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Language and literacy in the digital age.
This assignment will be looking into and discussing the benefit of storytelling for young children from birth to seven years old. It will also look at what digital storytelling is and what the differences between traditional storytelling and digital storytelling are. This assignment will be looking at how storytelling in both digital and traditional concepts can promote babies and young children’s language and literacy development. This assignment will also be looking at the importance of digital literacy for young children and how the digital storytelling format can contribute towards young children’s literacy and oracy skills and development. 
Throughout this assignment, there has been evidence to suggest that storytelling is a positive way to encourage language and literacy skills and development through both digital storytelling and also traditional storytelling. This is because the storytelling process was engaging on each platform for young children, allowing for engaged listening and offering opportunities for the children to contribute to the story. This promotes sustained shared thinking. Goodall, (2021) states the benefits of engaging with children during story times and how involving children in the story telling process can promote language and literacy skills as well as promoting confidence and self- esteem.
For this assignment, the two stories were the same in order to provide more… comparison. The story chosen for the assignment was ‘Oi! Cat. This story was intended for children around four years of age. It gave examples of rhyming words throughout which Shanahan, (2015) states is beneficial for children’s cognitive development. Sanahan, (2015) suggests that learning to rhyme words in early years leads to better reading ability. However also suggests that rhyming can improve with reading ability meaning that the two abilities work well together as an intertwined learning experience.  
Kay, (2014). Would agree that use of rhyme in early years educational settings helps to promote language, literacy and writing skills. Kay, (2014). Also states that using rhythmic language in settings can support language development whilst also helping children with learning difficulties such as dyslexia to understand literacy.  
During the stories, the storyteller used vocal expression which Victoria state government, (2019). States is a way to support children’s understanding of the story and also to enhance the story meaning. Another way to support the children’s understanding of the story is to use gestures and body language which Victoria state government, (2019) also states is a way to enhance the storytelling experience. 
There were little differences between the digital story and the traditional story, however one factor of the digital story was that the images and text could be zoomed in on to allow better visual for children who might suffer from a visual impairment or for children who were sitting towards the back of the room. This made the digital story more accessible and possibly a good alternative for settings which provide care for children with additional learning needs. Ellis, (2021). Would agree that using resources which are accessible to every child, ensures a learning experience which is attainable for all children. Ellis, (2021). Also states that use of ICT and videos is an impacting way to provide quality education. 
The traditional story also provided engaging content with opportunities for the children to contribute however, if there were children in the class who were having difficulty seeing the pages, then it would be more efficient to use a digital version. Despite this, the traditional story was told on the same level as the children as the storyteller sat on the floor therefore should be at a good angle for all children to be able to see. 
Rahiem,(2021). states that storytelling is a valuable resource for teaching in early years settings across the world and is used in all cultures since the beginnings of the human language. Mages, (2020) would agree with this, stating that even in times before stories were written down, they were spoken and used as entertainment among people of all ages. Rahiem,(2021). also states that storytelling is an effective way to educate children because children are excited by stories and find enjoyment through listening and contributing to them. 
Gibb, (2016). Would agree with this, suggesting the important impact of reading and telling stories to children not only in early years but throughout their education. Gibb, (2016) also states that setting the foundations for literacy is beneficial for oracy and language development. This is because having and understanding of literacy and oracy from an early age gives children an advantage in being able to express themselves and speak their own minds. This links with article 12 of the UNCRC which is a child’s right to a voice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95676568]From birth to seven years children acquire approximately twenty-six thousand words according to  Pediatric Speech, Occupational and Physical Therapy, (2018). This gives an insight into the complexity of early years speech and language development. Vygotsky, cited in Kurt, (2020) states that children learn language through interaction with people around them and that having positive communication with an adult who teaches them is beneficial for their language and speech development. 
Without broad experiences with language use, children are at risk of developing language delay which, as Prasad, (2015) suggests is different to speech delay. Language delay is when a child is not acquiring language which is typically expected from their age; this could be for many reasons such as lack of communication and expressive language from peers or possibly due to a language barrier, for example, where English is not the child’s first language. Maulana, (2020) suggests that language delay is more occurrent in children who have more screentime however, Maulana, (2020) also states that the children in this study were not necessarily exposed to educational screentime. This suggests that arguably, limited screentime with educational content could actually be beneficial for children’s language acquisition, however more research may be needed for this.
