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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The legislation underpinning working with both adults and children is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). This legislation sets out clearly our duties in responding to individuals at risk. Under section 126 of the legislation this provides a definition of an adult at risk as an adult who is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs and is unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it (Welsh Government ,2014). The legislation highlights the duty for all professionals to report concerns and for enquiries to be initiated. 

The Local Authority has clear guidance to follow once concerns has been raised, it identifies enquires should be carried out immediately and where possible completed within 7 working days.  The enquires should gather further information about the abuse or neglect by working with all the professionals that are working with the individual. A decision will need to be made to establish if immediate action is required to ensure the individual is safe from harm. There is a need to establish if a criminal offence and if there is a need for involvement from police, and to establish whether the individual has care and support needs. The enquiry will need to establish if consent has been obtained and consider the mental capacity of the adult at risk. 

The Mental Capacity 2005 in a key legislation when working with adults, this highlights an individual should always be deemed to have capacity unless proven otherwise. A person should not be treated as they are unable to make a decision unless all steps have been taken to support them to do so. A person is not to be treated as unable to make a decision because they make an unwise decision. If it is deemed a person lack’s capacity a decision must be made in their best interests (Home Office, 2005). 

Where possible a professional or carers should seek consent from the adult at risk prior to making a referral, the reasons for this are it is more likely that they will engage with the safeguarding process and to have effective outcomes and this is to promote an effective working relationship with the adult. Involving the adult in the process should take place as early as possible this ensures their voice is heard. In cases where a referral is made without consent of the adult his decision is made to reduce them from experiencing further harm. (North Wales safeguarding board, 2023). 

The safeguarding procedures provide clear guidance on how abuse can be identified such as physical abuse can involve being hit, slapped, hit or kicked. However, it can also involve misuse of medication, forcible feeding or withholding food. The information suggests that abuse and neglect and been seen in a range of different way and practitioners much be curious in exploring further when gathering information. 
 Wales Safeguarding Procedures apply to all practitioner in statutory, third sector and private services. Adults safeguarding focuses on person -centred practice this looks to ensure an individual is respected, treated dignity and their cultural needs are met. Another focus is on early intervention to work together to prevent escalation. Advocacy and co-production are key parts, this ensures adults are involved in decision making (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board,2019). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Having worked in Children and Families Services, I do consider one of the main difference between adults and children’s safeguarding work is the need to consider capacity for adults. It is considered that an adults should always be treated as they have capacity, and they have the right to make decisions which could place them at risk of harm or abuse. 

Another difference which is been identified is consent when completing adult safeguarding enquiries. It is noted in legislation and policies if an adult is deemed to have capacity they have the right to choose if they want to engage with the Local Authority or not (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board,2019). Adults Safeguarding has a focus on empowerment and respect if an adult in making an unwise decision. In Children’s safeguarding capacity is not considered the same as adults, within children’s safeguarding the priority is the child’s welfare, and this is “paramount” during any child safeguarding procedures.  If a child is considered to be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm safeguarding procedures are initiated and prioritised regardless of consent. Another differing factor is the reporting of concerns, for adults the reporting should consider if an adult is at risk due to care and support needs. However, for children it is mandatory to report if a child is at risk of harm, abuse or neglect regardless of care needs (North Wales Safeguarding Borad, 2023). 

In children safeguarding often practitioners will use Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines to balance if a child is able to make decision about things that affect them. The Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines date back to the 1980s following legal cases, it looked as whether medical professionals would give the contraceptive advice or treatment to young people under 16 years without parental consent (NSPCC, 2022). These guidelines are still use today to assess if a young person is able to make a decision and balance the implications of that decision. In Children’s safeguarding enquiries if there are concerns the children is or likely to be at risk of abuse or neglect, the local authority have a duty to explore regardless of their competencies under the Gillick/Fraser guidelines. As mentioned above, in adults where consent is not obtained where an adult is deemed to have capacity, this must be respected and further enquires would not be undertaken. 
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