[bookmark: _Int_BeEsDDpm]Out of all the relationships Alexander is said to have participated in his intimate relationship with the eunuch Bagoas is the one that has arguably caused the most controversy with both ancient and modern scholars. As while he was only lover for the latter half of his life some ancient authors claim that Bagoas was the herald for the ‘degeneracy’ that would mark the later part of Alexanders life and reign. 
[bookmark: _Int_jyQnMiNC]Bagoas was a eunuch slave who was said to have been the lover of the Persian King Darius the third before being given to Alexander as a gift by Nabarzanes when Alexander finally entered the Persian Kings Palace[footnoteRef:22456]. Alexander was said to have been very taken with the boy and took him as a lover[footnoteRef:2181]. With it being written that during the celebrations that took place when Alexander and his army made it out of the desert on their journey back from India that Bagoas took part in and then won the singing and dancing competition which earned him a kiss from Alexander and was supported by those in attendance of the festivities with cheering[footnoteRef:15682]. Though it should be noted that out of all our sources it’s Quintus Curtius Rufus who expands Bagoas role in Alexanders life and court beyond that of simply his lover. With Rufus claiming that Bagoas is responsible for the death of several prominent nobles by telling Alexander false accusations about them and incriminating them on false charges[footnoteRef:21775].  [22456:  Tougher Shaun, The Renault Bagoas: The Treatment of Alexander the Great’s Eunuch in Mary Renaults, The Persian Boy, 2008, New Voices in Classical Reception Study, Issue 3, Cardiff University, P1]  [2181:  Rufus Quintus Curtius, Histories of Alexander the Great of Macedon, 1908, trans Hedicke Edmund, BG Teubneri, Leipzig, Perseus Digital Library: https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0536%3Abook%3D6%3Achapter%3D5%3Asection%3D23, (Accessed 13 April 2024)]  [15682:  Plutarch, Plutarch's Lives, 1919, trans Perrin Bernadotte, Harvard University Press, London, William Heinemann Ltd, Perseus Digital Library: https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:abo:tlg,0007,047:67, (Accessed 13 April 2024)]  [21775:  Rufus Quintus Curtius, Histories of Alexander the Great of Macedon, 1908, trans Hedicke Edmund, BG Teubneri, Leipzig, Perseus Digital Library: https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0536%3Abook%3D6%3Achapter%3D5%3Asection%3D23] 

