


Task 1 – Reflection
During my higher education at the university, I studied the module Learning in the Digital Era, where I developed my knowledge and skills of critical thinking and analysing the whole process of my studying and personal development. According to Gibbs (2013), the subject is theoretical, and my tutor presented me with different theories and methods involving thinking. I have been given Gibb’s model of reflection under which I will introduce my reflection on the module. In his guidance ‘Learning by Doing’, Gibbs (2013) described the reflective learning cycle of how learners can link theory and practice through six sequences of activities: describing, feeling, evaluating, analysing, concluding and action planning. 
Turning now to my feelings, I was very anxious before I started the module as I did not have enough information about what I would be studying and whether I would cope with the subject. Fortunately, I was pleased to meet my tutor who has been very professional and engaged me in every topic of the lessons. According to Fisher (2020), I followed the transition curve and went down it when writing my first assignment. I had negative emotions that I would fail because English is an additional language for me and I struggled to express my thoughts by paraphrasing, but I always remembered where I want to stand in the future, and this has encouraged me to move forward. Finally, I was very satisfied that I passed my first assignment with good marks, and I am motivated to go on to further education.
I have great studying experience and I enjoyed every theory and concept I have learnt and practised during the course. Other students and I played an active role in all tutorial activities, and we joined in the discussions. Our teamwork was very enjoyable and clarified our understanding and ideas. The tutor got us into the habit to work effectively in order to complete each task (Finch and Fafinski, 2017, p. 219).

Furthermore, there are several study skills which I have gained over the course of the module such as strong time-managing, organising my study place, preparing for assessments, improving my performance and working with others. These skills have been very helpful for my studying and contributed to my personal development and achievements. Moreover, I believe all of them will be transferable and very important in the workplace (McMillan et al., 2021, pp.24-39). It was very beneficial that I gained the ability to prioritise tasks effectively dividing them into important and urgent regarding Eisenhower’s principles (Mind tools, no date). Next, I appreciated the advice that my tutor gave me in our last lecture: ‘Forget the mistake, remember the lesson’ (Sandy, no date). In order to learn effectively we need feedback for our work. Therefore, my tutor’s detailed feedback has had a significant role in my studying and future development to find out what went well and what I can improve to have better outcomes (Mind Tools, no date). 

In conclusion, the course was a great opportunity for me to gain deeper knowledge about my personal identity and self-esteem (Bealing, 2014). On my journey through different theories to find myself, I have learnt how to create a video presentation on YouTube (Howcast, no date) and I have already transferred this technical skill to my current employment role as a teacher. Furthermore, I created a mind map that was not what was expected to be, but I will work on how to create a visual thinking tool that represents my ideas and concepts in structured information (Mind mapping, no date). Additionally, I learnt how to paraphrase and reference different sources and I assume I make good steps towards these essential study skills, but I look forward to improving them over time (UWTSD, no date). 
I realised that in order to achieve my future goals I must start and make things happen as I do not have the luxury of time. As a learner in the digital era, I must be able to adapt to new technologies and enhance my learning agility all the time (Centre for Creative Leadership, no date). I also recognised that perfectionism could make me procrastinate to deliver my work and I will address this issue (McMillan et al., 2021, p. 30). Furthermore, I should improve my writing and use a variety of sources to produce a better piece of work. I must train further on how to reference the sources I research and use in my essays (Pears and Shields, 2016). Although my graduation is far, it is essential to think about the future and what skills and experience I could market to employers to be able to enhance my employment chances. Therefore, the reflection on my study skills now will have a significant role later in time when I must evidence what skills I have gained during my studying and how they could fulfil my future professional role (Finch and Fafinski, 2017, pp. 191-215). 
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Task 2 – Personal Development Plan

	Student Name
	Student Number
	Module
	Code

	
	
	Learning in the Digital Era
	BMPL4007
BMPS4009

	What goals do I want to achieve?

	How will I measure my progress?


	What resources or support will I need?

	How is the objective relevant to my personal aspirations?

	What is the timeframe for the achievement of my goals?


	Specific
	Measurable
	Achievable
	Relevant
	Timebound

	
Cite sources right using the Harvard referencing style. 

	
I will practise referencing using at least 20 different sources and I will find out my progress by checking my work online on the Cite Them Right (no date) website. 
	
I will watch again Lisa’s Harvard referencing presentation (UWTSD, no date) and I will practice Harvard referencing using a variety of sources on the Cite Them Right (no date) website.
	
I want to cite properly to avoid plagiarism and acknowledge the main idea of the author. Next, I want to pass my following assignments with better marks (Finch and Fafinski, 2018, p. 278).

	
The date of my next assignment submission is 5th May 2023, but I aim to achieve my goal 7 days in advance of this deadline. 




	Tackle procrastination due to perfectionism.
	I want to deliver my assignments on time, and I will work towards organising my tasks according to deadlines. I will check frequently if I do everything on time on my day planner (McMillan et al., 2021, p. 30). 

	I will use a wall planner and I will keep it strict. I will avoid this negative habit with my internal locus of control as I believe I have the power to address it (Cherry, 2022).  Furthermore, I will lower my standards to manage perfection (Ryder, 2020). 
	To be perfect is mission impossible and very stressful. I want more peace in my life. (Kunst, 2014).  Moreover, I wish to pass my exams on time in order to continue my further higher education at the next level and enter my ‘growth zone’ (Page, 2020).

	I intend to tackle perfectionism in the nearest future and to be able to pass my exams on time by the end of August 2023.

	Improve creating mind maps.
	I will create mind maps with my SMART goals following the 7 important steps. I will make a weekly to-do list where I will measure my goals every day. I will add the evaluation of my task on my mind maps so I can easily see my progress (Simply Mind, no date). 
	I prefer to use a hard copy so I will need a piece of paper, coloured pens, highlighters and a ruler. Recently, I intended to create mind maps for every topic of the public law exam, therefore I will need relevant sources recommended by my public law tutor.
	Mind maps are an essential thinking tool because they chunk SMART goals into small achievable parts that will help me to work and focus on the right things. They are very supportive of my studying, work and personal life (Simply Mind, no date).
	I aim to prepare mind maps for each theme of my public law exam 5 days prior to the date it is scheduled-10th May 2023.

	Gain excellent writing skills.
	I will check every piece of paper I write for spelling and grammar mistakes using Grammarly (no date) and Murphy’s Essential Grammar in Use (2000). 
	I will need different resources to improve my academic writing such as good-quality textbooks to reach the appropriate level of formality (Finch and Fafinski, 2018). Murphy’s Essential Grammar in Use (2000); Grammarly (no date); Law Dictionary to find definitions of major legal terms and concepts (Law, 2022).
	Using language correctly and preparing precise and accurate written documents is very important because this is a key tool for every lawyer (Finch and Fafinski, 2018, p.221).
	I look forward to gaining excellent writing skills by the end of my graduation. I hope to improve my writing skills to pass my future exams this year and to be able to complete the next levels of the LLB degree. 
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