretation is recognised in order to respect and appreciate this nature of scripture. The discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars allows for the original Jewish Character to be displayed. This is seen as the Jewish character of the bible cannot be dismissed furthering the inherent Jewish character of the scriptures, as it was written originally in majority Hebrew. Thus, the Jewish nature of the bible cannot be dismissed. This makes the central Jewish nature of the Hebrew Bible clear and is further supported by the idea that this Jewish character continues into the Christian New Testament, as Jesus is seen in a Jewish context. As seen in Mark 14 where he is seen to celebrate the Passover (Mark 14:12). Therefore, this discussion is significant as it amplifies the Jewish heritage of the bible and allows for this to be made prominent, fully understanding the text and its history. Jewish scholar’s interpretations signify this and accordingly it is significant that they are a part of the larger biblical studies. Without Jewish voices the field of biblical interpretation would lack a key part of its scripture, as it would fail to fully recognise the Jewish history of the Hebrew Bible. [9:  R. W. L. Moberly, ‘Theological Approaches to the Old Testament’, in The Hebrew Bible: A Critical Companion, ed. By John Barton, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press 2016) pp. 491-2.]  [10:  David Daniell, The Bible in English: It’s History and Influence, (New Haven: Yale University Press 2003), p. 2. ] 

This is made clearer through the evidence that Christian scholars dominated the field historically. Jewish scholars are able to present their interpretation in the same conversation as scholars who have held a prominent place within biblical studies. Further signifying that by engaging in critical discussion of scripture, Jewish scholars receive the same consideration as Christian scholars. Hence the discussion between Christian and Jewish scholars is significant for biblical interpretation as it allows for reflection on the distinctive Jewish character of the Hebrew Bible, one that cannot be avoided as it is ingrained in the text. This is amplified through the language and context of the scriptures.  

The Significance of The Jewish Heritage of Christianity; 
It is also essential while examining the significance of Jewish and Christian scholar’s conversations over biblical interpretation to also discuss how a Jewish reading may offer an insight into the roots and history of Christianity. As it has been previously studied within this essay, the Hebrew Bible has an inescapable Jewish character and influence. It is plausible that through understanding Jewish interpretations and ideas, Christian scholars are able to understand a greater context in which Christianity emerged. Through a Jewish study of the Hebrew Bible, it can be seen how Jewish readings have perhaps influenced Christian interpretations. This is amplified by the Jewish context in which Christianity was first formed. It is clear that the Jewish character of these scriptures is undeniable, equally, so is the Jewish history of Christianity. As Joseph Lynch states in their study of the earliest forms and emergence of Christianity, “in its earliest form, Christianity was a movement within Judaism.”[footnoteRef:11] This highlights that fundamentally, Christianity arose within a Jewish context, implying that Christianity has historically Jewish roots. Hence, it can be implied that the Jewish culture and context in which Christianity was founded potentially impacted their readings of the bible and their traditions, as Christianity holds its roots in ancient Judaism. Therefore, there is a Jewish aspect to Christian history and interpretation that cannot be ignored. It is clearly seen through Christianity’s Jewish history and that it arose from Judaism. Through acknowledging a Jewish interpretation, Christian scholars also appreciate the Jewish character of the Hebrew bible and how this has impacted their own traditions and methods. Through understanding the Jewish reading and history of the Hebrew Bible, Christian scholars are able to better understand their own roots and antiquity. This is amplified through the Jewishness of Jesus himself as culturally he was Jewish and followed Jewish traditions. It has been previously seen that Jesus celebrated Passover, however there are several examples of Jesus’ Jewish context. Such as, Jesus’ birth story within the second chapter of Luke. Jesus is seen to be circumcised (Lk 2:21), be presented to the Temple (Lk 2:22) and to regularly travel to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover as a child (Lk 2:41). Therefore, when considering this it can be inferred that there is an undeniable Jewish history and influence upon Christianity and its roots, as Jesus himself active in Jewish practices and the community, as evidenced in the New Testament and the emergence of the Christian movement in antiquity.  [11:  Joseph H. Lynch, Early Christianity: A Brief History, (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2010) p 39. ] 


