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Chapter 1: Introduction _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
1.1 Scope of the research
	The motivation behind choosing the research project was derived from prior experiences with the upcoming Times Table Rockstars (TT Rockstars) initiative. Within a typical session of TT Rockstars session, the children will be given sixty multiplication/ division either online or the printable paper versions that are available. The children then have three minutes to complete the times tables questions with ‘rock’ music playing in the background as a motivator for the children. 
	Copley Junior School (2019) describes TT Rockstars as, ‘a fun and challenging programme designed to help pupils master the times tables.’ The TT Rockstars program focuses more so on teaching creatively as opposed to focusing on teaching the children how to be creative. 
	Sir Ken Robinson’s (2006) TED talk Seminar, ‘Do schools kill creativity’, in which Robinson discussed the hierarchy of the importance of different subjects in schools. Robinson identified that the arts are commonly placed at the bottom of the hierarchy. In his report, Successful Futures, Donaldson (2015) recommends that the national curriculum is adapted to foster the creativity of the children, putting emphasis on the arts to create ‘enterprising, creative contributors’ that can think creatively.  Although it is seen as important to foster the creativity of the children and teach for creativity, the writer asks; should we also consider teaching creatively as well as teaching for creativity?   

1.2 Aims of the project
	Within this research project, the writer will intend to develop an acute and critical understanding of how the use of music can take effect on the classroom environment and behaviour of the children within education in Wales.  
	The overarching aim of the project is to is to identify if the use of music within the classroom can alter the behaviour and engagement of children within the primary school setting. 
	Another aim of this research project is to gain further insight to how practitioners can incorporate the use of music to further develop the learning and foster the ethos of the classroom.
	The main aim can be achieved by the researcher conducting varies forms of primary and secondary research to gain observations from the perspectives of; teachers, non-teaching staff and also the pupils. The research data can then be analysed and interrogated in order to identify any ways in which, if any, different genres of music can alter the behaviour and engagement of children.
	The writer intends to utilise the results of the research project in order to enhance their personal teaching practice alongside the teaching practice of schools and/ or classes that the writer can influence through their teaching career.

1.3 Research sources
	The research carried out during this research project includes

· Structured and unstructured observations – primary observations of various classrooms through different activities with and without the use of music. The writer believes the observations can be used to utilise visual representations of the change in the behaviour of the children.

· Literature review – Secondary research that will allow the writer to critically respond to the use of music being used to influence the behaviour and engagement of the children.  The writer will be using research from various different books, journals, websites and reports from different organisations.   

· Electronic questionnaires to teaching and non-teaching staff - primary research to gain qualitative and quantitative data from the perspective of school staff.

· Electronic questionnaires to pupils – primary research to gain the personal perspective of the children within the same school environment as the teacher’s questionnaires. 
	
	 
1.4 Limitations

	There are various different limitations to the research project carried out by the writer but there were two main limitations that the writer would have benefitted greatly without. 
	One of the main limitations was the time constraint to which the writer could have carried out the primary research. The writer believes if there was more time to conduct the research, there could be data collected from many different schools giving a larger scale research. Thus, giving a more reliable outcome than the research through the smaller demographic. 
	The final major limitation was due to the lack in responses from the teaching staff of the school. The writer had distributed to all staff of the school where the research was placed. Out of over forty members of staff that received the questionnaire, there were only a handful of respondents to the questionnaires. The writer determined that the lack in responses would not give a fair representation of the perspective of teachers in Wales. 

1.5 Hypothesis 

	Within witnessing the TT Rockstars program and the benefits it has brought to the children that the writer has had experience in teaching, the writer believes that music can influence the work ethic of the children but to what extent can music be an influence? Can music influence all areas of learning? 
	The writer is also curious to distinguish if the different genres of music can take influence on the behaviour and engagement of the children? 







Chapter 2: Literature review_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
2.1 Scope of the chapter

	This chapter will consist of a literature review of the use of background music in education. For this study, the term ‘background music’ will be defined as music that is played in the background when studying or participating in activities. 
	The literature review will consist of secondary research that was used to inform the writer of background research for the use of music within education. 

2.2 Theories of learning

	Ertmer and Newby (2013) suggests that, ‘Learning has been defined in numerous ways by many different theorists’. Kelly (2012) identified the three key learning theories as;
· Behaviourism 
· Cognitivism 
· Constructivism 

Behaviourism

	As the name suggests, behaviourism is a study of the behaviour and how it may change through different influences or actions. Kelly (2012) suggested ‘behaviourists believe that learning actually occurs when new behaviours or changes in behaviours are acquired through associations between stimuli and responses.’ 
	Taggart (Date unknown) identified that, ‘there are three individual scientists and psychologists that are extremely important to the history of behaviourism because of their theories and research:
· Ivan Pavlov - Developed the concept of Classical Conditioning
· John Watson - Founder of Behaviourism, 1878-1958
· B. F. Skinner - Founder of Operant Conditioning’ 

	Skinner developed operant conditioning chamber (skinners box) in which was an isolated chamber were animals were given positive or negative reinforcements to their reactions to different stimuli to distinguish if rewards help the animals learn what stimuli give rewards. Lumen (date unknown)

Cognitivism (Cognitive information processing)
	
	Cognitivism, sometimes knowns and cognitive information processing, focuses more on ways in which the learning can be processed by learners.  Ertmer and Newby (2013) stated,	‘in the late 1950’s, learning theory began to make a shift away from the use of behavioural models to an approach that relied on learning theories and models from the cognitive sciences.’
 Complimenting Ertmer and Newby, Kelly (2012) indicated that,

	‘Cognitive information processing is used when the learner plays an active 	role in seeking ways to understand and process information that he or she 	receives and relates it to what is already known and stored within memory.’ 

	LearningTheories (2015) identified five key contributors to cognitivism as:
· Marriner David Merill
· Charles Reigeluth
· Robert Mills Gagné
· Jerome Bruner 
· Roger Schank

Constructivism

	Constructivism, as a learning theory, is built upon how learners construct their own learning and build upon prior knowledge and experience of meaning. Kelly (2012) suggests that ‘constructivist theorists believe that learning is a process where individuals construct new ideas or concepts based on prior knowledge and/ or experience.’  