[bookmark: _Int_HWtXXeb1][bookmark: _Int_yWGZgfma][bookmark: _Int_vnZVhvAD][bookmark: _Int_NjtALuhw][bookmark: _Int_ZHTPBtlR][bookmark: _Int_CyAYK9MI][bookmark: _Int_Bsx1Ca6T][bookmark: _Int_5rr0sW60][bookmark: _Int_9dS20RQP][bookmark: _Int_asuneTSp][bookmark: _Int_ko3DaCWu]Though it should be noted that in Rufus was a Roman author and his ‘Histories of Alexander the Great’ were written during the Roman Empire in what was thought to be the middle or late part of the first century AD[footnoteRef:19852]. While the identity of Quintus Curtius Rufus is disputed as all we have proving a ‘Quintus Curtius Rufus’ wrote the histories is his name on the manuscript, I would argue that this doesn't make the work any less telling of attituded towards the figure of Bagoas[footnoteRef:17365]. As the relationship between Alexander and Bagoas would have been seen as acceptable to Rome at the time due to the fact that due to Bagoas being both a eunuch and a slave he was lower in social status than Alexander and to the Roman eye would clearly be the passive partner in this scenario, with Alexander being higher in social status and therefore the active partner[footnoteRef:18807]. Not to mention the fact that boys between the ages of twelve and twenty were seen as acceptable partners for men to have which Bagoas again fits when Rufus describes him as being a at that age[footnoteRef:1984]. And as the Romans equated the passive partner with femineity and the active partner with masculinity this again means that they fit neatly into Roman expectations of this kind of relationship[footnoteRef:10223]. While it's clear that Rufus didn't have an issue with the nature of the relationship between Alexander and Bagoas, arguably going out of his way to making their relationship acceptable to the people who would be reading his histories. He did go on to vilify Bagoas later in his work which may have been due to the fact that the Romans had a very negative view on what they saw as the decedent east. As while the Roman Empire much of Greek culture with much of the Roman elite learning Greek as a second language they still saw Greece as a place of luxuries where the people were overindulgent with some Roman aristocrats warning that Greek influences would corrupt Roman morals and piety[footnoteRef:29027]. So it might be that Rufus or the writers who created the histories may have been trying to warn their readers against these influences from the east and the dangers of becoming susceptible to them as shown in Rufus work. Which many have been directed at those in power at the time such as the emperors’ who could arguably find themselves mirrored in the figure of Alexander. As there's evidence that during the late first century the concept of eunuchs was well known at the time. Yet they were the objects of suspicion and ridicule by the public in the Rome, with them being thought of as lust filled beings that were often the objects of satire[footnoteRef:22179]. There was also the fear that eunuchs were taking part in adultery with married women as women wouldn't have to worry about getting pregnant from there affairs[footnoteRef:31749]. And while it seems to be rarer eunuchs could rise in imperial favour and power in the later Roman Empire and perhaps this was the aspect that Rufus was warning his audience about most[footnoteRef:9269].  [19852:  Baynham Elizabeth, Alexander the Great: The Unique History of Quintus Curtius Rufus, 1998, University of Michigan Press, P202]  [17365:  Hamilton J. R., The Date of Quintus Curtius Rufus, 1988, Historia: Zeitschrift fur Alte Geschichte, vol 37, no 4, P445]  [18807:  Karras Mazo Ruth, Active/Passive, Acts/Passions: Greek and Roman Sexualities, 2000, The American Historical Review, Vol 105, No. 4, P1256]  [1984:  Olson Kelly, Masculinity, Appearance and Sexuality: Dandies in Roman Antiquity, 2014, Journal of the History of Sexuality, Vol 23, No.2, P184]  [10223:  Olson Kelly, Masculinity, Appearance and Sexuality: Dandies in Roman Antiquity, 2014, Journal of the History of Sexuality, Vol 23, No.2, P184]  [29027:  Isaac Benjamin, The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity, 2004, Princeton University Press, P384]  [22179:  Stevenson Walter, The Rise of Eunuchs in Greco-Roman Antiquity, 1995, Journal of the History of Roman Sexuality, Vol 5, No. 4, P499]  [31749:  Stevenson Walter, The Rise of Eunuchs in Greco-Roman Antiquity, 1995, Journal of the History of Roman Sexuality, Vol 5, No. 4, P500]  [9269:  Stevenson Walter, The Rise of Eunuchs in Greco-Roman Antiquity, 1995, Journal of the History of Roman Sexuality, Vol 5, No. 4, P506
] 

While we see in the sources written by Greek authors such as Plutarch and Dicaearchus that while Bagoas is mentioned as being the lover of Alexander and their relationship being a prominent part of Alexanders later life Bagoas role is never expanded upon in either of their writings. From there histories its indicated that those who witnessed Alexander and Bagoas relationship approved of it which makes sense when looking at how such relationships were views in Ancient Greece[footnoteRef:5822]. As much like in Rome it was perfectly acceptable for a man and a boy to have a sexual relationship which is clearly defined in both Plutarch and Dicaearchus works[footnoteRef:16512]. While Dicaearchus dose mention how Alexander was particularly taken with Bagoas that does not seem to affect how much influence Bagoas had over Alexander, simply that Alexander was prone to public displays of affection with the boy[footnoteRef:29089]. And it should be noted that Dicaearchus was the author writing closest to the time of Alexander which implies that he may have had the most accurate idea of what the nature of their relationship truly was. While there was stigma around eunuchs in Greece with them being seen as effeminate and often unnatural with them being both overly sexual beings and often removed from sexual desire[footnoteRef:22254].  [5822:  O’Sullivan Lara, (2024), Kissing Bagoas, Available at: https://www-cambridge-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/core/journals/greece-and-rome/article/kissing-bagoas/2A13E29BBFA6F5C08E1FBE229C3E50DF#, (Accessed 14 April 2024)]  [16512:  Hubbard K. Thomas, Homosexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome: A Sourcebook of Basic Documents, 2003, University of California Press, P 5]  [29089:  O’Sullivan Lara, (2024), Kissing Bagoas, Available at: https://www-cambridge-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/core/journals/greece-and-rome/article/kissing-bagoas/2A13E29BBFA6F5C08E1FBE229C3E50DF#, (Accessed 14 April 2024)]  [22254:  Stevenson Walter, The Rise of Eunuchs in Greco-Roman Antiquity, 1995, Journal of the History of Roman Sexuality, Vol 5, No. 4, P503] 

In conclusion when looking at the figure of Bagoas the authors own preconceptions of eunuchs and the stigmas around them seem to inform their view of Bagoas. Less as a historical figure in his own right but what his presence meant for Alexander and his rule. 
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