Chapter 4 Systematic presentation of findings discussion and analysis

4.1 Introduction
This chapter will detail the findings of research in a systematic form and an analysis of the results found. The purpose of the questionnaire is to identify how and what are the root causes of radicalisation in young people and how this might inform community policing. 

1. What are the root causes of radicalisation in young people?
2. Explore available literature on young adult hood radicalisation and the possible economic impacts. 
3. Identify how research on radicalisation can inform community policing. 

4.2 Participants

Question 1) What is your rank? Question 2) What department do you work in?
Question 1 asked the participants what their rank was within policing. 83.78% of the responders were Constables and 16.22% were Sergeants. 
Specialisation of the departments, varied amongst the participants. The survey allowed the participant to free type their response with most saying “Response”. Others consisted of “Training”, “Custody”, “CID” and “Neighbourhood Policing Team”. 
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4.3 Participant Views 

Question 3) Are you aware of what ways a young person can be radicalised?
This question was developed to identify the participants knowledge around causes of how a young person can be radicalised. 
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The findings show that majority of responders are aware of radicalisation ways, 10.4% are not and 6 of the respondents that did not answer, could indicate lack of knowledge of ways of radicalisation. Officers which deal with the public on daily basis should have the knowledge and understanding of early indications and ways of radicalisation in order to escalate concerns and prevent the process of radicalisation reaching its final stages and in essence, safeguarding vulnerable individuals.


Question 4) Do you think young people are more likely to be radicalised? Question 5) What is your reasoning behind your previous answer?
This question aims at identifying if the participants think age is a factor of becoming radicalised. 
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The above chart shows that the participants strongly think that a young person is more prone to radicalisation. 

Participants reasoning behind the answer indicate that they believe a young person is more vulnerable to radicalisation due to factors such as: their minds not being fully developed and peer pressure. Other responses also back the of the possible link from ACES and MASLOW to radicalisation.
1 respondent said “Young people are impressionable and often keen to feel that they belong. Someone giving them attention in any capacity could expose them to radicalisation. Especially if they have suffered ACEs which may cause them to feel pressured to do as the person they idolise says. Radicalisation is a form of grooming like CSE so yes, young people are particularly vulnerable.”
While another wrote:
“I believe that they are more impressionable and can be influenced more by outside forces. A group may offer them something whether it be a sense of belonging or to be treated as if they are older which they may not have in their home setting.”
Another suggests: 
‘‘I think that a person of a young age is more likely to be radicalised because of the high amounts and use of social media and the internet.’’

Devon Safeguarding Children partnership (n.d) agree with the above. There website promotes the above statements suggesting that children are more likely to be radicalised because of their vulnerabilities and that they may feel bullied and treated different to others in society, confused about what they are doing, or they may be isolated, lonely or wanting to belong. 


Question 6) What do you think is the main root cause of radicalisation in young people?
This question gathers the participants opinions on what they think is the root cause of radicalisation in young people. The participants were given the options of Loneliness, Age, Economic status, Adverse Child Experiences and Other. 
Loneliness had the highest at 31.15% with Economic status being the lowest at 13.11%. Surprisingly, 16.39% had selected other and wrote of the following to what they thought is the main cause. 
One said: 
“Belief”.
Whilst another wrote: 
“Struggling with their place in society or becoming distanced from the cultural / values that their family and / or peers adhere to”.
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Hesketh (2017) argues that the main cause is the internet and a older mentor. He carried out a study of 22 youths who were in a gang and found that they all wanted to be in a group and were influenced by the internet or an older mentor. 

Question 7) Do you think religious beliefs can be a factor in radicalisation? 
This question reflects if religion plays a part in radicalisation. The results show that a staggering 89.83% of the participants think that religion is a factor. 
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Ahearn, Bhui and Jones (2020) carried out a study which shows that gender, religious identity and attending a mosque are not connected to sympathy of terrorism. This argues against the above findings as their results showed that 91% of their participants believe that religion doesn’t have a direct link to radicalisation. 

Question 8) Do you think there is enough awareness and education about the causes of radicalisation in the department you work in?
This question shows that officers from various departments are uninformed of the causes of radicalisation. Participants were given the choice of yes or no to the above question and a shocking 86.21% said no. This indicates that a lot of departments are very rarely having training around radicalisation which may have a detrimental impact on officers being able to identify signs of persons being radicalised in the early stages, resulting in needing more deeper deradicalisation programmes or not identifying them at all resulting in fatal consequences. 
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HMICFRS backs the findings by stating that there is a gap in the knowledge of front-line officers when it comes to radicalisation due to a lot of the UK police forces failing to train and brief staff of the awareness of radicalisation HMICFRS (2023). 
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