[bookmark: _GoBack]Exploring the Humanities: Week 2: 
Anthropology.
How the Environment can be understood

[bookmark: _Int_xkrmDVlh]Nature (For the purposes of this assignment environment/nature refers to the flora and fauna present in the geographical location of each culture discussed.) forms a great significance in many cultures and is part of everyday life for every individual in society today. Nature by the definition discussed is everywhere, but due to societal/cultural differences, the relationship that modern humans have with nature varies across the globe. “Throughout history the main influence for attitude toward nature has been religion” (Fitzner, 2018) and while there are other factors that formulate people's opinions of the environment, it will be from this position that European cultural attitudes will be discussed.
[bookmark: _Int_zq1Fgcie]In Europe there are a wide range of religious groups and denominations, having said this, the main 2 religious groups are Christianity 75% of the population and Islam 6% (Pew-Research-Center, 2016). These religions are the most widely followed in current European society, other than the 18% of the population who are not religious. Each religion has its own religious belief of what man's role is and how that role affects their relationship with nature, in Christianity for example, in the bible it says “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth” [Gen 1:26–28]. This would mould the understanding that humans, own and have dominion over nature, and that with this ownership they are free to do what they wish with the environment around them. For Islam, the relationship with the world is slightly different in that they believe that their relationship with the environment is not direct ownership rather, stewardship, “Remember when your Lord said to the angels, ‘I am going to place a successive human authority on earth.’” (Quran, 2:30) meaning that those who follow Islam believe the world is owned by Allah and that they are there to look after it, which creates a different understanding of nature for Muslims, in that they are expected to pay respect to it.
While the vast majority of Europe (being Christian) see the environment as their own dominion, for the Mbuti people in the Congo Basin, the forests they live in are a part of their cultural existence. They believe that the forest is a parental figure, and that the forest is the womb in which they are born from. While it is believed in conventional western viewpoint that the existence of humans tends to lead to the destruction of the local environment and ecosystem, the Mbuti people’s way of life is symbiotic with their environment, they have become a natural part of the recycling process in the forest they dwell in. The way in which they hunt and gather ensures the survival of the forest as it keeps plants from overgrowing and maintains the animal population. The Mbuti’s belief that everything comes from the forest, and eventually everything returns to the forest when it dies, means they fit their lifestyles into the Foodchain of the forest peacefully (Ishikawa, 2009). This sort of belief system has led to the Mbuti people creating homes from biodegradable material, which leads to less environmental pollution and less deforestation.
[bookmark: _Int_b5DCytb2][bookmark: _Int_BeGLmQP4][bookmark: _Int_C6xncRDm][bookmark: _Int_McWeOcjm]On the other side of the world in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta Mountain Range of north Columbia, the Kogi have lived separated from the rest of the world for several hundreds of years (Soltani and Arce, 2014). The Kogi believe that the way in which westernised civilisation e.g., Europe, has treated the environment, and that only they know the correct way to live in correlation with the environment. The Kogi tell a story of a big brother and a little brother, in that they are the big brother who carry the responsibility of maintaining the balance of the environment, and that the rest of the world is their reckless little brother, who have wreaked havoc on the world. Their belief is that ‘Everything we do is an event not only in the physical world but also in the spirit world. We live in a world shaped in spirit. Every tree, every stone, every river, has a spirit form, invisible…this is the world of Aluna, the world of thought and spirit....’ (Eriera, 1992: 63). It is with this spiritual belief that the Kogi live their lives around, taking extended periods of time to think about what they should and should not do daily. The Kogi hold the firm belief that they are the natural protectors of the world, as in their cosmological beliefs, the universe is an egg sat on the shoulders of elders above the mother Aluna (Bright, 2017). This egg is fragile in nature, and as the world is exploited, this rocks the egg, and if too many large environmentally devastating events happen the egg will topple, and the universe will cease to be. The Kogi build their homes to represent this view of the universe, with dome shaped roofs to represent the top of the egg.

[bookmark: _Int_OTVIpzZb][bookmark: _Int_GmzhLXr9]The way the spoken about communities understand nature, while all similar from a religious point of view, that there is a creator, they all differ in how that moulds their opinions and understanding of nature. The idea of dominion and stewardship are a very European concept. This is seen in the fact the Mbuti believe the forest they live in is their parental figure, giving them the necessary materials to live their lives, and they do not believe they have power over the forest, and the Kogi believe that everything that exists in the world has a spiritual connection with each other, and should not be exploited. While most Europeans believe that God gave them the earth, and that using its resources for progress is acceptable, this opinion is not shared by the Kogi or the Mbuti. This inclines that the way the environment is understood does come from a religious perspective, as the Kogi religious understanding of the world has led them down a completely different path to Europe, and the same can be said for the Mbuti.
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