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This assignment will be critically assessing recorded crime statistics and whether or not they are a true reflection of the actual number of victims in the UK. It will review a variety of evidence from a variety of sources, looking at how the police collect its data and the statistics that the police and other organisations release. Explaining the understanding of crime statistics and how they may or may not be completely accurate in relation to number of victims. If so, looking at the number of victims who may not be represented in the figures.  

First, it must be established how the police collect their crime data, as knowing the methods that the police use will give a better understanding of what is currently in place and if they are currently up to standard or not. The police currently have a crime map with information that has been recorded and updated regularly showing all the crimes that have been committed in various areas across London (The Metropolitan Police, 2024). In turn, this allows the public to have a perspective of the state of offences in London. Additionally, in terms of the victims, the crime map allows the police to understand if particular areas need to have increased police presence to protect current victims and prevent other members of the public from becoming potential victims of crimes of a similar nature.

[bookmark: _Hlk172310121]It is reported by the Statistics Authority that “most police forces inspected by HMICFRS in its 2021 to 2022 inspection programme (17 out of 23 forces) were found to record crime with an accuracy of over 90%, although, over time, individual police forces have improved their crime recording accuracy to varying extents.” (Office for Statistics Regulation, 2024). This shows that most crimes are recorded throughout the UK, meaning that the majority of victims are heard and as such would be able to look for appropriate assistance from the police themselves. However, this does mean that 10% of crimes are not recorded. Meaning that 10% of victims are not being recognised. As such, it is clear that while the majority of crimes are recorded, there are crimes that are missed, demonstrating that the crime statistics are not completely accurate. If not every crime is recorded, this could lead to police not being able to assess areas effectively, meaning resources may not be able to be utilised in the best way possible.

It is important to note that not all crimes are able to be recorded through the Office for National Statistics, such as criminal acts towards businesses, which includes shoplifting, because these are surveys for households (Office for Statistics Regulation, 2024). While shoplifting could be considered a minor crime, it is one that occurs frequently and can have a major effect on the businesses that are victims. Taking this into consideration when looking at crime statistics, it must be recognised that there are gaps in data, and the reasons for this should be assessed in order to find means to prevent this.

What must also be recognised is how the police decide what crime will be recorded; “An incident will be recorded as a crime (notifiable offence) for offences against an identified victim if, on the balance of probability: the circumstances as reported amount to a crime defined by law (the police will determine this, based on their knowledge of the law and counting rules), and there is no credible evidence to the contrary, for offences against the state the points to prove to evidence the offence must clearly be made out, before a crime is recorded.” (Criminal Justice Inspectorates, 2023). From this it is clear to see that the police have specific guidelines that adequately help them, allowing for little error when deciding if an incident should be recorded as a crime. Having a strict definition could improve the accuracy of the crime statistics. On the other hand, if the definition is too tight, it may mean that some crimes fall outside of the definition, leaving the victim unrecorded. This therefore shows that it is essential that there is the right balance when using the definition.
.
It is possible that not all crimes will be reported by the victim. For example, trends show that crimes of a sexual nature are often not reported. As such, this will affect the statistics in relation to crime. Between March 2020 and October 2021, the police stopped interviews in relation to sexual offences due to the outbreak of COVID-19 (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Meaning it is possible that sexual offences would not have been accurately accounted for during this time and as a result, victims would not have received the adequate care and help needed. Giving the public inaccurate reports of how crime was being accounted for calls into question the reason why crime cannot be accounted for accurately during times of hardship. This potentially means that crime statistics are recorded more accurately during times when the country is in a better state overall. This will have an impact on victims as they are not receiving the same level of care or assistance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]To fully understand whether there have been improvements in regards to recording crime, what will need to be discussed is whether the statistics are better recorded today, as opposed to the past and whether there are still issues. During 2014, the police were “under-recording by 19 percent. The problem is greatest for victims of violence against the person and sexual offences, where the under-recording rates are 33 percent and 26 percent” HMI, 2014. (Criminal Justice Inspectorates, 2014) This demonstrates that 10 years ago there was a substantial issue of victims not having the crimes against them recorded by up to a third. The police needed to improve this at the time.