While considering this evidence it can then be seen that through discussion with Jewish scholars, Christian academics are able to recognize the historically Jewish heritage of their religion and culture. This is seen as historical readings of the Hebrew bible illuminate the ancient Jewish context of the text. The historical traditions held within the Jewish scriptures are evidenced through a historical reading of the Hebrew bible. A historical reading of biblical texts is often argued to be primarily a Christian process that focuses on what the biblical texts can identify and contribute to a wider historical framework. It can be argued, however, that this is primarily a study of an ancient Jewish context that is the history of both Christianity and Judaism. As J Maxwell Miller states, a traditional historical approach to the Hebrew bible aims to understand how the scriptures are an “undeniable item of historical evidence pointing to ancient Israel.”[footnoteRef:12] While the historical credit of the Hebrew bible is debated amongst scholars, it can be agreed that this text offers a degree of insight into the context in which they were originally formed, as seen through Millers statement.  [12:  J Maxwell Miller, ‘Reading the Bible Historically: The Historian’s Approach’, in To Each its Own Meaning: An Introduction to Biblical Criticisms and Their Application, ed. By Stephen L. McKenzie and Stephen R. Haynes, (Louisville Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press 1999) p. 22] 


Thus, when reading the bible and engaging in discussion with Jewish scholars, Christian scholars are able to contextualise and better understand the original Jewish history of the Hebrew Bible. Therefore, the discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars is significant to biblical interpretation as it allows for Christian traditions to further understand their history and the context that their messiah was born into. As well as the society and influences that early Christianity arose within and how this impacted their history and doctrine. Through this discussion Christianity is able to grasp a greater understanding of its own faith and history, as the Jewishness of their history cannot be ignored. This has been evidenced through the Jewish character of Jesus and the original Jewish context of early Christianity. Understanding the Jewish reading and history of the Hebrew Bible, Christian scholars are able to better understand their own roots and antiquity. 

The Significance of Jewish and Christian Relations;
Finally, the last section of this paper will consider how the discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars possibly impact the wider topic of Jewish and Christian relations. Kessler explains that in recent years the relationship between the two religions has “changed dramatically” for the better.[footnoteRef:13] It can be argued that a method of improving this relationship is a deeper understanding and compassion due to discussions over biblical texts. This is not to say that critical discussions over biblical interpretation will repair the relationship between Judaism and Christianity unaided, however it can be argued that having a greater insight into their biblical interpretation will contribute to the greater conversation. The relationship between the religions is a complex one that runs throughout history and has undergone many changes such as the effects of the Shoah on the larger religious community. This paper does not attempt to offer a solution to this complex issue, only to suggest that discussions over biblical interpretation perhaps can offer some progressive movement in this area. Judaism and Christianity have a complex and detailed history, as well as past relationship, beginning at the emergence of Christianity as a whole and continuing until the present day.  [13:  Edward Kessler, An Introduction to Jewish-Christian Relations, p. 1. ] 

As the work of Jaco Beyers, ‘Understanding the Other: An Introduction to Christian and Jewish Relations’, explains Jewish and Christian relations have been hindered by the misunderstanding and differences between the religions.[footnoteRef:14] These significant differences could perhaps create tension between the two groups as they may believe the other has misinterpreted the scripture. This suggests that by sharing a mutual discussion over biblical texts these traditions can foster a greater appreciation and sensitivity to each other’s backgrounds, as it will highlight what these religions believe and why. Rather than relying on a one-sided perspective, scholar’s will be also to understand the intricacies of each interpretation. As discussed, appreciating, and understanding the diverse readings of the bible scriptures allows for the reader to not only understand the text better, but also the background of the interpreter. As the context of the interpreter is integral and ingrained into their interpretation and is irremovable.[footnoteRef:15] Therefore, when studying a scholar’s biblical interpretation and ideas, the reader also learns the scholar’s unique context and self. Through discussion over biblical texts, Jewish and Christian scholars are able to greater appreciate each other and their interpretations. This in turn fosters an environment of respect and understanding. This suggests that by sharing a mutual discussion over biblical texts these traditions can foster a greater appreciation and sensitivity to each other’s backgrounds. It is worth considering that in knowing where the others’ ideas and beliefs are derived, they can appreciate their point of view. This is not to say that there will not be disagreements within this discussion, as there are several key aspects of the bible that these faiths may differ on. Therefore, it is important to note that discussion may not be a smooth process as differing ideas can lead to debates and frustrations. [14: Jaco Byers, Understanding the Other: An Introduction to Christian and Jewish Relations (African Sun Media 2017), p. ix.]  [15:  David Horrell, ‘Paul, Inclusion and Whiteness: Particularizing Interpretation, p. 129. ] 

