Good evening to you all,

I hope that your lesson this evening went well and that as you work through the first few weeks of the academic year, you are becoming familiar and comfortable with this programme.

As you will be aware, we will be meeting on MSTeams next Tuesday (12th) for the first lesson of the ’Advanced Research Methods in Counselling’ Module. This lesson will introduce you to the aims and learning outcomes of the module and will outline the work we will be undertaking between now and the Christmas break.

Our lesson will include:

· Introductions and welcome to the module [See also the recorded ‘Welcome’ message on the Moodle page]
· Overview of module content, teaching, and assessments
· Module structure: Blended learning - Asynchronous and synchronous learning
· General principles and philosophical assumptions of quantitative and qualitative research 
· Strengths and challenges of quantitative and qualitative research

We will explore the relative strengths and challenges of both quantitative and qualitative research and will also discuss the similarities and differences between the two approaches.  Alongside this, we will compare and contrast the circumstances under which each may be used to best advantage.

In starting to prepare for the first assignment of this module, the following are the broad discussion themes for our first lesson on Tuesday. You will therefore need to prepare to discuss the following points during this lesson:  

· Consider your approach to both qualitative and quantitative research.
· Undertake some general reading around this and engage with the material attached to this lesson on our Moodle page: 

(i) The first PowerPoint posted on quantitative and qualitative research is a gentle introduction to these concepts.  
(ii) You can then engage with the next PowerPoint which encourages you to critique the strengths and challenges of quantitative and qualitative research, before 
(iii) Moving on to the next posted item, which is a link to the MSTeams recorded lesson on quantitative and qualitative research. 
(iv) Further 'Top up' resources then follow for your information.  

· Be ready to critically debate quantitative and qualitative research.
· Should you be unable to access any of the resources on Moodle, or Teams, please email me so that I can address any IT issues.

It was good to meet you all last week and I look forward to getting to know you better on Tuesday.

See you then, and kind regards,

Bev
 