As stated previously, while there has been an improvement in terms of recording crimes, meaning more victims are being heard, there is still a large proportion (10%) of victims that are not having their voices heard (Office for Statistics Regulation, 2024). This could have negative knock-on effects, such as a distrust in the police leading to further victims deciding not to report crimes. This could be seen in 2022, where 71% of victims recorded felt as though they were treated poorly by the police and 34% of the victims would not report a crime in the future to the police (Victims Commissioner, 2023). 

The demographic of the population throughout the UK should be considered, in terms of how many of people are coming into the country. It will be important to know if people from other countries are being victimised, so that it can be ensured that they are treated equally and fairly when arriving as there is a significant number of people coming into the country. It is important to know the race, religion, age and sex of immigrants to see if they are a part of the vulnerable group coming into the country, as there is the possibility they too can become victims of crime. There were “1.2 million people [that] migrated into the UK and 532,000 people emigrated from it, leaving a net migration figure of 685,000” (Office for National Statistics, 2024). In 2010 there were 171,600 police officers which eventually reduced to roughly 150,000 in 2017 and in 2018 then went back up again to 170,775 (Allen & Carthew, 2024). With an expanding population that is continuing to grow it could be considered that the police are indeed understaffed to deal with crime, meaning there is the possibility not all crimes are being tended to properly. As previously mentioned, due to the poor level of recording crimes by the police, 34% of people felt as though they would not report a crime again to the police due to their treatment (Victims Commissioner, 2023). With an expanding population, this number is likely to grow meaning more crimes would not be reported and the statistics would become even less accurate. As per McGuinness 2023, the UK is “30,000 officers short of what is needed to keep the British public safe.” It is therefore likely that there are crimes not being recorded due to the lack of staff to deal with the workload.

The next topic to be discussed is sexual assault, this is where “a person commits an offence if—he intentionally touches another person, the touching is sexual, does not consent to the touching, and does not reasonably believe that person consents” as per the Sexual Offences Act 2003. This is a very serious crime that must be reported and recorded. In regards to men being victims of sexual assault, there are some myths surrounding male victims of sexual assault. Such as “men cannot be sexually assaulted; a man who is sexually assaulted must be gay or appear to be gay; and victims ask for it” (NHS, 2024). Hearing words such as these may put off some men from coming forward to report crimes, as they could feel emasculated and worried about what others would think if they knew what the victim had been through. Some men may feel as if they come out with what happened, they could worry about what their family and friends think, with the possibility that they would no longer see this man as the strong and confident man they were before the incident. Therefore, the lack of reporting makes the crime statistics in regard to men being victims of sexual assault inaccurate. There should be resources to help victims so that in turn more crimes are reported and statistics are more accurate.

One of the biggest crimes occurring in the UK is fraud. “Fraud is the most commonly experienced crime in the UK, 40% of crime in England and Wales” (National Crime Agency, 2024). As stated previously 90% of crime is recorded (Office for Statistics Regulation, 2024) and with fraud making up such a high proportion of crime it does leave many victims unheard and vulnerable due to the inaccuracy of crime statistics being recorded in the UK. Particularly when considering that “1 in 12 (eight per cent) aged 65 and older reported being the victim of fraud in the last year – equivalent to over 800,000 older people in England and Wales” (Age UK, 2019). As older people are a vulnerable group, they need help and assistance, and they may not be aware of where their money has even gone. It is a possibility that some victims may not report it as they may feel embarrassed about losing money possibly through their own mistakes. Particularly if an elderly person has lost a significant portion of their savings, they may never be able to get back or earn back at their time of life. Especially when considering there were “£612,208,663 in losses” in 2023 (City of London Police, 2024) in relation to fraud. If this is what is reported, there could still be more substantial amounts of money being lost to fraud. Thus making this statistic fairly inaccurate as when fraud occurs a lot of money can be taken at any given time.

To conclude, while crime statistics do offer some clarity in relation to the level of crime across the UK, there do appear to be gaps in the data that is available. There is a large proportion of crimes being recorded and the victims of those crimes would be attended to and provided necessary support. However, a fair proportion of crimes still go unreported, meaning the statistics do not accurately show the number of victims. As there is a trend of more crimes being reported and if this trend hopefully continues, eventually the crime statistics will become significantly more accurate. In the meantime, data can be used to assist those victims who have been recorded. As it is known that there are victims being left out by these statistics, then all authorities must look to help these victims to come forward to be accounted for and assisted.
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