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Section 1
The importance of early intervention for children with Dyspraxia 
Dr Lowth  (2018) states “10%” of children have Dyspraxia in the UK. However, NHS (2019) and Dyspraxia UK (2021) suggests, that children with Dyspraxia are not formally diagnosed until they are in reception. So, more children then Dr Lowth (2018) states may have undiagnosed Dyspraxia.  This is furthered by, Wayman (2016) states that “82%” of children are missing out on treatment and being diagnosed because, of the long referral process the current system has.  This affects, the opportunities  for early intervention for children with Dyspraxia. Dyspraxia foundation (2018)  states that, “50% to 70% of children with Dsypraxia are not receiving support for their mental health . Payne (2015) describes early intervention for a child with Dyspraxia, as having appointments with speech and language theorists and the setting implementing picture labels on draws, to ensure that the child know where everything is during play. Elkan (2021) agrees with this and states that “90% of information taken in is visual cues” such as draw labels to supporting understanding and memory.  
The process of the diagnoses of Dyspraxia,  NHS (2021a) is children being tested to demonstrate their fine and gross motor skills,  then their  understanding. The child will be asked, to balance on objects and draw in a room unfamiliar with them as these tests will not take place in preschool setting. Also, to test the child’s understanding (NHS 2021), the child may have to answer a series of questions that the therapist asked, who the child may not have meet before the session. So, Hutchings (no date) states that some test may be not accurate because, of the child being, with an unfamiliar adult and environment. If early intervention is not put in place then, children with dyspraxia with fall under the radar or will not develop key understandings and recognition for following direction , so will fall behind their peers more then if early intervention is put in place. In particular when, the child processing into primary school and work is more independent British council (2021). 
Algra et. al (2011) states early intervention is important for children with Dyspraxia as,  it potentially reduces the risk of the child falling too far behind their peers. Also, Early intervention Foundation (2021 a) suggests that if the child receives early intervention, then this will support the child’s future achievements such as job opportunities they will receive.   However, for the intervention to be effective the child needs to receive the same support at home not just at school. To support parents, the Wales Children's Commissioner (2021) have created a “no door is the wrong door” scheme to support parents struggling with providing early intervention for their child with Dyspraxia, this includes directing parents to grants to provide resources for the child and to support the parents throughout the referral process such, as what to bring with them to the therapy sessions. This supports Piaget’s theory as Wardle (2015) reference Piaget’s theory, that children  learn from the adult around them, Piaget’s also theorised that the child’s parents are their first educators. 
On the other hand, parents with learning difficulties may struggle to provide the child with early intervention particularly to children with dyspraxia as The Dyspraxia foundations (2021 B ), states  Dyspraxia can be inherited, so if one parents has dyspraxia then they may struggle to support their child with speech or the child’s physical development because of their own anxieties, Katz (2021). Additionally, Logsdon (2020) explains that some parents may not recognise the signs that their child may have Dyspraxia or accept that their child has Dyspraxia, this can be a barrier for practitoner when approaching the subject of referrals and funding. 
Help my child learn (no date) states that parents may be anxious to accept that their child has a learning disability because, of the fear of being judge by the child’s class friends and other parents. Similarly, Lauchlan and Bolyle (2007), suggests that children should not be given labels at a young age because, of the potential mental health issues it could create later in the child’s life, such as depression or low self-esteem. Similar to this, Jankowski (2021) says by the practitoner putting labels on the child at a young age,  through early intervention then the parents may become defensive of them and prevent the child from developing their independence. 
In spite of this, Algraigray (2017) states, putting a label on the additional learning need,  is good as it allow the practitoner to get the most support and to provide the early intervention as soon as possible. Also, Algraigray (2017) argues,  that it is not the diagnosis that is discriminated against, is people pre- ideas of the actions that child may present, for example behaviourally. So, the practitoner should focus on teaching the children to accept all children regardless of their behaviour for example, rather then taking away the label. This demonstrates, the need to provide the early intervention as quickly as possible regardless of the stigma Dyspraxia may have in certain cultures. However, the practitoner must respect the parents wishes, even if they disagree with them (Gov.uk 2018). 
Despite this, early intervention must not be rushed as “50% of children are misdiagnosed” (Vasager 2010), so if the child is wrongly diagnosed then the early intervention will not be useful as Nasrallah (2015) explains the early intervention may be too easy or too difficult for the child if they are miss diagnosed, which will have a negative effect on the children outcomes. An example, (Spriro 2021) of an easy misdiagnose is if the practitoner or early intervention team focus on the child’s low attention, then they may misdiagnose the child which ADHD as it is a similar trait in both additional learning  needs. Additionally, the implications of the child being misdiagnosed for their early intervention is that,  they may not see the other professional that they need.
Speech and language therapy is an early intervention for children with Dyspraxia as it provides the child with the resources to develop their memory skills to remember and understand instructions and process, NHS (2021). However, Royal college of speech and language therapist (2020) and Chadd et al. (2021),  states that because of Covid-19, “63.1% of speech and language session are online”. Although, the benefits of this according to  Gov.uk (2020) was to reduce the risk of Covid-19 and the child getting ill. This has put some families at a disadvantage, compared to others as Morin (2020) explains, that children who are highly skilled on technology will be able to confidently participate in the speech and language therapy  session. However, some children would not have benefited from this experience and may have been nervous to go back to the sessions. As, ISP news (2020) results show that “33%”of household had unsecure or poor quality internet. So, during a speech and language session the therapist may not have heard what the child said , to see if they had the right answer or how the words were pronounced, also children with Dyspraxia may be distracted by the screen and loose focus during the sessions. 


