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This essay will describe how child protection works in multi-agency working. The key points it will cover is, what is multi-agency working, how important child protection is and what it consists of. It will also look at some policies regarding child protection.
As explained by the NSPCC (2023) they key to effective child protection and safeguarding is multi-agency working (NSPCC, 2023). Multi-agency work is where a group of professionals from different agencies come together to achieve a goal together (Training Express, 2024). As indicated by Training Express (2024) these group of professionals share tasks and take on responsibilities together their goals are to support families and children at risk of safeguarding, “it’s an approach employed in many different scenarios to reduce harm and improve the life quality of people suffering from abuse, neglect or exploitation” (Training Express, 2024).  The NSPCC (2023) suggests that throughout their lives, children and their families will use many different services. To obtain a broad picture of a child's situation and develop a coordinated care plan, practitioners must come together (NSPCC, 2023). In the UK, new laws require collaboration across all parties working with families and children in order to deliver effective support. Multi-agency is collaboration, in which organisations collaborate with parents and one another to support all (Ford, 2008 p.114). It is determined that the best course of action is for children to realise their greatest potential. Ford 
(2008, p.114) suggests that this entails accountability on the part of all the experts who could be assisting the child and their family, to meet the kid's requirements and make sure the child develops, a variety of professionals and organisations from the public, private, and volunteer sectors may need to collaborate with the child's parents (Ford, 2008, p.114).
The Central and Local Government (2020) suggest that the main key factors in effective multi-agency working are:
Communication, multi-agency collaboration needs efficient communication between a number of agencies. Always be straightforward about the purpose of the information you are giving and ensure that any conversations discussed are documented in writing (Central and Local Government, 2020).
Working relationships across services, professionals from separate services must succeed in get along with one another. When making decisions, every associate of a multi-agency team should feel equally important (Central and Local Government, 2020). Each person must be able to hold the other accountable, by talking about the decisions taken , all participants will be better able to understand the child's position and make sure that the choices are suitable (Central and Local Government, 2020).
The HM Government (2023) argues that nothing is more serious than the wellbeing of a child. Every child has the right to grow up in a secure and loving and more importantly a safe environment (HM Government, 2023) Excellent and effective support should be provided to children in need of help and safety in order for this to occur, individuals, groups, and agencies must be open and honest about their respective and mutual duties and obligations, as well as their collaborative efforts (HM Government, 2023). The HM Government suggest that local authorities, in cooperation with partner and agencies, have a responsibility to ensure the safety and well-being of all children under their jurisdiction, even though parents and carers are the primary caretakers for their children. The Children Act of 1989 1 lays forth certain 
responsibilities to conduct a full investagation if they suspect a child has experienced or is going to suffer serious harm, as well as to offer services to children who are in need (HM Government, 2023). 
According to the Online Learning College (2022) Childrens Act of 2004 was developed as an extension to the same act from 1989. The 2004 Children's Act primarily differs from the 1989 Children's Act in that it highlights more on making sure that everyone who works with children, including individuals and groups, has a duty to protect children and advance their wellbeing (Online Learning College, 2022). The main aim of the Childrens Act 2004 it to make sure that all children living in the United Kingdom are kept protected and safe (Online Learning College, 2022). Section 28 of the Childrens Act 2004, 
“Imposes a duty on local authorities and other bodies such as the local police body, local health boards, NHS Trusts, probation boards and youth offending teams to ensure that their functions are discharged having regard to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children” (Welsh Government, 2021)
Child protection has become a significant importance with maltreatment of children becoming a global problem (Ulhaq, 2021, p.2). Children that suffer from neglect, that suffer from inflicted physical trauma, emotional abuse and sexual abuse need a support system in place (Ulhaq, 2021, p.2). Paediatricians have the unfortunate situation of dealing with children who have been intentionally abused or hurt by someone close to the child such as a parent or a family member (Ulhal, 2021, p.2). Paediatricians have a great responsibility and act as advocates for a child health and have the responsibility of identifying child abuse and it is their job to raise awareness of the situation, however safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility (Ulahl, 2021, p.2). Other professionals that have a duty of care to report suspected child abuse are teachers, social workers, midwives, health visitors even dentists and opticians (Ulahl, 2021, p.2) 
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