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	Socioeconomic Inequalities and Access to Healthcare in the UK: An investigation into how socioeconomic status influences access to primary healthcare services within the NHS

	01 Introduction and Research Aim 
The discussion will be examining the socioeconomic status in relation to the accessibility of primary healthcare in the NHS. It is an attempt to identify the obstacles to improvised groups and understand the national tendencies and how the disparity influences the level of access to General Practitioners (GP) (Elumogo and Rayment-Jones, 2025). This poster explains the search strategy, validation procedures, ethical issues and criteria involved in the selection of the secondary data.
Research Aim
The main aim is to investigate how socioeconomic status impacts people's access to primary healthcare services in the National Health Service (NHS) of the UK. It would investigate the barriers often faced by the lower-income people, examine the regional disparities and recommend strategies to mitigate them.
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	02 Search Strategy 
Search strategy is a research step which helps researchers know how to locate, select and organise literature to conduct secondary research. It assists in making searches orderly, all-encompassing and replicative. In this dissertation, the strategy of a clear search was applied to find the latest and peer-reviewed sources on the topic of socioeconomic inequality and NHS primary care. Refinement of the results was done using Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT), keywords and controlled vocabulary.
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	03 Searching for Information 
Google Scholar, NHS Digital, The King Fund, Public Health England and university library databases were searched. Among the terms like socioeconomic status, health inequalities, primary healthcare access, NHS deprivation, and GP appointment disparities were identified. The filters were applied to include research within the past five years in context to UK-based research and peer-reviewed evidence. A statement of the government also helped to enhance the validity of the information.
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	04 Picture / Graph / Visual Aid / Statistics 
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	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Validation in terms of secondary research entails giving credence to sources by seeing to it that they are adequate, factual and reliable. To prevent bias, it is necessary to validate to make sure the conclusion is made on valid evidence (Coe et al., 2025). It preferred peer-reviewed journals and official NHS statistics. The secondary research analysis will entail the identification of their themes, patterns and relationships within the literature. In this research, themes chosen included regional inequality, socioeconomic barriers, GP workforce shortages, and policy responses and will be analysed in Chapter 4.

	06 Inclusion Criteria 
· Publications from the last 5 years
· UK-based studies
· Peer-reviewed articles, NHS reports and government statistics
· Research focused on socioeconomic status and primary care
	07 Exclusion Criteria 
· Studies older than 10 years (unless historically significant)
· Non-UK healthcare systems
· Articles with no full-text access
· Opinion pieces lacking evidence

	08 Ethical Considerations
In secondary research, ethics means being responsible in handling information that is acquired by respecting the authors and not plagiarising (Usman et al., 2025). Through this study, proper referencing, credible interpretation and dignity of use of data are ensured. The sources which were utilised in the process of research were only those which may be accessed publicly and are ethically gathered. This ensured the relevance of academic integrity in the research.



References
Coe, R., Waring, M., Hedges, L.V. and Ashley, L.D. eds., 2025. Research methods and methodologies in education. SAGE Publications Limited.
Elumogo, C. and Rayment-Jones, H., 2025. Addressing Socioeconomic Inequalities in Perinatal Outcomes in the UK: A Critical Discussion. Midwifery, p.104649.
Usman, A.C., Al-Hendawi, M. and Bulut, S., 2025. Approaches to qualitative research: A narrative literature review. Advances in Medicine, Psychology, and Public Health, 2(2), pp.81-95.
image1.png
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David
BIRMINGHAM





image2.png
Socio-economic
deprived population

Incodos impaco wider

Inclusion health
andvuinerable groups|

Forsrampe Cyosy, Roms
= o ot

" nd cons





image3.jpeg




image4.png
Identify key

concepts &
terms

Select
relevant
databases
and
resources

Reviewand

refine search
results

Combine
searchterms

‘with Boolean
operators





image5.jpeg
Search Strategy

Se‘lect\

- Combine .

Identify ke

c‘:):lccle };s ;{Y iriat search terms R_““ si‘“’: l:les R: oo am;
§ P databases and with Boolean In selecte refine searc
erm

resources resources

results
operators

www.alamy.com




image6.png




image7.jpeg




image8.png
People living in more deprived areas live less of their lives in good health
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Emergency hospital admissions are higher for more deprived groups
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