Section 2 
Barrier one, one to one activity in separate room 
NHS (2021) states, children with dyspraxia have attention difficulties. Cicerechia (2021) suggests that children should be given more time to do activities in particular work sheet, so common practice is for the child to be one to one or in a small group outside the classroom.  ( Department of Education 2019) when they enter key stage one years. 

Although, NHS (2020),  states that a quiet room for the child to work in, is more beneficial for supporting children with dyspraxia development, as it allows the child the best chance to concentrate because there is less distractions for example, children talking  in other groups or the staff moving around the room. Taking a group of children out the room can be barrier as, in particular to children with dyspraxia, this draw attention to them and lowers their self esteem, as they will be anxious about being different (Dyspraxia Foundation 2016).  As, the child will be brought out of the classroom when the whole class teaching is finished, and when all the other children are quiet. This will led, to the other children asking where they are going and why because, the whole classroom is quiet and still and that group would be the only ones moving (Morrison 2021).

Furthermore, Green and Payne (2018),  states that children with dyspraxia may develop mental health issues which can be linked to thinking  they are being tested for example, when they get taken out of the classroom for one to one time, they may feel anxious about getting the answer wrong. NHS (2019),  States that if children feels under pressure then, they will have attention difficulties, this is worsened by the practitioners writing notes while the child is working or if their is a time limit for the activities to be completed in (NHS 2020). This put children with dyspraxia at a disadvantage as, NHS (2021a ) and Dyspraxia Foundation (2019),  states that children with dyspraxia have attention difficulties, which will decrease if under pressure, so children should not be put under test circumstances with dyspraxia. This would not give, the teacher an accurate representation of the child’s ability, if the children is  put at an unfair disadvantage, this is following the guidance by the Department of Education (2014)  and Welsh Government (2018). 

Also children who are taken out the main classroom may fear being judged but their peers, which under the Equality Act (2010) (Gov.uk 2013), the child has the right not be discriminated against for their disability. Department Of Education (2018) “states that 89% of children have suffered verbal abuse/bullying” one of the contributing factors of this according to Department of Education (2018), is children with a disability being more likely, to be bullied then children with no disability. However, through further research, this article is not specifically for children with dyspraxia after researching, there is no specific percentage for each disability of children who are bullied because of Dyspraxia.  

 To overcome this barrier the teacher should, ensure that the room remains quiet during focus learning time, ( NHS 2021 b) .Although, Cooper (2017) , recognises the difficulties of this, NHS (2021 c ) suggests to keep loud activities, outside such as music to reduce the noise inside, which can be overpowering for children with Dyspraxia.  This would enable,  the child with dyspraxia to concentrate as they will be focused on  their activity and not be distracted by too much noise. This leds ,to the child being able to get engrossed in their activity fully to gain the best out the interaction Johnson (2021). 

Barrier 2 
Practitioner planning activities to include all. 

