



Evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing.
This supportive paper will only consider the disadvantages of the community police helping to prevent terrorism and supporting counter-terrorism police. It focuses on one part of a group presentation on evaluating how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism. 
Community policing and engagement are essential to preventing terrorism and supporting counter-terrorism policing efforts (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). However, there are advantages and disadvantages to this.
The disadvantages of community policing in preventing terrorism and supporting counter-terrorism policing are that it relies on building trust between the police and the public (Spalek, 2010; Mazerolle, et al., 2013). However, if their actions are seen as biased, intrusive, or discriminatory, this can prevent them from gathering the information they require and prevent them from gaining the public’s cooperation (Braga, et al., 2019). This can cause relationships to strain between the police and the public (Manaliyo, 2016). Also, terrorists can exploit the trust between themselves, the community, and the community police by providing misinformation. This information could then be used to discredit the police further and provide an avenue for terrorist organisations to understand the progress of the current investigation while ensuring they are protected (Gradon, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Hlk164104074]A fundamental flaw in community policing can be the community police officers themselves, as due to bias they may focus on certain people within the communities due to their race or religion, which is discriminatory and will cause fear and possibly push these individuals towards extremism instead of guiding them away from it (Dias, 2015). This biased attitude can also increase challenges when it comes to gathering information because some people within the communities may feel scared of being profiled or seen as being suspicious themselves, resulting in them not reporting any radicalisation or suspicious activities or behaviours (Schlosser, et al., 2021).
Decreasing the effectiveness of community policing officers is the possibility of a lack of specialised training or experience when it comes to identifying any warning signs of radicalisation, making it difficult for them to identify any terrorists and intervene before anyone develops into a threat or becomes a target (Pickering, et al, 2008). There may not be enough resources, such as community policing programs, because they may have budget cuts and can be short-staffed, which limits their abilities to monitor any threats within the communities (Millie, 2013). Because counter-terrorism policing programs only focus on local areas, this may not be enough to identify those who operate online. For example, social media and the black market (Torok, 2013) or identify those who isolate themselves away from the programs (Hollewell & Longpre, 2022).
Community policing's main focus is on crime prevention, not counterterrorism. This means that terrorism prevention may not be seen as a core competency for community police officers (Ren et al., 2005). Their roles can overlap with counterterrorism (Kearns, 2020). However, they will need specific training to carry out counterterrorism roles as well as their community policing roles (Biddle, 2013).
The community police and counter-terrorism police can face challenges when sharing information about possible threats. They have privacy concerns and are limited to jurisdictions, so it can be difficult for them to share information continuously and effectively (Spalek & Weeks, 2017). Community policing alone may not be enough to uncover complicated terrorist plots and attacks or to identify individuals who have not engaged with the councils within the different counties (Spalek & Weeks, 2017).
Although community policing is an essential part of policing, community policing officers are at risk every day because they do not have the resources they require for everyday policing, especially for terrorist activities (Spalek, 2010). They are part of the front line, which means they are at increased risk where the threats are unknown (Greenberg, 2017). They do not have the training they require when it comes to tackling terrorist attacks and are reliant on counter-terrorism cooperation (Pickering, et al., 2008). They are underfunded (O’Neill, 2014), and because they are out in the communities, they can have an increased chance of being targeted as they are engaging in changing the community's views, which will differ from the extremist views held by terrorist organisations (Lakhani, 2012).
In conclusion, despite the limitations, community policing can support the counter-terrorism efforts by continuing to build trust and confidence with the public in the communities (Spalek & Weeks, 2017). They can gather information for the counter-terrorism police and can help identify any situations that may need further investigations to be carried out (O’Neill, 2014). Community policing is not a stand-alone solution for counter-terrorism (Pickering, et al., 2008). Also, their tools for building trust with the public in the communities and identifying any issues should be used alongside other counter-terrorism strategies (Spalek & Weeks, 2017). However, as seen from this essay, there are problems with the engagement strategies of the community police, with bias playing a major role, which further increases tension within communities due to the use of discriminatory behaviour (Dias, 2015; Schlosser, et al., 2021). This, combined with a lack of funding and no additional training in terrorist prevention strategies, reduces their effectiveness (O’Neill, 2014; Pickering, et al, 2008) and increases the risk for the officers involved (Spalek, 2010). There will need to be a change in the perception of the community towards community policing, which is only possible through community engagement. Therefore, it is essential that community policing is funded and given the tools it requires to effectively support communities and reduce any negative attitudes towards the policing service.
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