 Carr, et al. (2013). Suggest that language delay is often more present in families which are less financially stable, therefore one way in which this could be targeted is to provide extra provisions for children who are in these situations. Pape, (2018). States that flying start offer screening for speech and language delays in young children meaning that all children are screened by health care professional and if a speech and language delay is identified, then a referral to a speech and language specialist will be made. Pape, (2018) suggests talking to children face to face and using storytelling as a bonding experience which will benefit children’s language and literacy development. Pape, (2018). Also suggests multiagency work to prevent early years language delay. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95820852]The Department for education and training, (2015) suggests using screentime as a learning tool that parents/ caregivers can contribute to by explaining what is happening, responding to the child’s reactions and talking about what they are seeing on the screen while also making sure children have access to a wide range of other activities including toys and use of the outdoors. 
Nuggent and Supplee,(2018) would agree with this stating that there are benefits of co-viewing and co-playing with screentime between an adult and child. This is because adults can provide children with educational content and can also explain the videos in detail to their child allowing for sustained shared thinking and promotion of language and linguistic skills. 
Alberta family wellness, (2022) argues that without serve and return during children’s interactions, there is a risk of developmental impairment, Alberta family wellness, (2022) goes on to suggest that screentime for young children interferes with the serve and return exchanges which over time could lead to a negative impact on a child’s brain development. 
During the digital version of the two storytelling videos for this assignment, there were opportunities for serve and return interactions. This is because the storyteller was interacting and discussing the story with the children, asking open ended questions which the children had opportunities to answer. Using open ended questions allows children to think for themselves and create ideas in their own imaginations, this is supported by Ritchie, (n.d) who states that open ended questions do not have a right or wrong answer and therefore promote discussion and conversation, which can contribute to language and literacy development. This also allows children to build their imagination and observation skills. 
   Donohue, (2014) would also agree that using technology as a tool for developing children’s cognitive development is beneficial for children’s learning. Donohue, (2014) also suggests that using digital technology with children can help them to develop socially and emotionally, explaining that providing children with educational resources can promote all aspects of their cognitive development by giving them opportunities to experience new things which had not been experienced before technology. This could be cultural awareness or creativity in designing and making their own projects. 
The Donaldson report, (2015) states the importance for digital literacy in schools suggesting that children will need to be digitally competent for success in their adulthood and that learners should be receiving a twenty-first century education. This links with the cross curricular approach which Twinkl, (2021), suggests is beneficial for learning between different subjects, for example with this assignment, a story was told in a traditional way and then it was adapted and taught with another resource which expands a child’s mindset promoting critical thinking and imagination, as well as promoting language and literacy development.
The digital competence framework, (2018) would also suggest that educational setting incorporate digital learning into their classwork and should be used in a cross-curricular framework along side literacy and numeracy, promoting digital competency in learners.  
This links with the Eurydice report for digital education at school across Europe. Bourgeois, Birch and Davydovskaia, (2019) state that digital competence in school and educational settings is important because children are living in a world where digital technologies are ubiquitous. Without knowledge and understanding of how digital technology works and evolves then they will not be able to progress in the future. This shows that there are similarities in the approach to digital technology across Wales and also across countries in Europe. 
Cherry, (2021). States that since the Covid-19 pandemic, oracy is the one of the main priorities as many young children have poor oracy and literacy skills. Cherry, (2021. Explains that many people suffer with a conditioned called ‘glossophobia’ which is a fear of public speaking and suggests that encouraging children at a young age to contribute to conversation and read broadly will help diminish this fear, promoting self-confidence. Cherry, (2021). Suggests that providing an oracy pedagogy in the early years will lead to confident learners who understand their right to speak their minds and their right to be heard. 
Jeffreys, (2021). Would agree with this, stating that lockdowns over the covid-19 pandemic have raised the number of children suffering with speech and language difficulties across the United Kingdom. Jeffreys, (2021). Also states that problems with language and literacy in the early years can have an impact on future learning. Jeffreys, (2021). Continues by stating that a lack of social interaction over lock downs has contributed to the lack of language development in children. Jeffreys, (2021) states that there is a need to put oracy and language skills as a priority for children who are starting school following the covid-19 pandemic and that extra funding will be provided to ensure this is carried out in school settings. Jeffreys, (2021) also states that children’s health and well-being should be prioritised with young children in early years settings. 
In conclusion to this assignment, it is evident that digital literacy is playing a large part on children’s language development, however there are ways in which we should be using technology accordingly. For example using technology as a helping aid for children with special educational needs and also using sustained shared thinking as a large part of the process. It is also evident that storytelling plays a substantial part in developing children’s language and literacy skills and has played a part in this since before books were invented. Although there are differences in digital storytelling and traditional storytelling, there are also many similarities. From this assignment it is suggested that screentime for children can be an educational resource as long as it is used properly with communication between children and adult taking priority. 
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