Dyspraxia Foundation (2021a )  suggests another barrier for children with dyspraxia is the environment, such as the layout of the setting, as many setting are full of furniture or toys with little room to move and many objects to avoid.
Gill (2019) states, that children with dyspraxia have physical development delays, which leads to children with dyspraxia  often called clumsy, which according to Dyspraxia Foundation (2014),  the setting should make sure that their minimal  objects on the floor to give the child the best chance. Scope (2021),  suggests that if a child with dyspraxia keeps failing over in the setting, then they will loose confidence in their abilities and start to withdraw from physical activity, even if they are just failing over other toys on the setting floor. The importance of a clear floor, for children with Dyspraxia is, to support the child to develop their physical development. Thomas, (2019 and Elrick (2016)  suggests,  that to support children’s physical disabilities then the setting should be clearly laid out so their is a clear walk way through the setting. This supports, children with dyspraxia as they can travel around safety and develop their muscles and balance .

To further this, Matt (2018)  states that children with dyspraxia have difficulties sleep which links to poor balance and control over moments such as running. According to NHS Borders (2011),  lack of sleep is also an contributing factor for low self esteem within children, as children may not understand why they keep failing over or why they are not sleeping. 

Additionally , all settings should have  more than one fire escape route, that all staff are aware of  for the children with disabilities, and  should be accommodate for. So,  if a child with dyspraxia is in the setting then, the routes should not include climbing over anything such as fences or toys within the setting as it increasing the risk of injury ( HM Government, 2006).
 
Similarly, as fire escapes routes being accessible to all, under the Equality Act ( Gov.uk 2013) and Education Act (2011) Department of Education (2011)  All activities should be accessible to all children. An example, of this in particular, is sports days, as Sheilds and Synnot ( 2016),  results show that children with physical delays or disabilities have low involvement within sport competition, this is due to the pressure on children to get a winning ribbon, or their lack of  self esteem for activities they fine difficult, such as catching. 



Section 3 
Support for children with Dyspraxia, in an early year’s setting. 
Central of Disease control and prevention ( 2021) explains, that early support strategies, are  important for children with Dyspraxia as, if the child gets support early, then the support  will be in place throughout the child school years’ and the practitioners working with the child will be able to support the child immediately as, they will understand the difficulties the child may have. 
 One support strategy,  used to support children with Dyspraxia is,  having a one-to-one support. One to one support is, important  according to Welsh Government (2020) for children with SEN, during Covid- 19. As, Cornwall Dyspraxia Association (2012) explains the difficulties children with Dypraxia have with special awareness, Welsh Government (2020) and Gov.Uk (2020) enforced a “2 meter rule” during Covid-19 so, children with Dyspraxia needed extra support, during this time as they need assistance on special awareness to how far two meters are. 
[bookmark: _Hlk73883758]However, according to NAHT (2021) 73% of settings find It harder to fund, extra members of staff  to enable the child to have one to one support due to setting budget being reduced yearly. Also, NAHT (2021) “found that 15% of referral take longer to finalised then 6 months” NAHT (2021). This led to, setting not being able to get the funding to pay for that member of staff, to get training or to employ a new member of staff, because setting can not afford to pay for one to one support without the additional funding early years alliance (2021). 
Lack of funding for the setting, also means that the one to one staff may not get the correct training in order to support the child with Dyspraxia effectively, as Couglan (2017) demonstrates only “0.65% of the school budget is used on training”. However, the criticism of Couglan (2012)  percentage,  includes mandatory training, that all staff have to complete, so does not explore in depth the percentage of focused training to support the individual members of staff next steps or current one to one child. 
Furthermore, Dyspraxia Foundation (2017) states that “71%” of staff have low understanding and knowledge about Dyspraxia and how to support a child with Dyspraxia effectivity. This negatively impacts, a child with Dyspraxia as Dyspraxia foundation  (2021 b) suggests, that practitioners working with children with Dyspraxia should be trained specifically to support the child effectively. Dyspraxia Foundation (2017) explains as, children with Dyspraxia get under the radar, as they seem to be coping with the activities. However, Special World (2017) suggests that they may not understand what the activity was they are simply, coping the child next door to get the idea of what the task was. 
 According to Gov.uk (2017) “30%” of parents worry about the qualification that the one to one staff member has to support their child. Parvin (2019) explains that Dyspraxia is a complex Special educational need, as it effects the children holistic development not just one particular area of development. So, staff must be highly training with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of Dyspraxia, in order to create the most effective one to one opportunities for the child. 
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