RESURRECTION OF THE LOST
By Kseniia Kulykivska 

Deep in the dark forest, we follow a group of young people returning to a camp site, passing by a sign that says: “No cellphones allowed! Respect nature, don’t litter! Appreciate your time in the woods, reunite with nature, be grateful for what it provides! Become one with the forest and unleash the unknown spirit in you!”. The path that the group follows leads to the circle of other “campers” surrounding a fire. In this circle of “lost and high” we see Alex nova, the main character, sitting near her friend Tiras, chatting and sharing a mutual disagreement about something. Taking a joint from the person beside her, Alex breathes in the smoke, passes the joint to Tiras and leaves the circle slightly puzzled and annoyed, but at herself. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alex Nova doesn’t remember her past and unfortunately has no recollection of how she appeared in the camp too. For 3 months she tried to accept her reality as it is, she didn’t know where to go and the camp site seemed like a sweet escape from the unknown. She might have reassured everyone she knows that she doesn’t want to find out the truth, that she is happy where she is, but she couldn’t convince herself to fully believe her own lies. 
A walk in the woods might not have been a good idea on a dark foggy night, but Alex proceeded to go in order to think about everything Tiras has said. Unfortunately for Alex and her future, she trips on something, falling on strangely soft ground, hitting her head against a rock. Before drifting into unconsciousness, she notices, with hard effort, number 8 written in Latin on the rock, hearing muffled sounds from underneath. 
The next morning Alex feels dizzy, she doesn’t remember how she returned to the camp site. With her head bandaged and multiple bruises on her body, Alex limps out to visit Tiras and ask him what happened. But this time, expecting Tiras to be sleeping in his tent, she has no luck finding him. But the thing she finds was even more strange than her friend’s disappearance – a phone. Tiras was the one to explain the rules of the camp site to her, warning to not use any devices here as it is strongly prohibited and you might be expelled from the community. She has to find her friend, who knows what expulsion from the community means considering what she has experienced yesterday. Alex proceeds to continue her regular camp duties, worried and frightened. 
She wakes up the next day, dripping with sweat and breathing heavily. The thing she saw in her dream wasn’t just a piece of fiction created by her damaged brain, it was a memory from her past. She needs to find out who she is, she needs to know what happened to Tiras, she needs to know why his phone, that is now hidden in her tent, was underneath his clothes. She follows the path in the forest she took on the night when Tiras disappeared, finding Tiras, but unfortunately, stone cold, hung on a tree, castrated, with number 2 scarred on his pelvic bone. 
One month later:
Alex Nova is still a member of the camp, everything went wrong from the night she found Tiras, and whoever did this to her friend, has to be punished. Our main hero, however, found a new friend who introduces her to this strange world of outcasts but from a slightly different perspective. Brenna is a lovely old woman who is seen as a mentor of this side of the camp, she helps out people with a number of tasks, but Alex didn’t know that one of them is incriminating. Brenna was the one to put the phone into Tiras’s tent, and she was the one to tell the second circle of the secret community about his disloyalty, and she will be the one to ruin Alex’s life completely. But Alex has also required some information about Brenna, from her flashback she realized that this innocent looking woman was the one to get her here in the first place. 
When Alex confronts Brenna about her recollection of the past, the old woman reveals to her that she has a twin sister who is soon to be punished for trying to return to a normal life, tricking people into believing that she is Brenna. Fideline, Brenna’s twin, needs to be saved, but what Alex doesn’t know is that no one has mercy, at least not in this community. But, our main character is being accepted into the second circle of the camp, but has to kill Fideline in order to receive a new name, a new identity, and a new life within the borders of the community. It is either Alex or Fideline, and Alex chooses herself, due to some small hope of hers to stop whatever this community is planning and get back to the life she once had, even if that life wasn’t bright and perfect. 
Alex experiences the weird rituals of the cult (drinking ashes of those who were loyal, mummification of those who betrayed, the ritual of presenting newborns to Gods to express their gratitude…)
 After everything Alex has seen she has to run away. In her failed attempt she gets caught, and is raped becoming pregnant. Alex tries to harm herself in every way possible to get rid of the baby, in order to save another innocent soul from this place. 
 The baby was born healthy and strong. After several months the ritual of worship has to take place. Alex's baby is chosen to be the one. The baby was abducted while she was fast asleep under the influence of drugs. The ritual takes place the next day, she sees her child being killed to achieve approval from Gods. She finds out everything about the leader planning her revenge for the life that was taken from her.
It was easy to find the person responsible for everything that is going on in the secret forest community, but it wasn’t easy for her to give up her identity completely to be accepted in the final circle of the cult. She becomes one of those who wear animal masks and white cloaks, calling themselves the names they’ve chosen, she is with people who believe that nature is the most logical and rational thing to exist, the most balanced and beautiful as well as frightening and cruel. She kills the leader, poisoning him and eventually taking his place. 
 
After being a leader for a month, Alex finds out she was being poisoned by the members of the inner circle as revenge for killing their leader. The twin was planning it from the very beginning. Brenna wanted to become the puppeteer, she wanted to feel the same power that the previous leader had. Alex has to choose between her life and the life of that woman. Alex knows that Brenna has no chance in the real world anymore, nor does anyone in the community, and if she doesn't stop it, no one will. She kills the twin, planning her way to kill the rest of the 2 inner circles. She sets up a ritual where everyone had to drink a potion that was claimed to change them, open their souls, but it was poisoned, every member dies except for those who are from the 3rd circle (camp site).
 
Alex finds out her way out of the forest, dreaming of being forgiven and having a normal life again. As soon as she reaches the outskirts of the city, she runs to reach the city faster and regain everything she once had. She walks on an empty road when she is being hit by a car with 2 drunk people inside. Those who caused her death bury her in the forest she tried to run away from.

The End. 



Questions:
1. Is the plot good enough? (are there any parts where the character seems passive; any holes in the plot; is it enough or too much)
2. Have I excited curiosity and created suspense?
3. Did you feel sympathy towards the main character? Is the ending tragic? 

