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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Title:

What is the perception of the public on terrorism and counterterrorism in Wales and how does this perception effect on providing intelligence for counterterrorism?


     Researcher has chosen to focus on Terrorism in Wales because researcher has a large interest in the intelligence and counterterrorism area which is an inevitable importance for protection of a country and its citizens. Also, researcher personal experience in Turkey as being a witness and victim of factious, nationalist and religious terrorism, as a part of the society and senior intelligence officer’s family member have a great impact on choosing this subject. Also, UK and Turkey have similarities such as of the conflicts between Welsh people in UK and Kurdish people in Turkey, Kurdish nationalism, PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party) terrorism in Turkey, problems caused by vast immigration to Turkey from Middle East, Africa and Afghanistan-Pakistan, tension between the locals and immigrants, Islamist extremism and terrorist attacks by Al Qaeda and ISIS and that would be helpful to understand and analyse; reasons of the terrorist activities, terrorist threats nowadays, effectiveness of counterterrorism today in Wales.  

     The research will focus on the perception of the society on terrorism because vast amounts of research have been done globally about terrorism for a long time to understand the reasons to fight against to eliminate or minimise the risks of it. This topic and question are worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation since public support and human intelligence has got a crucial role for counterterrorism especially in multicultural societies. This topic will help to collect information to explore current perception of the public on terrorism, to help counterterrorism units to evaluate it to advance their strategies to improve the relationship with public to get intelligence about suspicious people and activities to prevent terrorist attacks. Also, this topic will help to understand the level of public consent for counterterrorism policing and measuring the importance of collecting intelligence with neighbourhood policing.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

     A key aim whilst carrying out this study is to identify and research present public perception on terrorism in Wales and its effects on collaboration between the public and police. The crucial part of this study is detecting the differences between general perception and reality and how this perception can be channeled correctly to improve counterterrorism strategies such as intelligence support by the public to counterterrorism units. 



The first objective is to figure out how the society defines terrorism and how they make a separation between freedom fighters and terrorist organisations, also, to analyse what the public thinks about nationalist violence and extreme right-wing organisations.

The second objective is understanding what the public perception on present terrorism risks, level and source of these risks are, also to measure knowledge level of the public about detecting suspicious activities. 

The final objective is to evaluate trust in the police forces, the engagement level with community police officers and how this trust and engagement affects willingness level to report or giving intelligence to police about counterterrorism.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

     According to Crown Prosecution Service (2025), Terrorism was defined one or more of the actions, both in and outside of the UK, such as serious violence against a person, serious damage to property, endangering a person's life (other than that of the person committing the action), creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public and action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system and where they are designed to influence the government, or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public, also the use or threat must be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.  

     The definition of terrorism is so clear nationally however that there is no agreement at the international level, based on its complex history and realpolitik, because the states prevent it from going under any obligation and responsibility by binding power of international law. As modern time terrorism, since French revolution, violence or threat of using violence to reach the political targets come across in different shapes such as to keep the power of government and monarchies, suppressing the opponents and oppositions, to overthrow the government, to get the freedom against imperialism, colonialism or communism. Terrorism, also as a dirty part of foreign affairs, is a practical and rational tool for the weak side in asymmetric combat (Kanat and Unal, 2023, p. 5).  

     Also, according to Akbari (2023) the reason and the course followed such as legal rights based on international humanitarian law or illegal advantages, targeting civilians and non-military objectives or not, are the criteria to define the people who took these actions, are freedom fighters or terrorists.  

     According to Protect UK (2025), terrorism threat in the U.K. is substantial now which means an attack is likely. Level of the threats which are designed to indicate likelihood attack based on available intelligence, terrorist capability, terrorist intention and time scale. Evaluation of the threat and its level helps to take proportionate, effective and responsive actions to prevent it. 

     According to Counter Terrorism Policing (2025), the biggest threats to the U.K. are Islamist extremist terrorism, extreme right-wing terrorism, and Russia, China and Iran related hostile actions. Forty-three last stage plots have been eliminated since 2017. The workload of MI5 is seventy five percent Islamist extremist terrorism, twenty five percent extreme right-wing terrorism and less than one percent extreme left-wing terrorism and single-issue ideologies. Under the led by the Home Office, counterterrorism strategy (CONTEST) prevent program, annually around seven thousand people are being assessed against radicalisation, sixty-five percent of them are having support by partners, and every six- or twelve-month period are being reassessed for any further action. Also, around five hundred people every year are being assessed as under risk of being drawn into terrorism. And finally, around twenty-two thousand reports have been done to the anti-terrorist hotline annually, twenty percent of them have been passed on to the officers after review, which proof, the public has been supporting counter-terrorism investigations with important and relevant intelligence. 