(Bednar et al., 1991, as cited in Ertmer and Newby, 2013) ‘Constructivism is a theory that equates learning with creating meaning from experience.’ 

	In regards to relating the learning theories to the use of music in the learning environment;
· The music could be seen as an extrinsic motivator, tying in with Watson’s behaviourist learning theory as the children may see the music as a reward.
· If there is new learning with background music playing, the children may link a particular song / rhythm with the area of learning. Thus, displaying an element of the constructivist approach. 

2.3 What about Donaldson? 

	Donaldson (2015) has recommended that the ‘Expressive arts’ should be made one of the six areas of learning for the new curriculum for Wales. Donaldson (2015. P43) suggested that, ‘the expressive arts provide opportunities to explore thinking, refine, and communicate ideas, engaging thinking, imagination and senses creatively.’ With this in mind, the writer poses the question of: Can we help children to foster their creativity by applying creative teaching and learning method in the classroom? i.e. background music to be used to set a relaxing ethos calming the children.  

2.4 Can music foster or hinder learning?
 
	It was ‘Rauscher et al (1993) who reported that brief exposure (10 min) to a Mozart sonata generates short term increases in spatial-reasoning abilities (the Mozart effect).’  Schellenrg (as cited in, Peretz and Zattore (2003. P432)
	The Mozart effect was encountered after Rauscher et al (1993) when participants were split in to three separate groups. One of the groups listened to Mozart’s sonata for two pianos (K448) for 10 minutes; another group listened to relaxing music designed to lower blood pressure; and the final group sat in silence for 10 minutes. After the 10 minutes, all of the participants were to complete a series of activities. Surprisingly, the results showed evidence of listening to Mozart’s sonata having short term effects on spatial reasoning. Jenkins (2001) identified that ‘the mean spatial IQ scores were 8 and 9 points higher after listening to the music than in the other two conditions.’ 

However, Perham and Currie (2014), researcher of the psychology department at Cardiff University, were intrigued by ‘the Mozart effect’ and decided to apply their knowledge into their own study to find out if listening to preferred music can improve reading comprehension. Busch (2018) reported that Perham and Currie;

	‘assigned students into one of four groups: the first revised in silence, the 	second revised while listening to music with lyrics they liked, the third group 	revised to music with lyrics they did not like and the fourth group revised 	listening to music without lyrics.’

	Interestingly, Perham and Currie (2014) identified that the group that revised in silence scored more than sixty percent higher than peers who revised with music with lyrics. On the contrary, students that revised listening to music without lyrics, scored higher than the group who listened to music with lyrics. 
	Perham and Currie’s study revealed that, in regards to revision, it is more beneficial for student to revise in silence than listening to any music at all. With this study, in particular, showing that music can actually hinder revision, the writer is left but to question the validity of ‘the Mozart effect’. On the contrary, Lehmann and Seufert (2017.P2) using the work of Floss (1982) give a brief response to the Mozart effect and identify, 

	’even though in the experiment the exposition to music took place in advance 	of the task, the results are transferrable to listening to music while learning. 	Priming effects should be even stronger during the exposition to the stimulus 	and decay over time’

	Thompson et al. (2011) gives an insight to why different studies give mixed results during researching the effects on music.  Thompson et al (2011) decided to dive deeper into the studies and varied the pitch, tone and duration of the music. Thompson et al (2011) identified that, ‘these findings reveal that listening to background instrumental music is most likely to disrupt reading comprehension when the music is fast and loud.’
	Lehmann and Seufert (2017. P2) counteract Thompson et al (2011) and suggests that the work of Wallace (1999) shows that ‘it is not the characteristics of a song per se, but their effects on the learner which influence learning outcomes.’ 
 2.5 Conclusion of the chapter

	To conclude the literature review, there has been many different theories and studies that investigate different areas of music and learning apprehended. 
	To summarise, yes music can alter the learning outcomes when the optimum music is utilised. Studies showed that music without lyrics had a greater impact than music with lyrics. This may be due to the brain trying to process audible words alongside visual words or thought processes. As opposed to no lyrical music that can have a calming meditational effect on learners.  















Chapter 3: Methodology _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

3.1 Code of conduct
	During the primary research aspect of the project, it was made clear that all data will be stored in adherence to the recently revised data protection act 2018. The data protection act 2018 is a legislation providing ‘a code of conduct’ for any consumer of personal data for any purpose. Van der Sloot (2014) simplistically describes and refers to the data protection principles as, ‘specific obligations and rights in order to protect the interests of citizens and consumers’. Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007. P60) suggests that, ‘One can treat people with respect but still the research may make no material difference to their lives.’ The data protection act allows all data collected to be relevant and meaningful to any of the research undertaken. The writer has made it crucial to adhere to all of the principles in order to ensure that no part of the data collected can come of any harm to the participants of the research.  
	The writer will follow the British Educational Research Association (BERA, 2018) beliefs in that; researchers within education should have the upmost of respect for any persons involved within the research project. All individuals, involved in or in contact with the research, have and will be treated fairly, sensitively and with the upmost of respect throughout the project. 
	Similarly, The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD, 2017) recognised one of the core aspects of research integrity, found in the Research Ethics & Code of Conduct, as;

	‘Care and respect for all participants in and subjects of research, including 	humans, animals, the environment and cultural objects. Those engaged with 	research must also show care and respect for the stewardship of research 	and scholarship for future generations.’ 

3.2 Ethics

	Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007. P69) suggested that ‘the researcher will frequently find that methodological and ethical issues are inextricably interwoven in much of the research’. To overcome any foreseeable ethical implications, the writer was to submit an ethics form (see appendix one) to be reviewed and approved by the university’s ethics committee. Following the granted approval of the ethics form, a figure of authority from School A will need to complete and sign a consent form before research can be started within the establishment. Throughout the research project, all participants will be reminded of their right to withdraw from the research at any point without giving any reason to why they want to withdraw. The reminders of the right to withdraw from the research at any given time, directly implements the UN Conventional Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 2016. P6) Article 16 by protecting the privacy of the children, their honour and reputation.  BERA (2011. P6) acknowledges that ‘Researchers must recognize the right of any participant to withdraw from the research for any or no reason, and at any time, and they must inform them of this right.’ Corresponding to BERA’s acknowledgments, Edwards (2005) suggested that, ‘Most ethics committees… insist that potential research participants reserve unconditional or absolute 'right' of withdrawal at any time and without giving any reason.’ 

