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Blaenavon Iron Works-

Blaenavon Ironworks is a site for Industrial revolution in Britain. This site was the seat of iron smelting, specialising in high Sulphur iron ore. The Iron works was a site for development of Bessemer process for Iron smelting which was adopted by whole world for low quality and cheap Iron ore processing. The site was once the major iron ore producing site owing to proximity to limestone and coal mines. The site incidentally also formed the backdrop of award-winning television series “Coal House” (1).
The site was designated as the world heritage site in November 2000 by UNESCO. The site included Big Pit Coal museum, Pwll Du tram tunnel and Thomas Hill Tram route. The site is managed by welsh assembly government today and is open to public all year long. The historic structures preserved in 1974, includes blast furnace, water Balance tower, casting houses, foundry with a cupola faunae, calcimine columns, boiler rooms, and engine houses. The site scape includes 24 monuments under UNESCO schedule along with 82 similarly listed building which includes many of them being owned under the aegis of local government. At the time of this site being conscripted in the list of World Heritage Sites many of the structures were in slight and in want of severe amount of restoration. So, as result a significant amount of man hours have been allocated towards just the conservation process of the iron words including the Big Pit and other elements of historical importance in Blaenavon and the surrounding areas. The continuous indulgence of conservationists has been led in a way that value and appearance of the mine site hasn’t been differed much. There is a proposal to make Forge side and Glantorfaen another conservation area. this World Heritage Centre site was allowed to have general public visitors in 2008. The world Heritage Day is subsequently celebrated every June. 
Ironworks, commenced their production in 1789, has a blast furnace well preserved and is one of the important monuments testament to the industrial revolution in England and the industrial Centre for both the world wars. The site was an important Centre for development of mining and metallurgical sciences and now forms a backdrop on providing valuable insights about social history of industrial Britain.
Iron ore has been mined since 1675 and the present site came into fore in 1788, when Blaenavon was leased to industrial entrepreneurs namely- Hill, Hopkins and Pratt. The site became Nantyglo ironworks and Varteg Ironworks. The site contours suited this creation Centre of metallurgy. Tramroad come into service in 1818 was used specifically for transporting limestone from Pwll Du to Blaenavon and Railway came to Blaenavon in 1854 which made tramlines and canal lines nearly obsolete. 1859 onwards saw most of the old structures demolished and replacement with newly constructed engine rooms and foundries. 1864, saw the Blaenavon company go into downturn due to weaker demand of iron and steel and a new interest was rekindled in 1875 when Sidney Gilchrist Thomas created a process of removing phosphorus from iron in a modified version of a Bessemer converter. The by-product so formed in the process of creation of pig iron was phosphorus rich slag which further saw use as an agricultural fertiliser. The process was achieved by lining the furnace with limestone which is basic in nature and was called as “Thomas Process” (2) This meant, the earlier low quality pig iron could now be transformed into a better quality product and a new bulk demand market opened up (3) The steelworks again went under over the cost of conversion to steel industry around 1878. The site shifted over to iron ingots production for forge side steelworks. By the end of 19th century, Blaenavon had 230 hectares of freehold mineral rich land, open hearth furnaces, soaking pits, reheating chambers and cogging mills alike along with 5 foundry furnaces running round the clock. High quality coal and mining of coal did displace steelmaking in Blaenavon during early 20th century and iron production was somewhat ceased around 1904 (4) By 1910, coke oven was added to the site and during world war 1, the site was a major producer of steel, filling the needs of armaments industry, which continued till 1939. world war 2, saw Blaenavon turn into a site for smelting of aluminum and magnesium to service the aircraft industry. The coal industry was nationalised in 1947, which coincided with a loss of interest in coal from Blaenavon. The site was purported to be closed down in 1960 and was slated for demolition till it was decided to preserve it as a heritage site and tourist attraction with activities comprising of a mine based theme park. Since then, a lot of excavation, repair and conservation works have been undertaken. 1983 saw the closure of Big Pit coal mine and its conversion into a museum of mines. 
The industrial production of Blaenavon was second only to cyfarthfa ironworks in Wales. And involved the use of coal-technology and steam power from erstwhile charcoal and water. The Site of Blaenavon now attracts visitors, who can now revel in the industrial-site cottages and complexes. The visitors can still traverse route-in and route-out throughout mines and and train lines, retracing the steps of raw material production lines to the finished product.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The site witness the fest of Man Engine, where a giant puppet of about 11mtr. Steams across industrial sites of Britain, every April. The man engine fest commemorates the industrial history and attracts revelers from all over the country. The main event usually takes place in Blaenavon ironworks, where the giant puppet feeds the furnaces with wells coal from the Big Pit, recreating the Pig Iron under the watchful eyes of Sidney Gilchrist. The Man Engine is accompanied by brass bands and blacksmiths alike to make it a whole commemorative affair and the fest then proceeds to Ebbw Vale steelworks (5).
Blaenavon also has a springtime World War 1 fair. Here battle field scenario enactments, history, weaponry displays, and a war exhibition takes place.
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