Roman military diplomas are binding legal documents, created for administrative purposes. They were created to reflect the viewpoints of the Roman military, focusing on soldiers’ rights, entitlements and legal proof of military service. This means they offer limited view into the life of an auxiliary soldier compared to that of a regular soldier.
The diploma was used to document specific military service awards or in most cases citizenship. These documents focus on an individual soldier; in our case that of Dassius, an auxiliary who served in Syria as a part of a cavalry regiment in the year AD 88. However, these diplomas do not provide larger context such as political or motivational military campaigns.
Additional, military diplomas do not include much information about the soldier in question. It provides the name, location served, rank, and sometimes the birthplace of a soldier, it provides little personal details about their life. Soldiers in the Roman army were treated as a part of a much larger system and the diploma embodies that in it’s purely administrative look.
Military diplomas only record the grant of citizenship to veterans. They do not however explain the broader military policies, strategies behind campaigns. Thus, while they may inform is if the end result; A veteran’s reward, they do not offer much insight into the process; how decisions were made about when and where to fight, the political climate or the economic conditions that influenced military policies.
While Roman military diplomas are valuable for understanding military service and the legal rights of soldiers, their limited scope, focus on legal and administrative matters, and potential lack of broader context mean that they must be used alongside other types of sources (like narrative histories, archaeological findings, and inscriptions) to gain a fuller understanding of the Roman military and society as a whole
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