Examples of EU directives:
2010/13/EU - Energy Performance of Buildings Directive: 
 The European Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD) took effect from 4 January 2006. A recasting of the requirements, which will be more demanding, was approved in May 2010 and came into effect in early 2013. The EPBD aims to promote the improvement of energy performance in buildings by encouraging owners and tenants to choose energy efficient buildings when seeking new premises, and to improve the energy efficiency of buildings that they already occupy. In the UK, the EPBD was implemented through major changes to the Building Regulations 2006 and the introduction of energy certification (DECs and EPCs) for both domestic and non-domestic properties.
1999/31/EC - EU Landfill Directive:
Adopted in 1999, the EU Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC was transposed into UK law through the Landfill (England and Wales) Regulations 2002. It requires a reduction of 7 biodegradable waste sent to landfill. Waste is reclassified, establishing new categories of inert, hazardous and non-hazardous landfill sites.
2008/50/EC - Ambient Air Quality Directive:
 The 2008 ambient air quality directive sets legally binding limits for concentrations in outdoor air of major air pollutants that impact public health such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). As well as having direct effects, these pollutants can combine in the atmosphere to form ozone, a harmful air pollutant (and potent greenhouse gas) which can be transported great distances by weather systems (Defra,2011).
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