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A written assignment critically evaluating how Assessment for Learning can be utilized in a series of learning opportunities to aid progression across chosen areas of learning and experience.
Introduction
In this assignment I will be critically evaluating how assessment for learning can be utilized in the classroom and learning environment to aid progression in my 3 chosen areas of learning and experience. I will be discussing assessment for learning (AfL) strategies that I have used in my own teaching experience as well as discussing views from theorists and researchers. AfL is vital for learners progression as it allows teachers to view pupils abilities and what they may struggle with, or alternatively succeed in. It is important to see how pupils are progressing, and how their progression can be improved. During the Welsh curriculum reform in 2021, Donaldson introduced the curriculum and assessment act (Wales) 2021, where the key principles of assessment in Wales are presented ( (Welsh Government, 2022). There are 6 elements which fit in with the ideology of ‘The four purposes’ and pupil led learning (Welsh Government, 2022). One of the elements of assessment states that ‘assessment is an ongoing process which is indistinguishable from learning and teaching’ (Welsh Government, 2022). After my own teaching experiences, I have realized how important ongoing assessment is; assessment for learning should be utilised in every lesson not only once a week or once a term. This can be done by using one of the following elements in each lesson – sharing criteria with learners, quality of question and talk, peer or self assessment, and use and quality of feedback. These elements are founded and researched by Dylan William  (Dylan William, 1998). These elements are part of formative assessment, concerning ‘moments of contingency’ (Paul Black, 2009), which links in with one of the six elements in the Curriculum for Wales. Theorist Jerome Bruner introduced ‘the spiral curriculum theory’. He presented the idea of returning to previous learning and deepening levels of difficulty and knowledge in that area over a longer period of time. Bruner believes that this way knew skills related to previous learning are developed (Jo Ireland, 2020). I noticed this method used in my placement school, especially during mathematics and numeracy lessons. I observed that pupils were becoming more and more knowledgeable every day when they completed ‘morning mental math’s’. There was one pupil who did not know his 5 times tables when I began, but after practicing his 5 times tables every morning he then knew them within 3 weeks. This allowed him more confidence then with division and long multiplication.
Moreover, during this assignment I will be discussing my own lesson and how I utilized assessment for learning. My lesson follows the spiral curriculum (Jo Ireland, 2020) with contingency and revisiting prior learning. This is a series of three lessons which I actually taught on placement so I will be discussing them in past tense. The theme of these lessons was ‘Dementia’ as the pupils were performing a concert with a Dementia choir and I felt that they should gain some knowledge on the subject and create a leaflet to hand out at the concert. This gave the concert a purpose. The pupils I taught my lesson to was a Year 5 class at progression step 3, although there was a few lower ability pupils at progression step 2, and more able and talented pupils at progression step four.  (Welsh Government, 2021). I ensure that my lessons were differentiated appropriately for each step, which can be seen in my lesson plans (in the appendices). My lesson was separated into 3 days. Day 1 the pupils used Padlet – a collaborative digital platform - where they collaborated to discuss and write down the features of a leaflet. (Edwards, 2022). The main area of learning experience was languages, literacy and communication, but also incorporated the digital competency framework. On day 2 they planned out their leaflet on paper by drawing, and not actually writing anything. They peer assessed these leaflets before they created their final draft. This was part of the Expressive arts area of learning. On day 3 they crated a digital leaflet following their plans and research that had already been done in previous learning. This was part of the Science and technology area of learning experience. These 3 lessons show the progression between finding out the features of a leaflet and then actually creating one. I believe that the second digital draft was important to improve digital skills, and also allowed for pupils to assess their own learning and improve.
Literature review
Assessment for learning plays a huge role in pupil progression. I believe that AfL is the most important part of pupil progression as different AfL methods allow for teachers to see who is progressing well and who is not. It allows teachers to clearly see who the lower ability children may be, and who the MAT children are. However, I believe that some AfL methods work more than others. For example, I believe that live marking is more efficient and shows a better quality of feedback in comparison to taking books home and marking them. It is important that pupils see their mistakes and efforts at present, rather than the next day where they are less likely to make any improvements. This comes under the element of use and quality of feedback ‘In the Black Box’ (Dylan William, 1998) . Dylan believes that feedback should cause thinking, be focuses, relate to learning goals and be more work for the recipient than the donor’. In addition to this, Educator Kim Marshall wrote that Dylan believes students must do something with the feedback they receive, otherwise it is pointless. (Marshall, 2016). Live marking is excellent for pupil engagement with the feedback, as they respond to it then and there, while they are still completing the work, allowing pupils to realize their mistakes earlier on and improve them. According to Ross Morrison McGill, the founder of the teacher tool kit, there are benefits of live marking with verbal feedback and ‘speaking with students’ adds value to the feedback (McGill, 2023). This was very apparent on my placement experience, as sometime the pupils wouldn’t understand what your feedback meant and needed further explanation. This is also a great time to give praise and highlight what they have done well.
