What is ‘community heritage’ and how is it practiced in Britain today? Discuss in relation to one project known to you
The Blists Hill Victorian Town in Ironbridge is a fascinating open-air museum which holds impressive objects and items that tell a story of the community who lived here in the 19th century Britain.[footnoteRef:1] This essay will research into the meaning of ‘community heritage’ to demonstrate how the Blists Hill museum illustrates this to the public. It will go into detail to discuss Blists Hill and how the museum runs as an organisation along with linking how they have managed to connect it to the idea of community heritage. Then the essay will discuss how community heritage is presented in Britain with examples of this in place, afterwards it will mention the differences between tangible and intangible heritage in relation to the impacts this presents within heritage. When investigating into the meaning of what community heritage is, it is apparent that it is a term that includes a wide range of information, however, the main segment of community heritage is that it teaches the public about the personal and local histories of people.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Ironbridge Gorge Museums, Blists Hill Victorian Town (2021) <https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/blists-hill-victorian-town/#overview> [accessed: 10 October 2021]]  [2:  My Community, What is community heritage? (N/A) <mycommunity.org.sg/about/community-heritage/> [accessed: 10 October 2021]] 

To be able to discuss community heritage, it is important to understand what this is and how it is used to today’s society throughout many museums and sites across Britain. People believe that community heritage has a massive impact on how they find their sense of identity in the community that they live in. It is stated on the Scottish Community Alliance site that ‘cultural heritage is central to their sense of identity, and they spend many voluntary working hours making it sustainable and accessible’.[footnoteRef:3] This suggests that as much as it is the organisers aim to help support the local community, they are also working hard throughout each day to make sure it is accessible and also sustainable for them to create the site. There are two different types of heritage to understand whilst answering the question of what community heritage is which are tangible and intangible heritage.  [3:  Scottish Community Alliance, Connecting Community Heritage (2021) <Scottishcommunityalliance.org.uk/2020/04/07/connecting-community-heritage/> [accessed: 13 October 2021]] 

Tangible heritage means that it is representing space, places and objects which withhold the history and heritage inside museums and sites across the world. This includes the use of buildings, monuments and artifacts that these places may hold which means that with these elements, the organisations or public run sites and museums are presenting the cultural heritage and representing how significant these objects are to the community.[footnoteRef:4] By researching into what tangible heritage means and how it affects the outlook on heritage, it appears to be very important to understand the differences between intangible and tangible heritage because of how significant it is to be educated on heritage areas and the main reasons behind sites and museums being placed in the positions they are with so much information regarding the whole topic. One museum that practices tangible heritage in depth in Britain is the Tower of London[footnoteRef:5] because as an organisation, they have managed to keep and restore the majority of items in the collections that have been left behind. This then insinuates how the organisation is using tangible heritage because it has the information which shows the significance of the place to the public and it is located in the same place that was originally built in. This suggests the organisation has worked hard with the community and history of London to be able to keep all the information accurate and present an atmosphere which gives the public in-depth knowledge. [4:  Riches Resources Project, Tangible and intangible Cultural Heritage (2014) <https://resources.riches-project.eu/glossary/tangible-and-intangible-cultural-heritage/> [accessed: 16 October 2021]]  [5:  The Tower of London, Tower of London (2021) <https://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/> [accessed: 16 October 2021]] 

Intangible heritage is the information about the local culture itself, the history of peoples’ lives and the way they thought and acted, plus their beliefs and the way they interacted with each of these things and each other. It also includes physically items such as artifacts, cultural spaces and instruments to give the public realistic views on the heritage. Some of the examples that have been used to show intangible heritage include performing arts, local traditions and oral traditions. This has been shown in the Liverpool World Heritage City because to showcase their intangible heritage, they have done this by located the building in the original place where a lot of history in Liverpool took place. In their collection, they have got a big selection of monuments, records and stories kept here signifying that they have taken into consideration the cultural and personal history to people within the town. This in addition indicates that they have worked with the public and history of the place, and even though they include different techniques in comparison to tangible heritage, they have gotten similar positive impacts from the general public when demonstrating the information.[footnoteRef:6] The Liverpool World Heritage City has world closely with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization because they state that ‘World Heritage Sites are ‘places of outstanding universal value to the whole community’.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Liverpool World Heritage City, Liverpool World Heritage City (2021) <liverpoolworldheritage.com> [accessed: 16 October 2021]]  [7:  Liverpool World Heritage City, Why is Liverpool a World Heritage Site? (2021) <https://www.liverpoolworldheritage.com/why-is-liverpool-a-world-heritage-site/> [accessed 16 October 2021]] 

