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Chapter 2 – Literature Review
2.0 – Introduction
The intention for this chapter is to highlight and review available literature researched from sources located through Google Scholar and how they relate to the overall question, should police in the UK be routinely armed.  Through analysis of this literature, the researcher will assess how the public perceive armed and unarmed police and what additional legislation armed police are required to follow.  Furthermore, by reviewing the role of an armed officer, it will be examined how they can be utilised in day to day policing as well as how they respond to terrorism. 

2.1 – How the public perceive armed police.
Rylan Simpson (2018) and Joe Simon (2019) have both released articles and theses on the perception of armed policing.  Simpson (2018) wrote about how the uniform worn by police officers, can affect the way in which the public perceive that officer and whether or not they appear to be aggressive, for example, it was hypostasised that if officers wore load bearing vests, they would be perceived more aggressively by the public and therefore less approachable.  In addition, Simon (2019) conducted a survey of Authorised and Non-Authorised Firearms Officers and found that only 21.6% of police officers felt that they should be routinely armed, highlighting that officers do not feel it is necessary to carry a weapon to continue conducting the role of a police officer.  Likewise, in an article published by Yesberg (2021), 509 residents of England, Wales and Scotland were recruited and required to complete a survey, subjecting them to images of armed and unarmed officers.  The participants were then asked to rate each image as quickly as possible using a predetermined criterion of aggression, approachableness, friendly and respectful.   The results generated, found that the public in the UK responded less positively to armed police.
2.1.1 – The publics concerns
The Police Foundation published a blog highlighting armed police and how they reassure the public.  In the blog, armed police officers were patrolling within a market in Newcastle for “reassurance and to make people feel safe”, although in the article, it was highlighted that the presence of armed officers made the public feel less safe (Hales, 2016).  It can be assumed that the presence of armed officers’ highlights to the public on a visual level that there is a threat present and without any communication to the public from the government or police force, the public may be fearful of the issues they could encounter whilst going about their day-to-day life.  

2.2 – Ethics surrounding armed policing 
In 1998, the Human Rights Act (HRA) was introduced in the UK, detailing the rights and freedoms of the public.  The articles detail those rights and freedoms, with some articles being absolute and others limited.  Article 2 of the HRA documents, “Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law” and Article 3 states “No one shall be subjected to torture” (Legislation.gov.uk, 2021).  When armed officers discharge their firearm in order to subdue a threat, these articles are considered, but can be overruled if the situation justifies it despite them being absolute rights, as stated in the act,
“Deprivation of life shall not be regarded as inflicted in contravention of this Article when it  results from the use of force which is no more than absolutely necessary:

(a)in defence of any person from unlawful violence;
(b)in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a person lawfully detained;
(c)in action lawfully taken for the purpose of quelling a riot or insurrection.
When an Authorised Firearms Officer (AFO) believes that the situation warrants the use of their firearm, a number of considerations are made, however given the circumstances police officer face, these decisions need to be made within a split second and need to consider a number of different factors, for example, the utilisation of the National Decision Model (College of Policing, 2013) or the mnemonic PLAN (College of Policing, 2013) can assist the AFO and other specialists such as a tactical firearms adviser on what is justifiable given the situation they are presented with.
2.2.1 – Code of Practice
When police officers use force to carry out their duty, whether that be to effectively arrest someone or to uphold law and order, they must ensure that the force used is necessary and proportionate to the circumstances, any force used that isn’t appropriate given the circumstances can cause the officer to be investigated for misconduct or arrested for misconduct in public office.  As set out by the Authorised Professional Practice, there is a standing authority in place for officers who carry out specific duties where the need for a firearm is necessary, for example, an AFO crewing an Authorised Firearms Vehicle or protection duties.  This authority is reviewed at least twice a year to ensure it complies with Armed policing strategic threat and risk assessment (APSTRA).  

2.3 – Utilisation of armed police and the response to terrorism
In 2011, Her Majesty Government introduced CONTEST, a strategy for countering terrorism within the UK.  CONTEST encompassed four clear objectives, Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare (HM Government, 2011).  Darren Thiel discussed the CONTEST strategy and stated that it is intended to be a multi-agency approach, with agencies such as SO15 and MI5 working alongside the police to combat terrorism.  As part of the Prevent objective, if deployable resources were located at strategic locations, then this would serve as a visual deterrent to would be attackers (The Police Foundation, 2009).  Furthermore, during the London Bridge terror attacks in 2017, armed officers were on scene within eight minutes and neutralised the targets (BBC News, 2019).  As mentioned by Yesburg (2021), it is because of this immediate response that more fatalities did not occur. 
2.3.1 – Current terrorism protocols
In addition to the counter terrorism strategy, CONTEST, Project Servator was established in 2018 and designed to disrupt a range of criminal activities including terrorism.  Project Servator operations are spontaneous and are a multi-agency approach to tackling crime (Gov.uk, 2018).  It is this multi-agency approach and the sharing of intelligence that has benefited the Security Service, MI5, and assisted them in disrupting terror attacks in the UK, from both domestic and international terrorism.  It was reported in September 2021 by MI5 Director General Ken McCallum, that 31 late-stage terror plots had been foiled by MI5 in four years, 6 of which had occurred during the pandemic (BBC News, 2021).

2.3.2 – How additional Armed Police would assist in preventing Terrorism
As of March 2021, there were a total of 6,543 armed officers in England and Wales, a decrease of 1% from the year before, 41 officers in total.  Likewise, in 2020, there was a decrease of 37 officers from 2019, showing that for two consecutive years, armed officers had reduced.  All things considered, the number of police firearms operations had also fallen in the year ending March 2021, with a 6% decrease (Gov.uk, 2021).  In theory, an increase in armed officers would allow counter terrorism initiatives like CONTEST’s Pursue objective to be more effective on a local level through the deployment of further resources.  
In an article by Lord Toby Harris (2017), he concluded that although it is not possible to guarantee the public’s safety against terrorist attacks, efforts should still be made, for example, making additional and appropriate resources available to the emergency services, there should also be a readiness to practice for specific scenarios. 
2.4 – Conclusion
In conclusion, when researching the available literature for the topic of armed policing, it was clear to see that there is little research in certain areas.  Literature was readily available for how armed officers are perceived with work from Simpson (2018) and Simon (2019) highlighting this, however there was little available for how more armed police can assist in countering terrorism.  The most relevant piece of literature found was from the CONTEST strategy, stating that an additional £144m would be provided to fund 1000 additional armed police officers in England and Wales (Gov.uk, 2021).
The next chapter in this dissertation will identify what is the most appropriate and suitable methodology for the primary research that will be conducted to bridge the gaps identified in this literature review.   
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