One of the other AfL elements Dylan researches is quality of question and talk (Dylan William, 1998). It is important that the quality of questioning is at a high standard to get the most progress and understanding from pupils. He believes that there are two reasons you should ask pupils questions which are to cause thinking, and to collect evidence which will inform your teaching (Dylan William, 1998). These reasons are important for progression in learning, however I believe that there are other reasons that are just as vital, such as to check knowledge and understanding, and to address any misconceptions which may come up. Alternatively, Rosenshines theory is that there are 17 principles with instruction, and his principle on questioning states that a large number of questions should be asked and understanding checked ’ (Barak Rosenshine  1978). I feel that this principle is too broad, and can be supported with questioning techniques such as Blooms Taxonomy. Blooms taxonomy is a pyramid method of higher and lower order questioning (Benjamin Bloom,1994).  The top of the pyramid is ‘creating’ and the bottom of the pyramid is ‘remembering’. The elements in between (such as applying and analyzing) help the pupils progress within the pyramid. However, it is important to note that the aim is not to get from the bottom to the top of the pyramid- progress can be made within each element with good quality questioning. Within my placement experience, I used the question matrix to improve my quality of questions, and therefore receive more detailed and thought about answers. This ideology was created by Chuck Weiderhold in 1998. He designed a set of questions to aid higher order thinking. The question matrix allows for metacognition (thinking about your thinking). It allows pupils to delve deeper into their knowledge and understanding through using open ended questions. (Gardener's multiple intelligences, 2023). This can link in with the four purpose element of being an ‘ambitious, capable learner’ that ‘are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts’ (Welsh Government, 2022). This also links in with the LLC what matter statement ‘Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication’ allowing pupils to express their opinion and explore ideas with high order questioning (Welsh Government, 2021). The question matrix can be used in planning to help progression within the progression steps, especially for the lower ability children who may need additional prompting with questions and who haven’t reached the target of progression step 3 for year 5 (Welsh Government, 2021).
Discussion of lesson planning decisions
During my placement, I taught a series of lessons to my year 5 class on the creation of  a leaflet. In this section I will be discussing 3 of those lessons in contingency, and why I chose those specific lessons and areas of learning experiences to provide progression within the class. I will be references my lesson plans that are showed in the appendices. I will additionally be discussing what AfL strategies I used during these lessons and whether they were effective or not. Before these three lessons, the pupils already completed research on the topic which is Dementia. I choose this topic as it was on theme for their learning at the time as they were performing with a dementia choir. It is important to teach current issues with real life context as they will develop into ethically informed citizens (Welsh Government, 2022).  This allows allows for discussions to open up at home which may lead to more learning (Rink, 2016). The leaflets were given out at the performance so parents and guardians could view all the learning that has taken place in school.
My first lesson I taught and planned was an LLC Lesson, incorporating the DCF also. This lesson was specifically focusing on the skill of collaborating (Welsh Government, 2022) and understanding views and ideas of a text (Welsh Government, 2019) . I planned to use Padlet to incorporate the DCF, but my main focus was on LLC. I looked at the collaboration strand in the DCF and choose 2 progression steps, one from progression step 2- ‘ I can use collaborative platforms to create and edit a file’ and one from progression step 3- ‘I can work with others to create an online, collaborative project for a specific purpose, sharing and appropriately setting permission for other group members’ (Welsh Government, 2022). The reason I choose 2 progression steps was that a lot of the pupils in my class struggled using technology, especially when it was newly introduced. However, I did notice that the lower ability pupils appeared to be more confident using the iPad and laptops as they did not have to handwrite anything or worry about spelling errors. According to Kristin Stanberry, pupils with learning disabilities have more success when using technology within reading, writing and math’s (Stanberry, 2024).  My LLC progression step 3 was from the cross-curricular framework. ‘ I can use my understanding of different kinds of texts to consider whether a text is effective in conveying information, views and ideas’. I focused on this as they needed to look at the features of a leaflet before they made their own. This way they had some prior knowledge and understanding ready for their leaflet draft. The what matter statement I choose for this lesson was ‘ Understanding languages is the key to understanding the world around us.’ I felt that this was fitting to the lesson as the pupils will need to understand the language and features used before they create their own leaflet.