3.3 Type of research

	Throughout the project, the writer will be using a combination of primary and secondary research to gather evidence and data to analyse and draw conclusions.
 Kowalczyk (date unknown) refers to;
· Primary research as first hand research that is usually factual and direct to what the researcher is looking for. 
· Secondary research as an interpretation of other people’s primary research. 

Observations: 

As the name of the research method implies, the researcher is to observe specific fields or areas of interests Bryant (date unknown). When observing people or the behaviour of people, in this instance, the researcher deemed it more suitable to carry out unstructured observations of the children in their more natural setting and classroom environment.  Forman and Hall (2005. P189) recommends observing children in their play as, ‘observing is relevant if we desire to learn about children and thus improve the quality of our teaching.’ Bryant (date unknown) complements Forman and Hall (2005) and suggested that observations give ‘first-hand experience with a setting allows researchers to open to discovery and inductive, rather than guessing what the context is like.’
The upfront analytics team (2015) identified one drawback to observational research that stood out to the writer as they can sympathise with the drawback of ‘Observation only tells one part of the story. Attitudes and opinions cannot be clearly expressed only through actions, so it may not be the clearest picture possible.’  Any teacher can agree that the foundation phase classroom can be unpredictable at times. Therefore, observations can be seen as unreliable when observing such a small scaled demographic. 

	Upon reflection, the observations did provide good visual evidence on how the behaviour of the children altered when prompted with different genres of music through different activities. On the contrary, when the researcher was observing the children, there may have been alternatives reasoning to why the behaviour changed at those particular moments. 

Questionnaires:

	As part of the research project, the writer had decided to use electronic questionnaires as another method of primary research. One of the main reasons for the use of electronic questionnaires are as McLeod (2018) suggested ‘Questionnaires provide a relatively cheap, quick and efficient way of obtaining large amounts of information from a large sample of people’. Another reason for using questionnaires was because the use of a questionnaire using closed and open ended questions can be an effective way of recording qualitative and quantitative data. 
	Within using a personally written research questionnaire, the writer is able to design the questions to best suit the project in hand, only collected data that is necessary and relevant to the research. Mathers, Fox and Hunn (2009. P19) propose that, ‘Questionnaires can only produce valid and meaningful results if the questions are clear and precise and if they are asked consistently across all respondents.’ 
	The writer distributed the electronic questionnaires via and online survey forum. In which, compiles the data together to be interrogated and analysed when all of the research is gathered.  The writer decided to distribute two different questionnaires, one for the teachers and one for the pupils within the same school setting.  























Chapter 4: Results and discussions_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
4.1 Scope of the chapter 

	Within this chapter, the writer will be discussing the data received and what was observed during the observations conducted by the researcher. The writer will also be discussing and analysing the responses received by both the staff and student questionnaires.
	When the data is analysed and presented, the writer can refer back to the secondary research to try to identify any correlation between primary and secondary research obtained.

4.2 Observations

	During an electives experience, the writer was fortunate enough to carry out the observational research in a school that has music at the heart of the school. There was music playing in the background from the first step into the main entrance, instantly setting a calming and relaxed ethos from the start of the visit.
	The writer was able to shadow one particular class through various different subject lessons over a number of days. During these sessions, some of the teaching practitioners were asked to try to use background music through the lesson. Unfortunately, there were only a few teachers whom felt comfortable playing background music as they were unsure if the music would disrupt the lesson. The writer can sympathise with the teachers as the initial introduction of background music can be seen as daunting and could possible disrupt the lesson. All of the teachers that did choose to play background music used different radio stations as they were songs that were popular and well known by the children. 
	The writer found it interesting being able to observe the same class of children through different subjects and teachers as the behaviour of the children would alter between each lesson before the music being implemented. When the music was implemented, the behaviour of the children changed for another time and also altered between genres of music that were playing. The writer was surprised that the genre of background music that the children were more engaged with was fast pace pop songs that the children knew and could sing along with. 
	Upon reflection, this observation can be seen as the opposite to what Thompson et al (2011) had previously identified in chapter 2.4
	The writer also observed that the school played classical music throughout the day as the children came to read or to work in. When asked why there is classical music playing in the library, the practitioner replied with “the school had done some research and it was drawn to their attention that classical music can foster creative writing.”  The writer inferred that the practitioner may have discovered ‘the Mozart effect’ and applied the effect to their provisions available.

4.3 Pupil questionnaires 
	
	The writer had created pupil questionnaires (See appendix two) in which the questions were designed with a variety of closed and open ended questions to generate data that is meaningful and relevant to the research in hand.  
	To begin the questionnaire, the writer decided to start the questions off with closed questions to engage the children with the questionnaire. 

Question one 
[image: ../Screenshot%202019-04-29%20at%2009.46.19.png]

As the graph above shows, not one student responded that they did not like listening to music. With this in mind, the writer set the question to find out what is the most popular genre of music that children listen to. As the graph below shows, there are over eight genres that are favorited by the children from such a small group of children. The writer identifies that the majority of the genres of music are faster paced but others are deemed as slower paced and able to reduce blood pressure.    
[image: ]  
The writer then shifted the closed questions to opened ended question asking the child how music makes them feel emotionally.
[image: ] 
The grid above shows some of the responses that the children had given. As shown above, none of the children responded with music making them feel any negative emotions when stimulated with music. Thus, showing that music gives the children positive feelings and may be used as a reward more than a learning aid if necessary. 
	[image: ] 
The children have displayed that they understand that different genres of music can change the way that the children feel. This may allow the school to utilise the children’s knowledge and prompt the children to share how different genres make them feel. This will then allow the school and teachers to incorporate personal and emotional skills. 
	
	In consideration to the use of music when learning, the writer posed the question of; 
	[image: ]   
	Out of the twenty respondents, not one of the students said that they do not listen to music when learning.  If music is a big influence on the children when they are doing work, can the children be taught to use music as an educational advantage for their studies.
	
