O for a Life of Sensations or the Internal and External parts: Keats and medical materialism
The materialist approach to sensation developed by Whytt, Priestley, and others in the second half of the eighteenth century finds its way to the teaching hospitals of the early nineteenth century through Astley Cooper whose understanding of ‘sensation’ is recorded in John Keats’ notebooks:

[I]t is an impression made on … the Nerves conveyed to the Brian. This is proved by the effects of dividing a Nerve … Volition is the contrary of Sensation it proceeds from the internal to external parts.
In this paper I will argue that physical encounters in Keats can be read in terms of this larger medico-empirical shift in the status of the body; and that what is often still viewed as a form of class conscious sensualism is an attempt to challenge some of the implications of medical materialism.  
