Useful phrases for essays

1) To Begin at the Beginning

It is generally considered that…
In approaching this issue, one might …
The first aspect to note is that…
One of the most important considerations of this study is …
Let us begin by considering…
Central to this analysis is…
It is often suggested that…
It is a well-known fact that…
A number of key issues arise from the statement…




2) Structure

First*, Secondly*, Thirdly*, Finally*, …
*REMEMBER THE COMMA!!
First of all, …
The first argument suggests that … whilst the second suggests that …
To begin with…
In the second place…
Next…
There are at least three points to examine…

3) In other words

that is to say…
rather…
or …
To put it more simply…
With this in mind…


4) Points of View

Critics say that …
…believe that …
…suggest that …
…maintain that…
…point out that …
…are convinced that…
…contend that…
…argue that…
According to some scholars…



5) Illustration

For example…
For instance…
To illustrate this point one might refer to …
Take for example…
An example of this is…
As in the following examples…
Including…


6) Emphasis

even, of course, indeed, …
not only … but also…
one can go as far as to say that…
notably…
mainly…
mostly…
especially…
to underline
to emphasise
to highlight
to stress
to insist 




7) Linking / Adding

Additionally…
Moreover…
Also…
Furthermore…
One should not forget that…
In addition to…
As well as…
Besides…
Further…
Equally important…
It is important to note that…







8) Cause and Effect

Accordingly…
Consequently, …
Therefore…
Hence…
Thus …
As a result…
Because of this…
It follows that…


9) Balancing

It cannot be denied that …; however…
One can agree to a certain extent with…
By and large…
One must admit that…
One cannot ignore the fact that …
Likewise…
Similarly…
In spite of…
While x may be true, nonetheless…
At the same time it must be noted that…
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nevertheless, one should consider the problem from a different angle…



10) …and finally

What conclusions can be drawn from this?
To conclude…
In brief…
In conclusion…
In the final analysis…
The arguments presented suggest that / indicate that…
All of this points to the conclusion that…
From these arguments one must conclude that…
Finally…
As a final point…