     Between 1963-1993, Welsh nationalist terrorist groups, The Movement for the Defence of Wales (MAC), Sons of Glyndwr (Meibion Glyndwr) and Free Wales Army operated low level terrorist activities for independent Wales. The symbolic attacks started after flooding Tryweryn Valley and evolved with events such as collapse of colliery in AberFan and the Investiture of Prince Wales.  The Terrorists' activities were planting bombs, sabotaging water pipes and arson attacks on holiday homes. The Free Wales Army was mostly a media propaganda tool. These actions could not help to achieve political targets; it was more damaging, rather than having the support at national level (Brooke, 2018, pp 45-69). 

     According to Byman (1998), ethnic terrorism is different from the other types of terrorism because of its unique characteristics so countering strategies should differ. Policymakers and analysts should focus on mainstream ethnic oppositions because the state should encourage them to police inside the community. Also, they should carefully analyse the relationship between mainstream and terrorist organisations if mainstream support it and help with the recruitment process or standing against it such as identifying and eliminating within the community. Understanding and reversing this relationship is the key point for countering ethnic terrorism. Necessary concessions should be made as a return, against mainstreams positive actions, before the terrorist organisations exploitation. Intelligence has a crucial role, which is needed for effective operations, and is also needed for political achievement for the state. So, intelligence is making the officers able to identify whom to approach or whom to arrest and realize the protection of the moderates from their own community. 

[bookmark: _Int_5MSe0O8V]       According to MI5 (2025), intelligence collection has vital importance to deal with the threats to the UK. 

     Intelligences can be classified by source as; open source (OSINT), human intelligence (HUMINT), measurements and signature intelligence (MASINT), signal intelligence (SIGINT) and imagery intelligence (IMINT). Human intelligence refers to intelligence sources but also refers to the collection process.  HUMINT has a vital role to assist counterterrorism activities against illegal organisations, as the best method to get access to terrorist intentions and plans. For effective results it should be supported with technical intelligence (Clark, 2014, p. 8-47). 

     According to Thomas (2016), if community policing becomes successful to solve the community problems with partner agencies, public trust and confidence will increase because of the accountable, open and transparent relationship. That will provide more information and intelligence, including counterterrorism areas by community. 

     Having willingness is not enough to report counterterrorism units, education is essential to be able to detect suspicious people or activities. According to Protect UK (2025), free online awareness courses were developed by National Counter Terrorism Security Office (NaCTSO), to raise awareness of terrorist threats. Courses are targeted to explain current terrorist tactics, how to identify and respond to suspicious behaviour, item or event.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

[bookmark: _Int_Icug4FWR]     Online survey is going to be used as a research method, which enables researchers to reach a vast number and wide range of participants, to collect and analyse data about public perception of counterterrorism in Wales. Questions were specifically designed for gathering qualitative data beside quantitative data to give a chance to explore public perspective for deeper understanding. As an efficient, less time consuming and easy to set up type of research method, online survey was preferred because the answers for quantitative questions could be analysed with a survey program which automatically turns them into statistical data effortlessly. With this online survey, primary data is targeted which represents all parts of the public, such as different opinions with different backgrounds, to reach objective conclusions about research subjects.  
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

     Participation of public members who are eighteen or above and live in Wales will be asked to respond to online surveys. Survey will be used for measuring perception of the public. Reaching vast numbers of the public will increase the responses to the questions, to ensure strengthening the reliability of the research. Survey with a terrorism topic which as an inevitable part of life, will provide different risk perceptions from different parts of the public with variable reasons, which will help counter terrorism units to see from the public perspective and determine the counterterrorism strategies to encourage the public to supply intelligence about suspicious people or activities. 
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[bookmark: _Int_tdGXOzGH]    According to Taherdoost (2016), survey is one of the most used data collecting methods by researchers in social sciences. The survey was chosen for this research as a research method to understand public perception, by asking questions directly to the public members to evaluate trust level of the public and intelligence providing collaboration. According to Ponto (2015), survey is the way to reach large audiences to collect information which reflects unique characteristics of the sample. So, that can used by researcher to generalise as the public members opinion about intelligence providing in a large area such as Wales. This survey is going to be conducted electronically. According to Metallinos-Katsaras and Beto (2025), in the internet age it is quicker, easier to collect and analyse the data which is more diverse as well. Using this type of survey will be helpful to reach different parts of Wales, which are in different police force areas, which have different demographic properties and different perceptions. Another advantage of this method, with some free software, is easy to set up the questionnaire and analyse the responds, and with social media platforms it will be also easy to reach far distant areas.  The survey has been preferred as the primary data collection method. According to Heap and Waters (2019), collecting primary data is a time-consuming effort. But with a previously well-planned questionnaire, it will be quicker to reach the target and gather first-hand information from responders about research subject which will be new and original that researcher collected, not the secondary data collected by others. According to Parajuli (2004), surveys give time to responders to think about the subject while ensuring anonymity. So, with this survey, related data can be collected while responder does not feel himself or herself under the pressure about confidential opinions like counterterrorism and trust in police forces with honest answers, and this helps to reach healthy conclusions about subject. In the questionnaire, there are some questions aimed at collecting qualitative data in addition to the rest of the questions focused gathering quantitative data. According to Koh and Owen (2000), surveys as descriptive research method provides information state of the subject at that time with both qualitative and quantitative data. The objective of merging them, to reach a consistent conclusion about public perception which is the main target of this research. According to Kelley-Quon (2018), using the quantitative and qualitative data together in the survey provides the perception addition to the usual data collection from records. Also, according to Kotronoulas et al (2023), with collection of quantitative data, analysis can be done statistically.  So, with this method and mixed questions, responders have a chance to explain the reasons behind their choices with their own words about what effects intelligence providing process.
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1) Gender?
            Male
            Female
            Other
2) How old are you?
             18-21
              21-25
              25-40
              40-60
              60 and over
3) Do you live in Wales? (Yes/No)
4) How long have you lived in Wales?
            Less than one year
            One to five years
            Five to ten years
             More than ten years