	As the writer observed the classical music being played in the library, the writer posed the question of; [image: ]
	Although the children do not like or listen to clssical music, the majority of children are aware that the classical music helps them concentrate and work better with the music present. Althought the children have identified that they do work better when listening toclassicl musc in the library, eighty percent of the student would like to change the genre of musicaway from the classical genre.
[image: ] 
	 

The writer then asked the children what genre they would like to listen to in the library. Some of the responses to what genre the children want in the library are seen below.

[image: ] 

The majority of the genres above are fast paced and as Thompson et al (2011) suggested, fast and loud music can disrupt and hinder learning. Therefore, the genres above are more than likely to hider the learning and disrupt the children from their studies. 

4.4 Staff Questionnaires 

	Unfortunately, there were only four members of staff that responded to the electronic questionnaire. With this in mind, the writer concluded that there was not enough data to analyse and be critical with.  Fincham (2015) identified that, ‘Lack of response to the questionnaire by potential respondents in a sample or population is referred to as nonresponse bias.’




Chapter 5: Conclusion_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
	To summarise, the research undertaken shows that music can in fact enhance the learning and learning environment for the children. Although, some of the research showed that pupils achieved higher grades from studying in silence. The majority of research shows that the right kind of music can further enhance learning and productivity of the children. 
	To conclude, the combination of primary and secondary research shows that particular types of music can take influence on the learning environment. Although music can alter the learning, this may not be for all learners involved. Different music may affect each and every child in different ways. 
	In regards to the writer’s hypothesis, yes can alter the work ethic of the children. The ways in which music can influence the work ethic will very between learners and vary between the characteristics of the music. 
	The Mozart effect and the work of Perham and Currie (2014) both identify that the genre and characteristics of the music greatly influence the effect of music upon the learning of the children. 
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Appendix three – Staff questionnaire
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How does music make you feel?
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Happy
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It makes me happy and relaxed

Calm in school

It helps me to be more creative and it makes me happy. Also, i do not feel stressed
It keeps me calm, relaxed and motivates me

Music makes me happy
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Do you think different genres of music make you feel different?

20 responses
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Do you listen to music when doing work?

20 responses

@ Yes
® No
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Do you think you work better in the library with music playing?

20 responses

@ Yes
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@ Don't know
@ Sometimes
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Would you like to have different music in the library

20 responses

@ Yes
® No
@ Maybe
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What music would you choose to listen to in the library?

16 responses

Rap

Rock

60's 70's 80's and some of the music nowadays
Perhaps pop or jazz

Drill

Drill, pop

Anything is better than the music they play here
Skank

The wave so the latest songs

Maybe not rock because not everyone likes it but music from 80's/ 90's and nowadays like positive pop or some
kind of rap
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Anything but | feel like classical music helps you work
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted
ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval
has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work
undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including
knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new
applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate
research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on
dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies,
testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.
This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please

see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

Full Name: Ross McDonnell

Tick all boxes which apply:

Member of staff: [l Student: X Honorary research fellow: [l

Faculty/School/Centre: SWWCTE: YR ATHROFA

Campus: Carmarthen

E-mail address: 1600632@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Contact Telephone Number: 07478272263

For students:

Student Number: 1600632 Undergraduate X
) . . Taught

Programme of Study: BA Primary Education QTS Postgraduate [l

Director of Studies/Supervisor: Dr Sioned V Hughes Research [l

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process | YES | X | NO | [
for different levels of research by different categories of individual)

Date
If Yes, please indicate source of Research Degrees Committee m
approval (and date where known):
Faculty Research Committee O
Other (write in) Moodle Coordinator,
ECADG003, ITET X | 08/02/19

Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval.
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SECTION C: External Ethical Guidance Materials

Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion
of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific
ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology). Please tick to confirm that your
research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

The research is within the bounds of the normal classroom and in accordance with the X
Athrofa guidance for parental consent as per Athrofa letter.

The research will be conducted within BERA (British Education Research Association) X
guidelines for Education research (2018)

The research will adhere to the University research guidelines X
The research will be following and adhering to EWC guidelines X

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity

Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the

University? YES O NO X

If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the
main contact person:

Institution

Contact person name

Contact person e-mail address

Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system? YES O NO X

If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

Can music change the classroom environment and work ethic of the
Indicative title: children — a small scale study in a comprehensive school
Proposed start date: 11/02/2019 Proposed end date: 22/02/2019

Purpose of research activity (including aims and objectives)

Outline the purpose, aims and objectives of the research activity, including key research questions.
Show briefly how existing research has informed the proposed activity and explain what the
research activity will add and how it addresses an area of importance. (Maximum 300 words)

By carrying out this research, | aim to improve my future practice as a teaching practitioner within
the Primary sector.

| will research different methods on how to use music to control the classroom environment and
work ethic of the children.

| have had experience with ‘TT Rock stars’ programme prior to the research. Within the “TT Rock
stars’ programme, music is the prime factor to control the work ethic of the children during the three-
minute period where they practice their multiplication tables.

| will be obtaining my research through; observations, interviews and questionnaires among the

proposed methods listed below.
(this box should expand as you type)

Proposed methods
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it
clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are
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deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. (Maximum
600 words)

Learning walks- | may conduct learning walks through the school to observe any displays and
discuss particular aspects of provisions with members of staff or students. These learning walks
may be self-directed or facilitated by a learner, group of learners or a member of staff.

Prior to conducting the learning walk. EXIT: | will obtain consent from a member of staff. Prior to
evidencing the learning walk (by means of written, photographic or audio methods) | will ask the
participant who hosted the walk for their consent to use the information they provide in any
research.

Interviews- individual or a group of children from a variety of key stage 3 and key stage 4 classes
may be involved in structured or semi-structured interview where they will be invited to respond to
key questions. For example, during the interview | intend to gather individual perceptions to how
music may or may not help them when completing/ taking part in tasks or activities. The children will
be in an informal setting and | will make notes or with their permission, take an audio recording of
the interview. EXIT: the children will not be forced into participating or responding to the questions;
the notation that all responses to questions are voluntary will be expressed from the start of the
interview. All children will be asked if they wish to take part in the interview before starting the
interview, the children will be informed that they can withdraw from the interview or not respond at
any time without notice. Throughout the interview | will continuously check on the children’s
wellbeing to ensure they remain comfortable in the interview environment. At the time that the data
collected from the interview in utilised, no names shall be mentioned; where applicable, | may use
pseudonyms to assist the discussion.

