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Introduction
The rise of COVID-19 has triggered new ways of learning. Most of the education institutions worldwide are seeking for online educational platforms to foster knowledge to all the students. It is a new normal that has changed the concept of education with online learning at the central of revolution. Garrison (2015) defines virtual learning is regarded as a collection of the software techniques that augment both teaching and learning. It leads to the availability of the students’ modules through a wide range of the electronic resources ranging from notes, podcasts, videos and hyperlinks. Consequently, placing an effective platform for both formative and summative assessment. Virtual learning environment offer the desired streamlined places where the different staff activities for the staffs and the students are done. They also assist in the administration of the classes as well as the organisation, generation of the right lesson plans and supporting of the students in an effective manner (Bates and Poole, 2013). The assignment is focused on attaining the impact of virtual learning environment during this period of COVID-19 pandemic through secondary and primary sources.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Literature Review
According to Bates and Poole (2013), virtual learning environment is regarded as an educational technology that is web-based platform for the digital components of courses of study within the educational institutions. They define the set resources, activities as well as interactions within the course structure. Duffy (2014) affirms that virtual learning incorporates the use of computer software or the internet to deliver the desired instructions for the students. During this period of Covid-19 pandemic the universities across the world pivoted to virtual learning despite its negative consequences. Virtual learning is regarded as a platform that leads to students’ exhaustion, exacerbation of the social class differences as well as a reflection of the gender inequalities (Garrison, 2015). Despite the various drawbacks it’s still regarded as significant platform during this period that fosters equalization of power. Most of the higher learning institutions have leveraged the different features to minimize biasness and upsurge the set accessibility. In addition to inclusion and enhancing the learning results. In a physical classroom set up the professor is always at the podium and the students have the liberty of choosing their own seats as they enter the lecture halls. Therefore, leading to biasness in terms of the students abilities. Roblyer (2016) argues that for virtual learning the teacher and the students have the same class status and the technology assigns them seats. Additionally the professors can incorporate the use of the virtual learning etiquette rules as well as features such as chat windows and mute buttons. It has made it easier for the lectures to know the students by name through their profile pictures, pronouns and pronunciations. Duffy(2014) reiterates that virtual learning provides an opportunity for seamless delivery where the staff and the students can access the same materials therefore leading to the desired consistency. Communication and connection has been steered through virtual learning environment through forums, board messages and offering of the desired mentorship (Akyol and Garrison, 2011). It also eliminates the visible differences among the students making it easier for the introverts to engage fully through the different technological tools such as chat windows and the response buttons.
Conversely it has been seen to deny the tutors and the students the required human to human contact therefore limiting the prospects of team building and role playing activities (Duffy, 2014). It has also been showcased that most of the students do not have the opportunity to seek for clarification and other students require lessons that are visual and auditory oriented.
In nutshell virtual learning environment has provided an opportunity for the learners to continue with their education during this period. Most of the institutions have adopted the different aspects that foster virtual learning environment such as video conferencing, audio  conferencing ,interactive online boarding, library of learning materials and teacher tools and controls to foster equality and diversity of the students. The choice of the tools and techniques depends on the abilities of the students. Virtual learning environment has  been considered as a platform that offers equality of learning despite denying the students the opportunity of face to face interaction.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Research Method  
Data collection methods 
The research has considered the use of quantitative technique that leads to the integration of statistical techniques in data analysis. The research incorporated the use of the questionnaire to collect the desired information from students concerning the impact of virtual learning environment. The questionnaires were distributed through the use of email and WhatsApp to reach the different respondents. The WhatsApp and email are regarded as the convenient ways of ensuring that social distancing is adhered to during this period of COVID-19 pandemic. It also ensured of effective communication with the respondents. The questionnaire technique was chosen due to its flexibility to structure and covers a wide range of respondents within the shortest time possible. The study incorporated a sample size of 20 respondents that were chosen through simple random sampling to give the students and equal opportunity of participation. The data was edited and checked for completeness and analysed through Microsoft excel sheets into tables and graphs for easier comprehension.
Ethical consideration
A study that involves human participants has to consider the incorporation of the desired ethical practices. The study accorded voluntary participation where they were allowed to stop at any stage of the research process. They were accorded an informed consent that gave a clear description of the purpose of the study prior to undertaking the study. Anonymity was also considered to ensure privacy and confidentiality was attained. The researcher had to seek permission from the management of the University to access the students contacts that were strictly used for the sake of the research.
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Analysis and interpretation 
The analysis is based on the data collected through the administration of questionnaires to the different students. The questionnaires were distributed to 20  students though 18 were completely filled and send back therefore leading to a 90% response rate.
Table 1:Gender
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Male
	10
	55.56

	Female
	8
	44.44

	TOTAL
	18
	100


According to the above table it is showcased that most off the respondents were male representing 55.56% while the females 44.44%

Table 2: Age 
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	18-22
	10
	55.56

	23-26
	7
	38.89

	27-30
	1
	5.56

	TOTAL
	18
	100


 According to the above table most of the respondents are between 18to 22 years representing 55.56%, 23-26(38.89%) and 27-30(5.56%)
Table 3: Accessibility of the module from home
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes-no problem 
	14
	77.78

	Yes but had problems
	3
	16.67

	No
	1
	5.56

	TOTAL
	18
	100


 The tables showcases that most of respondents were able to access the module from home without any problem representing 77.78%,those who accessed but had problems represent 16.67% and those who did not access represent 5.56.It shows that there is possibility of the ;module being accessed by the students at home.