For reference, the different readings of the prophetic texts, specifically Isaiah in relation to messianic ideas. The Christian traditions often refer to these texts to support the messianic role and authority of Jesus, as a signal of his coming. This is seen in the example of the use of Isaiah in John’s gospel as it is often surmised that John’s image of Jesus is influenced by Isaiah.[footnoteRef:16] In contrast, the Jewish traditions do not necessarily read that these prophetic texts point to Jesus’ coming and authority as the Messiah, son of God. This can be seen as a significant and fundamental difference between these faiths, exampled through the different readings of the biblical scriptures. While Christianity uses these as a basis and proof for Jesus, Judaism does not recognise this at all. This interpretation is a central part of both religions and remains key to their theology, traditions, and biblical readings. However, they both read significantly separate interpretations and hold different traditions based on this. While this can be seen as a hindrance to Jewish and Christian relations, discussion is still a necessary and worthwhile endeavour. Through mutual conversation and understanding these religions are able to create an environment of scholarly discussion and compassion in regard to where Judaism and Christianity originate their understandings of the bible and why it has been read this way.  This understanding is necessary in order to form appreciation and respect.  [16:  Catrin H Williams, ‘The Gospel of John’, in The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible, ed. By Michael Lieb, Emma Mason, Jonathon Roberts, and Christopher Rowland (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2011), p. 114.] 


Conclusion; 
Overall, the discussion between Christian and Jewish scholars is profoundly significant to the process of biblical interpretation and studies. This has been evidenced through several examples, beginning with the importance of diversity amongst biblical studies. The discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars is significant as it allows for an accurate insight into the diversity of biblical interpretations. Diversity is crucial for any study as to lack diversity means an absence of varying insights and ideas. This leads to a limited view and understanding of the subject matter. By housing open communication and discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars, both traditions aim to have a greater knowledge and accurate understanding of the Hebrew Bible and each other. This is further exampled through the unavoidable context and background that each interpreter brings to their readings. It is inevitable that a reader brings their own sense of self and perspective to the scriptures and understanding their ideas is tandem to learning apart of the scholar themselves. Each interpretation offers a new approach to the text that may have not been considered before. Thus, the benefit of Jewish and Christian scholar’s diverse discussions is clear and is significant to biblical interpretation as all aspects of the text is considered and communicated. This is made especially clear when considering the diverse readings within Judaism or Christianity themselves, both traditions hold their own umbrella of interpretations amongst scholars. Leading from this, the discussion amongst Christian and Jewish scholars is continuously significant as it allows for Jewish interpreters to be considered and recognised within biblical interpretation. It has been seen how Jewish contribution to biblical studies is an aspect that has been often overlooked, in favour for the dominance of the Christian readings and perspectives. Biblical interpretation and scholarship have long been seen to be dictated by Christian scholars, traditions, and ideas. In being able to discuss and be a recognised part of the larger conversation, the Jewish interpretation of the Hebrew bible can be recognised and respected. This discussion accommodates diversity and allows Jewish scholars to be heard and reflected in study, considered at the same time as the prominent Christian scholars and readings. This is amplified through the idea that the discussion between Jewish and Christian scholars also allows for an accurate reflection of the Jewish character of the text. This discussion allows for scholars to appreciate and understand the intrinsic Jewish aspect of the scriptures. This discussion is significant as it also allows for Christian scholars to appreciate and study further the Jewish character of Jesus and the history of their faith. It has also been seen that the discussion between Christian and Jewish scholars is significant as it contributes to a greater appreciation and relationship between the faiths. As has been understood Judaism has a long and complex history, beginning at the formation of Christianity itself. This does not mean that this discussion aims to singlehandedly repair the relationship between the two faiths, but that it can be an encouraging influence. In conclusion, the discussion amongst Jewish and Christian scholars is overwhelmingly significant for various aspects that aim to broaden and grow the study of biblical interpretation.  
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