Additionally, | may interview members of staff. However, with members of staff question of a
pedagogical or professional nature will be posed. EXIT: staff participation will be voluntary and this
notation will be expressed to staff participants from the outset. The staff will be informed that they
may withdraw from the interview at any given time without providing notice.

Observations/ field notes- | will observe and take notes on a variety of teaching and learning
encounters throughout my research. Throughout my observations, | will take note on the children’s
engagement or enjoyment. At times, | may focus on observing the whole class or individual children
that are of interest to my project. Or during the session | may observe the teacher’s approach to
teaching and learning and their pedagogical approaches to certain situations. For example, if a child
withdraws from a teaching and learning encounter. Observations will be made in my personal
observations handbook. Once again, no names will be mentioned however, a pseudonym may be
used if necessary. To further enhance my research, | may discuss my notes with the teacher or
children to gather a more detailed perspective or explanation for certain actions or attributes
displayed. On occasion, | may observe participants without their knowledge and make notes on
their behaviours and attitudes towards learning.

Video or audio taping- | may record certain teaching and learning encounters that | believe will
contribute towards my research project. Video and audio taping may be used during group of
individual interviews (with interviewees prior permission) and later utilised to contribute towards my
discussion and synthesis. Photographic evidence may also be collected. However, prior to this | will
engage with the class teacher to enquire whether all children in the situations can be photographed.
Following this information from the member of staff, | will act with caution when utilising a camera
and | will ensure those children, if any, who are not permitted to be photographed are not
photographed. Recording of good practice or interviews with members of staff may be gathered to
contribute towards my research. Prior to this | will gain the participants permission and act in an
ethical manor throughout.

Questionnaires- depending on the children’s responses throughout the research period, | may
create and administrate a questionnaire if | believe it will assist my research further. Throughout the
creation of the questionnaire, | will adhere to and follow the training provided by the university
during my second year of study when designing and distribution of questionnaires was necessary
for a specific module. The questionnaire may focus on qualitative or quantitative data, or both
depending on its focus. Furthermore, the questionnaires may be administrated to learners, staff or
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deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. (Maximum 

600 words) 

Learning walks- I may conduct learning walks through the school to observe any displays and 

discuss particular aspects of provisions with members of staff or students. These learning walks 

may be self-directed or facilitated by a learner, group of learners or a member of staff.  

Prior to conducting the learning walk. EXIT: I will obtain consent from a member of staff. Prior to 

evidencing the learning walk (by means of written, photographic or audio methods) I will ask the 

participant who hosted the walk for their consent to use the information they provide in any 

research. 

 

Interviews- individual or a group of children from a variety of key stage 3 and key stage 4 classes 

may be involved in structured or semi-structured interview where they will be invited to respond to 

key questions. For example, during the interview I intend to gather individual perceptions to how 

music may or may not help them when completing/ taking part in tasks or activities. The children will 

be in an informal setting and I will make notes or with their permission, take an audio recording of 

the interview. EXIT: the children will not be forced into participating or responding to the questions; 

the notation that all responses to questions are voluntary will be expressed from the start of the 

interview. All children will be asked if they wish to take part in the interview before starting the 

interview, the children will be informed that they can withdraw from the interview or not respond at 

any time without notice. Throughout the interview I will continuously check on the children’s 

wellbeing to ensure they remain comfortable in the interview environment. At the time that the data 

collected from the interview in utilised, no names shall be mentioned; where applicable, I may use 

pseudonyms to assist the discussion.  

Additionally, I may interview members of staff. However, with members of staff question of a 

pedagogical or professional nature will be posed. EXIT: staff participation will be voluntary and this 

notation will be expressed to staff participants from the outset. The staff will be informed that they 

may withdraw from the interview at any given time without providing notice.  

 

Observations/ field notes- I will observe and take notes on a variety of teaching and learning 

encounters throughout my research. Throughout my observations, I will take note on the children’s 

engagement or enjoyment. At times, I may focus on observing the whole class or individual children 

that are of interest to my project. Or during the session I may observe the teacher’s approach to 

teaching and learning and their pedagogical approaches to certain situations. For example, if a child 

withdraws from a teaching and learning encounter. Observations will be made in my personal 

observations handbook. Once again, no names will be mentioned however, a pseudonym may be 

used if necessary. To further enhance my research, I may discuss my notes with the teacher or 

children to gather a more detailed perspective or explanation for certain actions or attributes 

displayed. On occasion, I may observe participants without their knowledge and make notes on 

their behaviours and attitudes towards learning.  

 

Video or audio taping- I may record certain teaching and learning encounters that I believe will 

contribute towards my research project. Video and audio taping may be used during group of 

individual interviews (with interviewees prior permission) and later utilised to contribute towards my 

discussion and synthesis. Photographic evidence may also be collected. However, prior to this I will 

engage with the class teacher to enquire whether all children in the situations can be photographed. 

Following this information from the member of staff, I will act with caution when utilising a camera 

and I will ensure those children, if any, who are not permitted to be photographed are not 

photographed. Recording of good practice or interviews with members of staff may be gathered to 

contribute towards my research. Prior to this I will gain the participants permission and act in an 

ethical manor throughout.  

 

Questionnaires- depending on the children’s responses throughout the research period, I may 

create and administrate a questionnaire if I believe it will assist my research further. Throughout the 

creation of the questionnaire, I will adhere to and follow the training provided by the university 

during my second year of study when designing and distribution of questionnaires was necessary 

for a specific module. The questionnaire may focus on qualitative or quantitative data, or both 

depending on its focus. Furthermore, the questionnaires may be administrated to learners, staff or 
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both. Participants of the questionnaire will not be asked to list their name. However, they may be
asked to share their status within the school.

A cover letter may accompany the questionnaire, giving the participants the reasoning and nature of
the questionnaire. Upon completion, the questionnaires will formulate a response pool for analysis.
EXIT: Before the participant submits their questionnaire, they have the right to retain their response.
However, if the participant has submitted their questionnaire and it has been added to the response
pool there will be no fair means of identifying their response in order to return it. This will be
explained in the cover letter of the questionnaire.