Table 4: How often are you required by your teachers to use Moodle outside the classroom
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Never
	0
	0

	Less than one month 
	4
	22.22

	Once a month 
	3
	16.67

	Once a fortnight 
	11
	61.11

	Total
	18
	100


 The table shows that most of the students are required to use the module outside the classroom once a fortnight represent 61.11, less than one month 22.22% and once a month 16.67%.It shows that despite the Moodle being used at the classroom level they can also be used by the students outside the classroom to assist in doing their assignments.

Table 5: How is your subject module used 
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Not at all
	2
	11.11

	Very small extent 
	3
	16.67

	Large extent 
	10
	55.56

	Very large extent 
	3
	16.67

	TOTAL
	18
	100


 According to the above the module is used to a large extent representing 55.56%,very large extent 16.67%,very small extent 16.67% and not at all 11.11.It can be deduced that the modules play a critical role for the students while undertaking their studies.


	
	Frequency 
	Percentage


	The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time, place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently
	14
	77.78

	The way in which subject/course are set up encourages me to learn independently
	17
	94.44

	For my subject the resource for me on Moodle are mainly for information purposes
	15
	83.33

	Generally for my subjects the activities on Moodle encourage me to talk to other students about work
	16
	88.89


The table showcases that online modules give the learners the opportunity to learn at their own time and pace that is suitable for their independent learning signifying 77.78%,the manner in which the subjects are set up encourages independent learning representing 94.44%,83.33%  showcases that most of the students are incorporating the online modules as a great source of information for their studies and finally 88.89% showcases that the modules encourage interaction with other students in completing the set activities.
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Conclusion 
The research report focused on ascertaining the impact of virtual learning environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The research incorporated the use of primary and secondary methods of collecting data. The primary methods included the use of questionnaires that were administered to the respondents through email and WhatsApp.
According to the different publications the use of the virtual learning environment has been widespread during this COVID-19 pandemic period. Virtual learning environment has fostered the continuity of learning for the students while at home. It has led to the provision of equal power among the students in terms of knowledge and capabilities eliminating biasness. It has also made it easier for the tutors to know the students by name due to the profile showcasing their names. Therefore, leading to the desired interaction among the students and the tutor. Virtual learning during this period has offered an elegant designed space for teaching as well as learning where the tutors and the students feel at ease. Despite being regraded to offer an antisocial atmosphere for the students it improves the social space of a classroom.
Based on the data collected from the administration of the questionnaires it can be deduced that most of the students have been able to access the modules online without any problem. However, students are also experiencing online technological challenges in terms of internet connectivity. The accessibility of the modules has fostered convenience in terms of the time, need and pace that suits independent learning. The students can easily access their classes from any place where they are situated. The online modules have been set up in a manner that encourages the students to foster independent learning as well as interacting with others.
As the pandemic is coming to an end it is recommended that institutions will consider the positive aspects of virtual learning environment that has been discovered. The positive aspects need to be used in create the right paradigm shift in the education sector that fosters inclusivity, equitability and accessibility.
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Gender
· Male 
· Female
Age
· 18-22
· 23-26
· 27-30

Have you tried to access module from home
· Yes-no problem
· Yes but had a problem 
· No
On average how often are you required by your teachers to use moodle outside the classroom
· Never
· Less than once a month
· Once a month 
· Once a fortnight
Overall, how is your subject module used 
· Not at all
· Very small extent 
· Large extent 
· Very large extent 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements concerning the use of the Moodle to encourage independent learning 
	
	Disagree
	S. Disagree
	Neutral 
	Agree
	S. Agree

	The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time, place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently
	
	
	
	
	

	The way in which subject/course are set up encourages me to learn independently
	
	
	
	
	

	For my subject the resource for me on Moodle are mainly for information purposes
	
	
	
	
	

	Generally for my subjects the activities on Moodle encourage me to talk to other students about work
	
	
	
	
	



Gender	Male 	Female	55.56	44.44	Accessibiity 	Yes-No problem	Yes but had problem 	No	77.78	16.67	5.56	Series 2	Yes-No problem	Yes but had problem 	No	Series 3	Yes-No problem	Yes but had problem 	No	Response	Less than one month 	Once a month 	Once a  fortnight	Never	22.22	16.67	61.11	0.0	Series 2	Less than one month 	Once a month 	Once a  fortnight	Never	Series 3	Less than one month 	Once a month 	Once a  fortnight	Never	Response	Not at all	Very small extent	Large extent	Very large extent	11.11	16.67	55.56	16.67	Series 2	Not at all	Very small extent	Large extent	Very large extent	Series 3	Not at all	Very small extent	Large extent	Very large extent	