               Test Certificates
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REQUIREMENT FOR VEHICLES TO BE TESTED

Private motorcars, small goods vehicles, motorcycles, mopeds, dual purpose vehicles and motor caravans MUST all be tested (MOT) ANNUALLY, 3 YEARS AFTER THEIR DATE OF FIRST REGISTRATION.
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VEHICLES EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO HAVE A TEST CERTIFICATE

· Police vehicles maintained in approved police workshops
· Invalid carriages
· Pedestrian-controlled vehicles
· Vehicles temporarily in Great Britain for a period NOT EXCEEDING 12 MONTHS
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A test certificate is NORMALLY VALID FOR 12 MONTHS.
This period MAY be extended by UP TO ONE MONTH – if a vehicle is tested during the 11th month following issue of its MOT, the new MOT will be valid from the date of that test to the date the test was due and 12 months from that date.

ESSENTIAL DETAILS CONTAINED ON A TEST CERTIFICATE

· SERIAL NUMBER
· VRM – vehicle registration mark
· VEHICLE TESTING STATION NUMBER
· VEHICLE DETAILS – colour, year first used, make, model, recorded mileage, fuel type, etc
· DATE OF ISSUE (written in words)
· DATE OF EXPIRY (written in words)
· Serial number of preceding certificate if appropriate
· SIGNATURE AND NAME of tester or inspector
· AUTHENTICATION STAMP – embossed stamp giving name and address of testing station and the testing station number
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ISSUING OF TEST CERTIFICATE

MOT certificates are issued by a VEHICLE TESTING STATION – normally an approved garage.
OFFENCE

To USE, CAUSE or PERMIT to be used, 
a MOTOR VEHICLE
on a ROAD
without a test certificate issued within the previous 12 months

Section 47(1) RTA 1988

Summary offence – Fine 
No Specific Power of Arrest



Section 165 RTA 1988 states that drivers of motor vehicles on a road are REQUIRED TO PRODUCE a test certificate to you AT YOUR REQUEST. 
Failure to produce is an offence, UNLESS the certificate is produced at a SPECIFIED police station WITHIN 7 CLEAR DAYS.
OTHER EXEMPTIONS

· Vehicles EN ROUTE to a testing station for a PRE-ARRANGED test, or
· Vehicles BEING TESTED, or
· Vehicles RETURNING FROM A TEST, EVEN IF THEY HAVE FAILED.
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