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AHHI7016 – Assignment 1

a)
This document gives a date of the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the eighth year of King Richard II. The eighth regnal year began on 22 June 1384 and lasted until 21 June 1385.
 The Assumption is on 15 August,
 which makes the year 1384 for this document. This year was a leap year and Easter was celebrated on 10 April;
 thus the Assumption would have been recognised on Monday 15 August 1384,
 with the following Thursday being 18 August 1384 and so the document can be assigned this date.

b)
This confirmation was issued in the first year of the pontificate of Bishop Anian of St Asaph, on the day after St Mary Magdalene. There were two bishops of St Asaph named Anian (or Einion) in the medieval era, and in the absence of further qualifying information it is not possible to distinguish which Bishop Anian is involved. The first years of Anian I and Anian II were November 1249 - November 1250 and October 1268 - October 1269 respectively.
 St Mary Magdalene’s day is 22 July.
 In 1250 Easter day was 27 March,
 and so the day after St Mary Magdalene would have been Saturday 23 July 1250.
 In 1269 Easter day was 24 March,
 and the date of the document would have been Tuesday 23 July 1269.

c)
The Downham document is dated in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first in the episcopate of John Ketton. There was a bishop of Ely called John Ketton from 1310 to 1316,
 which was during the reign of King Edward II. The fourth regnal year of Edward II is 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.
 The court was held on the Thursday after Ash Wednesday. In 1311, Easter day was on 11 April;
 Ash Wednesday was on 24 February 1311.
 Thus the document should be dated Thursday 25 February 1311.

d)
The main topic of this document is the allocation of the lands of Geoffrey Ridel, which must have occurred after his death in the disaster of the White Ship, 25 November 1120.
 One of the witnesses is Earl David, the son of King Malcolm III and Queen Margaret of Scotland. After the death of his brother King Alexander, Earl David became the king of Scotland in April 1124.
 This means the document would not have been drawn up before December 1120 at the earliest and the latest date would be April 1124.  From the information given in the wording of the document presented here, this is the firmest calculation that can be made. However, the absence of a given name for the bishop of Lincoln could indicate that the bishop was not known or not consecrated at the time and the office was being addressed rather than the man. This may mean that the charter was drawn up after the death of Bishop Robert Bloet on 9 January 1123 and before the new bishop’s nomination in April or his consecration on 22 July that year.
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