5) Which police force area do you live in?
           South Wales Police
           North Wales Police
           Gwent Police
           Dyfed-Powys Police
6) Are you fluent in Welsh? (Y/N)
7) What do you think of the threat level in the UK at the moment? 
Highly unlikely
Possible but unlikely 
Likely
Highly likely
High likely in the near future
8) Can you rank the terrorist threats to the UK from your perspective?
Nationalist Terrorists
Extreme Right-Wing Terrorists
Lone Wolf Terrorists
Islamist Extremist Terrorists
Other States Hostile Actions in the UK
Other (Please define)
9) Why did you mention this threat to the UK as number one? Why are they targeting the UK?
10) Do you trust the police forces? Can you please rank? (1 lowest trust, 10 highest trust level)
11) Do you find counterterrorism in Wales effective? (Y/N)
12) What is your terrorism definition?
13) Historic nationalist organisations such as Free Wales Army, Movement for Freedom of Wales (MAC) and Sons of Glyndwr, are they terrorist organisations or freedom fighters?
Freedom Fighters
Terrorist Organisations
14) What is the difference between terrorist organisations and freedom       fighters from your perspective?
15) Have you got any training to detect suspicious people, events or items which could be related to terrorism? (Yes/No)
16) Have you ever heard of ProtectUK online platform which provides free online terrorism awareness training? (Yes/No)
17) Have you ever heard of Prevent and Chanel programs to help the public members to prevent radicalisation and drawn in terrorism? (Yes/No)
18) Do you feel comfortable reporting any terrorism related activity to the authorities? (Y/N)
19) Do you know how to report suspicious people, activity or items related to terrorism? (Y/N)
20) Do you know your local PCSO (Police Community Safety Officer)? (Y/N)

21) Do you prefer the anti-terrorism hotline or your local PCSO (Police Community Safety Officer) to report suspicious people, activity or items related to terrorism?
             PCSO
             Anti-terrorism Hotline
22) Why do you prefer this way?
23) What is your recommendation to counterterrorism units to improve getting more support about collection of intelligence against terrorist activities?
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[bookmark: _Int_5c8aqms9]     The data analysis method for data collected with this survey’s quantitative questions is descriptive statistics and inferential statistics. According to Jansen and Warren (2025), sample will be investigated with the descriptive statistics, in this case that will be the participants of the survey, and population will be predicted with the inferential statistics, in this case adults who live in Wales. According to Omair (2014), data is being collected in quantitative research from different spores. The target of statistical analysis is organising the raw data into a meaningful way, so it could be used to make generalisations about the population. This analysis method allows to show patterns between collected data, to reveal the correlations to reach consistent conclusions. Also, this analysis method turns the raw data into numerical output which helps the researchers to present the results in an easy understandable way. According to Julius (2024), statistical analysis gives an objectivity to research which increases reliability which helps decision making process, also supports qualitative analysis.  According to Gutbezahl (2017), research can be prevented from bias by choosing the sample as random to avoid reaching the wrong conclusions because it can cause false representation of population. In this research, survey will be open to anyone, and focus will be reaching as many people as possible. So, the expectation is sample will represent the population in high accuracy.
   The analysis method for data collected within this survey’s quantitative questions is thematic analysis. The reason thematic analysis methods are being preferred for this survey is this method will make it possible to analyse the textual answers from the responders to open ended questions. According to Riger and Sigurvinsdottir (2016, p33), people's understanding, their experiences and the way they express differently. The reality for people differs from each other and thematic analysis helps to interpret people’s viewpoints. So, it is so important for this survey to understand the people who live in Wales and their perception about terrorism which this method will directly target.
According to Coulfield (2022), using thematic analysis, with an inductive approach, allows the data collected creates the codes and themes. Also, with semantic approach the data can be analysed with its explicit meaning. So, in this survey, this method will help to form codes and themes so meaningful and clear pathways can be generated to reach a meaningful conclusion from sample to population’s perceptions. Also, in this method, because of the qualitative questions, themes will be created independently rather than the researcher predicted before the survey. It can provide unexpected data which can help to see from different perspectives. That would be an effective and appropriate method for this research to evaluate public perception.  Also, that supports objectivity which increases the reliability of the research.
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