Within heritage there can also be representations which are somewhere between the tangible and intangible descriptions, such as re-enactments using tangible objects but representing cultural interaction, activities and social status. This means that there is a gap in the definition where both intangible and tangible can work together to create an experience for people that has the benefits of both areas. It has been illustrated in Warwick Castle in Warwickshire because they re-enact events like jousting for the public to watch and experience as if they were there during the time period represented, which is using intangible heritage by performing but also using objects that have been recreated. On the other hand, they are using objects that have been modified to create the same effect as the real ones meaning that the actors are using tangible objects to keep the public in the sense of belief in what is happening at the event.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Warwick Castle, Warwick Castle & Knight’s Village (2021) <warwick-castle.com> [accessed: 16 October 2021]] 

Community heritage is practiced throughout Britain in many sites and different ways, for example the museum and heritage group on Mull are entirely run by local volunteers and the museum only exhibits items found on the island.[footnoteRef:9] This small community can easily instil a sense of pride for all their community by individuals being able to add to the collection, placing any artifacts they come across in the museum, rather than keeping their finds to themselves which is often the case in the greater portion of Britain. Being part of a close community encourages this, which is part of what other heritage communities hope to develop by their existence. By gaining a sense of belonging to the community in the community project encourages not just volunteers to run it, but also for people to want to share their artifacts and any other local historical evidence and stories that they have to build the collection further. It offers an enhanced connection to the community and builds pride in the community. [9:  Mull Museum, Mull Museum (N/A) <http://www.mullmuseum.org.uk/> [accessed: 15 October 2021]] 

When investigating into the community heritage movement, it is clear to see that a few organisations can come into a couple of issues regarding the upkeep and maintenance of the sites and museums that are run within the community. This can vary from getting the interest of the younger generation so they will be able to run it after the current generation, and there can also be issues with funding the projects due to the pressure of costs and maintenance. These are issues that a couple of sites have run into, however, to help these issues sites have managed to arrange fundraising days meaning that any money collected goes straight into helping the site stay and be maintained to a good standard. Due to the recent Coronavirus pandemic, fundraising for some sites has been vital because of not being allowed to have the public visit. This has happened at the site in County Durham in the open-air museum called Beamish, the living museum of the north.[footnoteRef:10] Because of the impact of them losing ninety five percent of their income due to reduced ticket sales, retail purchases and catering they had to create a fundraiser to make sure that the site stays present for the future generations to see and enjoy. The deputy director mentioned that ‘we’ve had no visitors since March, through some of what would usually be out busiest months of the year, which has had a major impact’.[footnoteRef:11] This indicates that they have had a huge loss of income and in need of help from public funding to keep going. [10:  Beamish The Living Museum of the North, Beamish Museum launches appeal from help due to impact of COVID-19 pandemic (2021) <https://www.beamish.org.uk/news/beamish-museum-launches-appeal-for-help-due-to-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic/> [accessed: 16 October 2021] ]  [11:  Beamish The Living Museum of the North, Beamish Museum launches appeal from help due to impact of COVID-19 pandemic (2021) <https://www.beamish.org.uk/news/beamish-museum-launches-appeal-for-help-due-to-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic/> [accessed: 16 October 2021]] 