Examples of pupils’ work- where | feel examples of pupils’ work would support my research, | may
request samples. EXIT: prior to gathering samples of work, | will ensure that | have the class
teacher’s consent and the consent of the pupil to which the work belongs. Upon gathering samples,

| will take responsibility of the work and ensure that confidentiality and security is upheld.
(this box should expand as you type)

Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

The proposed study/ research activity will be conducted in a large comprehensive school (Assigned
electives school)

(this box should expand as you type)

Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and
whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural
sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

Not Applicable

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

Will the research activity include:

<
m
(7]
Z
o

Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?

x

Use of interviews?

Use of diaries?

Participant observation with their knowledge?

Participant observation without their knowledge?

Use of video or audio recording?

Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific
consent?

< |O|l>=<|0O/0O(0O| 0O

Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be
experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?

>

Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?

O OO0 [>|0]>x|>x]|>x

Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
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Use of procedures that involve deception? O
Administration of any substance, agent or placebo? O
Working with live vertebrate animals? O
Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box

O X

If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from

some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval

has been obtained.

SECTION G: Intended Participants

Who are the intended participants:

=<
m
(7]

Z
o

Students or staff at the University?

Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?

Vulnerable adults?

Children under 187

Prisoners?

Young offenders?

Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship
with the investigator or a gatekeeper?

People engaged in illegal activities?

><| > |>x|>x|O|>|0|0

Others (please identify):

O (OO0 (0|0 [0]>|>x

g

Participant numbers and source

how will they be recruited?

Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and

staff and school staff may be invited to participate in the research.

school setting.

this box should expand as you type)

The estimate expected number of participants will be 60 children aged between 11 and 16.
However, this number may be subject to change. Additionally, head teachers, teachers, support

Prior to conducting the research, | will obtain consent from the head teacher or senior mentor in the

Information for participants:
YES

N/A

Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in
advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?

Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?

Will you obtain written consent for participation?

>x< | X | x| X

Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?

Oo(go|jg| o

Oo(go|jg| o
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If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their X
consent to being observed?

Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research X
at any time and for any reason?

With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of X

omitting questions they do not want to answer?

Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full

confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as X O O
theirs?
Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a X O O

way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?

If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation

(this box should expand as you type)

Information for participants:

YES NO N/A
Will participants be paid? O X O
Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with O X
participants?
Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or O X

University arising from this study?

Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading
participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the O X O
specific study aims?

If YES to any question, please provide full details

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external
research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data,
sensitive organisational information

The risk to participants is that they may be involved in the research without consent. Therefore, |
will ensure that all consent procedures are in place by informing the children and staff of my
research. | will explain to the children and staff that they have the right to withdraw and can leave
the research or express that they do not wish for any data to be used, at any time. For example, |
will ask the children if | can use their answers from the interviews in my research and share my
notes. | will also monitor the children’s wellbeing and stop any activity if any child is becoming
upset/ uncomfortable.

(this box should expand as you type)
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If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of
harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

The risk to the researcher is that | may be accused of unprofessional practice. | will manage the risk
by adhering to the BERA guidelines and following my plan of ethical practice.

(this box should expand as you type)

University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

There should be no risk to the university if | manage the risk to the participants and the researcher
as detailed above. | will conduct the research and represent the results honestly.

| will always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as
required by the statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as with the university’s research

integrity and ethics code of practice.
(this box should expand as you type)

Adverse outcomes
List measures put in place to limit any adverse effects or outcomes of research activity where
appropriate. Include any emergency protocols.

| will manage the risk by adhering to the BERA guidelines and following my plan of ethical practice.
| will always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligatory and standards as
required by the statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as with the university’s Research
Integrity and Ethical Code of Practice.

Loss of data- upon collection of research | will assume full responsibility for the safekeeping of the
data. To ensure the participant’s response is safe it will be kept in a folder on my person until the
research has been analysed and utilised at which time the data will be destroyed.

If in the event that a participant’s response is lost at the fault of the author or a third party then the
individual will not be identified as no personal details are listed on the questionnaire.

(this box should expand as you type)

Disclosure and Barring Service

If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained

before any contact with such participants.
YES NO N/A

Has a DBS certificate been obtained? X O O
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SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

»

Feedback
What feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

| will not be providing feedback to participants as it is not relevant for the research. If the
participants request feedback from the response then |, as the author, will provide a summary of the
data collected.

(this box should expand as you type)

Informed consent

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded.

Participants consent- children

| will converse with my class teacher and senior mentor and inform them of the research | will be
undertaking, providing reasoning and rationale behind the research. However, | will be verbally
asking children identified to participate whether they wish to participate, e.g. use traffic light fans to
support the children. This will be an individual exercise so children are encouraged to respond
honestly with their interest and wellbeing in mind. Children will also be informed that they can
approach me at any time and discuss their contribution to the research project and explain whether
they wish to participate.

Participation consent- teachers

For the class teachers, | will ask them to sign a document if they agree to take part in the research,
if they are not willing to sign the document, then | shall not use them in my research. The consent
form will include a box for the participant to tick if they agree with the statement. E.g. | confirm that |
have read and understand the information sheet dated 11/02/19 for the above study. | have had the
opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and had these answered satisfactorily. |
understand that my participation is voluntary and that | am free to withdraw at any time, without
giving a reason. | understand that any information given by me may be used in future report,
articles or presentations. | agree to participate to the above study.

(this box should expand as you type)

Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If
anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

| will ensure that no individual data (raw scores, individual identifiable performance outcomes) are
made available to schools/ parents etc. Only non-identifiable summary / aggregate data can be
provided in this way.

| will also place a statement on the consent form indicating the ‘if you decide to remain anonymous,
maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise
your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes and
transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain
confidential’.

(this box should expand as you type)
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SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality 

 

Feedback 

What feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?  

 

I will not be providing feedback to participants as it is not relevant for the research. If the 

participants request feedback from the response then I, as the author, will provide a summary of the 

data collected. 

 

 (this box should expand as you type)

 

 

Informed consent 

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is 

involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before 

data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be 

obtained and recorded. 

