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The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Child Protection within UK Social Care
The application of artificial intelligence (AI) to child protection in the UK will be investigated in this study proposal. "How effective is artificial intelligence in detecting, preventing, and supporting child protection in UK social care practice?" is the guiding review question. The goals are to: 1. Determine the present applications of AI technologies in UK child protection systems. 2. Analyse AI's advantages and disadvantages in protecting children who are at risk. 3. Examine the moral and practical difficulties that come with incorporating AI into social services.
Rationale 
With growing worries about abuse, neglect, and internet exploitation, child protection is still a major concern in UK social care. The potential of AI to improve safeguarding through risk prediction, data analysis, and assistance for earlier responses is gaining attention (Gabriels et al., 2025). The necessity for innovation to improve child protection has also been emphasised by UK policy (Home Office, 2025).
Reasons for Choosing the Subject Child protection continues to be a top priority in UK social care, despite mounting concerns about abuse, neglect, and online exploitation. More people are becoming aware of how AI may enhance protection by predicting risks, analysing data, and helping with early reactions (Gabriels et al., 2025). UK policy has likewise stressed the need for innovation to enhance child protection (Home Office, 2025).
Methods 
This study will use a scoping review approach, focusing on peer-reviewed literature and policy reports. Databases such as PubMed, CINAHL, Scopus, and Google Scholar will be searched with terms including “artificial intelligence,” “child protection,” “safeguarding,” and “UK social care.” Studies from the last 10 years will be prioritised to ensure relevance.

The process will involve:
· Defining review question and eligibility criteria.
· Systematic database searches.
· Screening abstracts and full texts for UK-based relevance.
· Extracting and charting key findings.
· Synthesising results to identify benefits, challenges, and research gaps.
A thematic analysis of the gathered data will be conducted after the scoping review to find recurrent concepts, trends, and viewpoints in the literature. Findings will be categorized into major areas for this investigation, including uses of AI in child protection, ethical and legal issues, bias and accuracy, and effects on professional judgement. To provide a thorough grasp of how AI affects safeguarding procedures in UK social care, themes will be honed through comparison and interpretation.

Ethical considerations
There are no direct risks to children or service users because this is a review of previous research. Accurate reference, openness in selection procedures, and avoiding bias in finding interpretation are important ethical factors. Issues like data privacy, fairness, and responsibility in AI systems must also be rigorously considered given the delicate nature of child safety (Lupariello et al., 2023). Throughout, UWTSD Harvard referencing will be used.
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