Blists Hill Victorian Town museum, has recreated what would have been seen, heard and smelt in a Shropshire Victorians town during the late 19th century to the early 20th century. The museum had first opened in 1973 and since then, has grown larger with their collections of the town to show the public how people lived, worked and developed through the period. The area that Blists Hill is located in had been an industrial region meaning that the work that went on here consisted of tile and brick works and iron, coal and fire clay mines. The museum manages to immerse the public into the Victorian way of life by offering to change their money from what is used today to shillings, enjoying the traditional food that is placed around the site and going to workshops to be shown how to create household items that were used daily.[footnoteRef:12] When events such as Halloween and Christmas come around in the year, Blists Hill also makes a point to celebrate this with the public by presenting it in the correct time era of the museum which gives the public an insight into how life would have been like at these big life events. [12:  Ironbridge Gorge Museums, Blists Hill Victorian Town (2021) <https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/explore/blists-hill-victorian-town/#overview> [accessed: 10 October 2021]] 

In relation to tangible heritage used within the Blists Hill Victorian Town, there is a lot to be seen from the position of the museum right down to the sweets created for here. The location of Blists Hill is in the centre of Shropshire, meaning that the community which it is representing is all around the site making it more appealing for the public to view. Another impressive factor that has been done in this site is the buildings that are spread out through the site are all made from brick and clay related items, this suggests that the site has incorporated the significance of the cultural society by using the same materials they would have made into consideration to make sure it maintains the tangible heritage. In the Victorian town, 
After analysing Blists Hill Victorian Town and the concept of community heritage, it is important to understand the link between the two. Community heritage is when a museum or site works on how they preserve the history and heritage of the publics past community. This is highly evident in the Blists Hill Victorian Town museum because it presents the local community that it is representing with free access into the site if they live within the postcode range which is TF1 to TF13, meaning that as a museum they are working hard to keep the community happy. It is also making sure that they are keeping everyone involved in the insight of the museum.[footnoteRef:13] It suggests that by doing this, the museum and the local community are collaborating together to satisfy both sides, as the public will have free entry into the site for a day out and the site will have more people visiting and potentially spending money at their facilities. Another outstanding way that the Blists Hill Victorian Town represents community heritage is how people in the area know of the museum. Being a local to this site, it has not been heavily advertised however the local community know of the site because of word of mouth between each other. This indicates that the site has gained such a positive relationship with the public that they do not need to advertise the site as is it popular within the community that they are representing. Blists Hill Victorian Town museum was involved in the heritage movement when there happened to be a big surge of interest of British heritage in the UK. To solidify that Blists Hill makes sure that the community surrounding the site are very involved, Lara Rutherford-Morrison writes that  [13:  Ironbridge Gorge Museums, Blists Hill Community Days (2021) <https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/events/family-events/blists-hill-community-days/> [accessed: 12 October 2021]] 

Blists Hill is a domestic tourist attraction, with only seven percent of visitors hailing from outside the United Kingdom; more than half of Ironbridge’s UK visitors come from the West Midlands, the region where Ironbridge Gorge is located.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Lara Ruthford-Morrison, ‘Playing Victorian: Heritage, Authenticity, and Make-Believe in Blists Hill Victorian Town, the Ironbridge Gorge’, The Public Historian, 37.3 (2015) 76-101 <URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2015.37.3.76?>] 

Clearly, this indicates that the community around the area of Blists Hill are the ones who come and visit frequently and more than any other people from outside the area, which creates a great sense of community spirit and means that community heritage is largely appreciated and taken into consideration here. 
In conclusion, it is highly evident that the Blists Hill Victorian Town site clearly represents community heritage in various different ways. From the site hosting community days which gives the community free access into the site that is representing them, to the little details that present a true depiction of the community’s past during the late 19th century to the early 20th century. Blists Hill Victorian Town, from the beginning have clearly set up to support the local community and do everything in their power to keep the ever-growing generations to support by visiting this site. After researching about community heritage, it is apparent that all across sites in Britain and museums keep in mind about the community history and how the public like to take the information in by using performances, activities and actors to keep every generation engaged to the maximum. Applying the terms of tangible and intangible heritage into the essay also helped to show how Blists Hill uses this to their advantages because they use items from the time period, however they also incorporate events like Christmas and Halloween in the style that it would have been shown at the time. Overall, community heritage has been exceptionally presented in Britain in many ways for future generations to enjoy and learn in-depth about.
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