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Under the Crown Prosecution Service, the terms prostitution is known as sexual exploitation (Crown Prosecution Service, 2019). Child exploitation is a form of sexual abuse, in which children take part in sexual activities with someone who gives them incentives such as affection, money or drugs, often making the child think the relationship is loving, in other terms grooming (NSPCC, 2020). The Crown Prosecution Service produced a strategy known as Violence Against Women and Girls, to be able to provide better support to the victims, improvements with the prosecutions for the crimes and to work with other initiatives with cross-government strategies for Violence Against Women and Girls (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017). Within the ‘Working Together’ strategy, it states that child sexual exploitation can take place by an individual or a group, it can seem like consensual acts but the victims can still be sexually exploited and lastly, the child sexual exploitation can happen through the use of technology, not just always physically (HM Government, 2016). 
In 2014, an operation by the national crime agency, named operation Stovewood was established, to investigate into child sexual exploitation and abuse allegations in Rotherham between 1997-2013 (National Crime Agency, 2020). This operation was the biggest law enforcement investigation in connection with child sexual exploitation, with priorities including the focus being the victims, identifying the offenders and rebuilding the trust of the public (National Crime Agency, 2020). 
The National Crime Agency (1) (2020) documented that seven men were found guilty of offences of sexual abuse on the 28th August 2019, along with 14 others who had previously been convicted for sexual abuse to children in Rotherham. It was identified through the child sexual exploitation investigation in Rotherham, that throughout the years 1997-2013, over 1500 individuals were victims (BBC News, 2018). An inquiry by Jay (2014) has shown that out of all the children who were sexually abused throughout 1997-2013, one third of the cases were already known to the services due to neglect and protection of children. The children who were sexually abused by these offenders were raped by many different people, abducted and they were trafficked to other cities (Jay, 2014). 
The research by Jay (2014) has discovered that the police failed to help many victims of child sexual exploitation, treating them with disrespect, and did not appear to show importance to child sexual exploitation, with the failures of leadership in police contributing to the 1500 individuals being sexually exploited (Perraudin, 2018). It has been found that the system failed the children, with an example of a thirteen-year-old girl. Police got called to a house in which they found a group of men and a 13-year-old girl with her clothes disrupted and drunk from being given vodka. The response of the police not questioning the men and arresting the 13-year-old for drunk and disorderly offences (Bell, 2018).
The Independent Office for Police Conduct launched Operation Linden, with 98 investigations being examined in 2018, looking into accusations of police misconduct for the child sexual exploitation cases in Rotherham (Perraudin, 2018). There was a joint failure to stop the abuse, by the police and the councils, inclusive of failures to establish past weaknesses and work on them (Casey, 2015). 
In connection to prostitution in young children, before December 1998, there was no formal structure until ‘Children involved in prostitution’ was drafted by Department of Health and Home Office, and then ‘working together to safeguard children’ was then put in place two years after (Calder, 2008). The document was created to provide guidance on how all agencies should work together to safeguard children, as well as the promotion of welfare for children (Department for Education, 2015).
Jay (2014) reported that between the years 2010 and 2014, the police made many improvements, in order to be able to help with child sexual exploitation. In previous, the police had seen the child abuse had been viewed as a burden to the police service in Rotherham (Press Association, 2016). It had been found in the Jay (2014) report that the police developed better training in connection with child sexual exploitation and had more resources to deal with cases. Whilst developing this, they also developed an improved safeguarding board, so there was able to give a better response to child sexual exploitation and they had further developed systems to hold agencies to account (Jay, 2014).
Rotherham’s Member of Parliament (MP) has been reported to have spoken out about how the police need to implement drastic changes, after a report was issued with a complaint of how the police were not able to protect a woman from harm (BBC News, 2020). Sarah Champion has been involved in a many successes involving child sexual exploitation, such as campaigning for more recognition of what is going on, campaigned to further the law on child protection, and campaigned for more support to be provided for survivors of abuse (Sarah Champion, 2020). 
One of the many charities helping children who have been sexually exploited and fighting to put a stop child abuse is the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC). The NSPCC are said to have four services in place to help, inclusive of school assemblies, a childline, allowing child the support they require, a ‘Letting the Future In’ initiative and a provision of support for parents with newborns (NSPCC, 2020). The ‘Letting the Future In’ initiative was designed to provide supportive services to the individuals who have been victims of child sexual abuse. The initiative has several key findings inclusive of being able to work with children effectively, the social care professionals have been able to access additional training to be able to deliver therapeutic work with the children, and it has shown to be a valued initiative, such as helping with children having better moods, less anxiousness and more confidence (Carpenter et al, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the years, there have several allegations in Rotherham to do with child sexual abuse, and Operation Stovewood was initiated to investigate to identify the people who offended and provide support to those who were victims (National Crime Agency, 2020). It can also be seen that there are several types of support which have been put in place, such as the initiatives that Sarah Champion has campaigned for (Sarah Champion, 2020), and the work which the NSPCC do, to ensure children are educated and supported if they require it (Carpenter et al, 2016).  
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