 

Participants consent- children 

I will converse with my class teacher and senior mentor and inform them of the research I will be 

undertaking, providing reasoning and rationale behind the research. However, I will be verbally 

asking children identified to participate whether they wish to participate, e.g. use traffic light fans to 

support the children. This will be an individual exercise so children are encouraged to respond 

honestly with their interest and wellbeing in mind. Children will also be informed that they can 

approach me at any time and discuss their contribution to the research project and explain whether 

they wish to participate.  

 

Participation consent- teachers  

For the class teachers, I will ask them to sign a document if they agree to take part in the research, 

if they are not willing to sign the document, then I shall not use them in my research. The consent 

form will include a box for the participant to tick if they agree with the statement. E.g. I confirm that I 

have read and understand the information sheet dated 11/02/19 for the above study. I have had the 

opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and had these answered satisfactorily. I 

understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without 

giving a reason. I understand that any information given by me may be used in future report, 

articles or presentations. I agree to participate to the above study. 

 

 (this box should expand as you type)

 

 

Confidentiality / Anonymity 

Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If 

anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.  

 

I will ensure that no individual data (raw scores, individual identifiable performance outcomes) are 

made available to schools/ parents etc. Only non-identifiable summary / aggregate data can be 

provided in this way. 

 

I will also place a statement on the consent form indicating the ‘if you decide to remain anonymous, 

maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise 

your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes and 

transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain 

confidential’.   

 

(this box should expand as you type)
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SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

»

In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the
extensive resources on the University's Research Data Management web pages
(http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).

YES NO
Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the Data
Protection Act)?
“personal data” means data which relate to a living individual who can be
identified—
(a) from those data, or O X

(b) from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to
come into the possession of, the data controller, and includes any expression of
opinion about the individual and any indication of the intentions of the data controller
or any other person in respect of the individual.

If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

(this box should expand as you type)

Does it involve sensitive personal data (as defined by the Data Protection
Act)?

“Sensitive personal data” means personal data consisting of information as to —
(a) the racial or ethnic origin of the data subject,

(b) his political opinions,

(c ) his religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

(d) whether he is a member of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union n X
and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

(e) his physical or mental health or condition,

(f) his sexual life,

(g) the commission or alleged commission by him of any offence, or

(h) any proceedings for any offence committed or alleged to have been committed by
him, the disposal of such proceedings or the sentence of any court in such
proceedings.

If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

(this box should expand as you type)

Will the research activity involve storing personal data on one of the YES NO
following:

Manual files (i.e. in paper form)? X O

University computers? O X

Private company computers? O X

Home or other personal computers? O X

Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks? X O

“Cloud” storage or websites? O X

Other — specify: O X

For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure data confidentiality, including details of
password protection, encryption and anonymization:

Confidentiality will be upheld by not requesting participant names on any piece of data collected.
Data will be stored in a locked cupboard and a password protected computer. Any correspondence
between my tutor and myself will be through a password protected e-mail account.
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»

(this box should expand as you type)

Z
o

Will the research activity involve any of the following activities: YES

Electronic transfer of data in any form?

Sharing of data with others at the University?

Sharing of data with other organisations?

Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside
the UK?

Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?

Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?

ooojo|jojoag

Use of data management system?

XX | X | X | X | X | XX

Data archiving? O

If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in
accordance with the Data Protection Act (and/or any international equivalent):

(this box should expand as you type)

List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

The researcher, supervisor and module coordinator

(this box should expand as you type)

List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

The researcher, Ross McDonnell

(this box should expand as you type)

Give details of data storage arrangements, including where data will be stored, how long for, and in
what form. Will data be archived — if so how and if not why not.

Participants that provide responses will have their data stored securely by the researcher. Once the
data has been analysed by the researcher then it will be destroyed so that there is no physical
trace of data. This process will also be in accordance to the Data Protection Act (1998).

The data collection period will range from 11/02/19 until 29/04/19, there will no longer be a use for

the data and all the data will be destroyed at this point in time.
(this box should expand as you type)
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confirm that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

Signature of applicant: Ross McDonnell Date: 08/02/19

For students:

Teacher / Senior Mentor /
Head teacher:

Dr Sioned Hughes

Signature: S.V. Hual

Date:

09.02.19

Supervisor:

Signature:

Date:

Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form
according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:

X | have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.
X | | have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.
X | confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle
O | | have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)
| have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form)
(where appropriate)
X | understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will
meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.
| understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents
X | (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must
be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.
RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check
your University and personal email accounts regularly.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit
this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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This questionnaire is for a research project in to how
music can change the work environment and work
ethics of students in Wales.

1. Do you like listening to music?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

2. What is your favourite Genres of music?
Mark only one oval.

Pop
Dance
Rap
R&B
Rock

Heavy metal

Blues
Reggae
Other:

3. Do you enjoy music lessons in school?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

4. Do you play any instruments?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

5. If yes, what instruments do you play?
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6. How does music make you feel?

7. Do you think different genres of music make you feel different?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Maybe

8. Do you listen to music when doing work?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

9. If yes, what genre of music do you listen to when doing work?

10. Do you think you work better in the library with music playing?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Don't know

Sometimes

11. Would you like to have different music in the library
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Maybe
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12. What music would you choose to listen to in the library?
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Can music effect the work environment and work
ethic of students in Wales?

All your responses are appreciated greatly. You may miss out or skip any questions if you do not
wish to respond at any time.

1. Do you believe that music can change the environment within the classroom?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

Sometimes

2. Why might you feel this?

3. If you responded 'Yes' to questions 1, do you believe it can have a positive or negative
impact on the environment? Please can you give a brief reasoning for your answer.

4. Is there any particular genre of music you
believe may change the classroom
environment?

5. Do you believe that music can have an impact on the work ethic of the children?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Maybe
Other:
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6. If 'Yes', what type of impact can music have?
Tick all that apply.

Positive
["] Negative
Unknown

Other:

7. Why do you think this may be?

8. In your experience is there any genre of music that my have an impact on the work ethic of
the children?

Mark only one oval.
Yes
No

Sometimes

9. Can you give brief examples of genres that may have an impact on the work ethic?

10. Have you ever used background music within your classroom?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Maybe

11. If "Yes', did you find that the music changed the environment within the classroom?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Unsure

Sometimes

Other: I crraanchat |
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12. What genres of the music that you have tried in your classroom?

13. Would you ever consider trying to use background music to set a learning environment
within your classroom?

Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Maybe
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About The School

* Bishop Gore school Is an English medium comprehensive school located near Singleton
hospital in the Sketty area of Swansea.

+ There are roughly|242 students, including sixth form student, on role aged from 1 1- 18 years
old. This is around 200 more puplls than in the most recent Estyn inspection in 2015.

*+ There are 37 different languages and ethnicities within the school and 26% of the school are
of ethnical minority population.

Electives Experience: Monday 11" February — Friday 22" February 2019

BISHOP GORE SCHOOL
DE LA BECHE ROAD * 24.9% of the puplis are eligible for free school meals, 5% of which are of ethnical minority
SKETTY population
SWANSEA
Ysgol ¥r Esgob Gore SA2 9AP Pritysgol Cymru + There are 9 main catchment primary schools for Bishop Gore but the school does accept
Srecod Dewt S Felely s
Sishor, Sore School "VIKTUE AND GOOD LITERATURE University of Wales = )

Background What do Estyn and Welsh Government think?

The school was originally founded in 1682 by Bishop Hugh Gore as Swansea Grammar

School. The two most recent Estyn inspection reports were published in 2010 and 2015. Both of
the published reports show excellent practice and progression In all areas through-out the

Through the years the school has seen various sites and names but it was in 1952 where school.

the school opened the current bullding in the Sketty area of Swansea and subsequently

became Bishop Gore Grammar School, an all-boy grammar school. The Welsh Government on "My local school’ have rated Bishop Gore as a Green category

It was In 1971 when Bishop Gore merged with an all-girls school to become Bishop Gore school in which is the highest category showing leading practice through the school.

co-educational Comprehensive school.

3 4
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General classroom observations Can music effect the work environment and work ethic
of students in Wales?

The teachers create calm and relaxing ethos with mutual respect being shown between pupils | chose this research title because music has always been Incorporated in my teaching and |

e s2ait from the bagining to the end of the lessons. have personally seen the benefits of using music within a primary school classroom.

The teachers have been role modeling respectful behavior with the children, allowing

T ol 1 fheua oy oec:acioms of tha batmvior Dol BN L Although the primary school and a secondary school are completely different. | believe the

* Be Respecrful concepts of the use of music can be adapted and applied to both education systems.

* Be Safe

* Be Ready Bill Turnbull of Classic FM shared with the Independent his experience with students
listening and requesting partcular songs in order to ‘get them through the exam period’

Teachers are encouraged to greet the children at the door, Initiating the respect for one and

another at the begmning of the lesson. Pupds are then encouraged to stand behind their chairs and relleve stress. Turnbull suggests that Classic FM and classical music supports students

until they have responded to the register or have be asked to be seated. through doing revision and exams.

All the teachers deal with any disruptions in a calm, collected manor by removing any disruptive

children out of the classroom in order to discipline or reprimand In private situations

and praise children in public situations. (RIP & PIP)

5 6

How does this link to the new curriculum coming to Observations on the use of music within the school
Wales?
Music with in a classrooms Is also allowing the development of two out of four of As you enter through reception, the school has classical music playing instandy setting a
Donaldson's four purposes within education: calm and respectful ethos from the first moment you enter the building.
- Enterprising, creative contributors - Music can allow the children to express emotions There Is also classical music playing in the library setting the calm and relaxing tone
through different media. Also, music can allow the children to become more creative in contributing to the work ethic of the children.
their writing/ thinking skills.

= Healthy, confident individuals — Music can allow the children to have a happy and positve
mood when in the dlassroom allowing learning to be more relaxed and flow through the
lessons.

7 8
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How does music make the pupils feel?

VWhen asked how music makies te chidren feel, most
ppils used e feebrgs: ‘Happy’ and Calm' S—

Noace the circled responses thac stand out more than oo

he others Ths shows ht che mudares sce mun 30

more than just emserinment

The children see music as 3 powerful 100l to change
their moods and help them dhrough dong work and
o
When asked if the chibiren listen to musk whes doing
work. inceressngly. Not one pupll said that they never
bsten 0 musc when working

Following asking the children’s Would you like to have different music
opinion, | thought it would be in the library?

interesting to see if the children
would like different genres of
music in the library.

80% of children responded that
they would like different music
in the library.

What do the children Do you think you work better the
think? library with music playing?

Upon my research it was
identified that 70% of pupils
believe they do work better in
the library with classical music

playing in the background.

So what music do the children want?

+ There were various different genres of
music that occurred often when the
children were asked what genre would they
like in the library.

+ The children mostly requested ‘Rap’ or
"Drill’ music (street rap)

* Although playing rap or drill music to seta
calm working environment may not be
appropriate. There have been other
suggestions that could be calming and
relaxing in order to motivate the children.
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Following asking the children's So what music do the children want?
opinion, | thought it would be
interesting to see if the children

would like different genres of

Would you like to have different music
in the library?

+ There were various different genres of
music that occurred often when the

music in the library.

children were asked what genre would they .

80% of children responded that like in the library. ettt —~—

they would like different music + The children mostly requested ‘Rap’ or

in the library. "Drill’ music (street rap) o

* Although playing rap or drill music to seta e
calm working environment may not be B
appropriate. There have been other
suggestions that could be calming and
relaxing in order to motivate the children.
n 12
Recommendations

As you already know the benefits of playing music in the background within the library.

+ I would like to recommend that the school and teachers trail the use of music wicin Thank you for your time, support and guidance through the visit.
It has been a pleasure getting to know your school and staff alike.

classrooms to set the calming learning environment.

* Secondly, | would like recommend that the school plays background classical music
through the corridors. Thus, creating a consistent calming ethos all through the school.

Ysgol ¥r Esgob Gore .
Bishop Gore School University of Wales
Virtue o Good Leraoae iaty Gatet Dot

13 14
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Do you like listening to music?

20 responses

® Yes
® No

@ Sometimes
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What is your favourite Genres of music?

20 responses
@ Pop
@ Dance
® Rap
® R&B
‘ @ Rock
@ Heavy metal
@ Blues
@ Reggae
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