During my lesson introduction I used the basket/ping pong ball questioning strategy for AfL. This is where you ask a question to the class and use a soft ball and randomly throw it to pupils to answer. If they struggle to answer the question they can then throw the ball to someone else for help. This method was beneficial as it is useful to see what pupils know, and what they don’t as they are randomly chosen, not based on hands up. This method was created by Dylan William called ‘pause-pose-pounce and bounce’ (Chartered college of teaching, 2023). However, one implications you must be aware of  is ensuring that there is enough wait time between the pause and pose to allow pupils to think critically. Researcher Mary Budd Rowe came up with the concept of wait time. She found that a longer wait time caused longer, logical answers from pupils. She found that teachers waited on average 0.9 seconds for answers, whereas they should wait at least 2.7 seconds for a more informed answer. (Mary Budd Rowe,2003). Moreover, another limitation to this method is that some pupils misbehaved with ball. They would just throw it to their friends or at their friends. However, this was limited and could be less of an issue if you set out behavior expectations before hand. It is important t be explicit when telling pupils what you want from them to give pupils a ‘sense of confidence safety and security’ – they consistently know how they should behaving if this is clearly shared with them (Sword, 2021). In comparison to this, this strategy worked well because it was more fun than pupils just putting their  hands up to answer a question. I found a lot more pupils were willing to try and answer my questions than usual. According to an article published by Growth Engineering, Pupils are more motivated to complete work if it is fun and are more likely to achieve better outcomes (Growth Engineering, 2023). Altogether, I conclude that this AfL strategy was effective for opening my lesson. It enabled prior thinking and whole class discussion ready for when they  create their Padlet. It also allowed me to address any misconceptions beforehand.
My second I planned in this series of lessons was an Expressive arts lesson, also linked in with LLC. I choose an Expressive Arts what matters statement that suits my lesson intention. This was ‘creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination’ (Welsh Government, 2021). I choose this statement as my lesson uses designing and creativity to combine skills and knowledge that were previously learnt. It also enabled pupils to express themselves creatively, becoming creative enterprising contributors who can ‘connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products’ (Welsh Government, 2022). Within this lesson, pupils were planning their leaflets on paper. I did a quick introduction to activate prior knowledge (APK) and to explicitly share the learning intention. I gave them WAGOLLS so they had an idea of what to do. They discussed what is good about the leaflet then we created a success criteria as a class. This fits in with ‘sharing criteria with students’ from  Dylan Williams AFL theory (Dylan William, 1998). This lesson plan can link in with the 12 pedagogical principles, specifically ‘sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’ (Welsh Government, 2023). It is significant that pupils are building on knowledge and constantly progressing. This links in with Bruners Spiral curriculum theory of revisiting what they have learned before and building upon it Brian Gibbs.2014) . In this case they have completed research on their topic Dementia to gain knowledge, they have read articles and also collaborated to look at the features of a leaflet. All this has knowledge has been activated when they create their leaflet plan (APK). I linked this lesson to an LLC progression step 3 from the cross-curricular framework ‘ I can plan writing, making choses to about the best ways to present content for effect’ (Welsh Government, 2019). Even thought the main area of learning for my lesson was expressive arts, these two can link together which meets the pedagogical principle of ‘ranging with in and across areas’ which creates authentic and more meaningful learning experiences. (Welsh Government, 2023). I taught this lesson full class but made sure that I walked around and checked on pupils throughout, also addressing any misconceptions.
One of my AfL strategies I used in this lesson that worked well was explicitly sharing my learning intention and success criteria with the class. The class helped me make the Success criteria. I found that if I didn’t do this, sometimes the pupils would not even look at the learning intention. This fits in with the AfL element of sharing criteria with learners (Dylan William, 1998). One of the benefits of this strategy was that it gave me an opportunity to address misconceptions then and there, before they even started working; any questions they had about the lesson they could ask then. I encouraged them to do this so they feel more positive going into the lesson. This strategy is backed up by John Hattie’s research explaining the importance of sharing the learning intention and success criteria. He believes that you should try different ways to maximize the effect of impact of a success criteria, one of these being ‘doing it wrong or not completing it so students correct you’ (hattie, 2019). This is essentially what I planned for. Another strategy he researched is revisiting a success criteria after doing the work and seeing if you can make a better one. This is a method I would love to try in the future. Learning intentions are part of ‘active learning through formative assessment’ (Clarke, 2008) . Formative assessment is when teachers are monitoring progress of pupils regularly, and assessed informally (Twinkl, 2023). This method is used within the Welsh Curriculum. Furthermore, success criteria’s are useful for showing differentiation in learning. I would set separate learning intentions for each ability, which each had slightly different success criteria’s. In my class there was four level of abilities they could choose from which gave them independence and confidence. They then did their work in mixed ability groups so they could help each other- they allows opportunities to discuss work and perspectives (Mohammed, 2022). 
My third and final lesson plan in this learning series was a science and technology session where the pupils made a final draft of their leaflet on a laptop using publisher, incorporating creating elements of the DCF (Welsh Government, 2022). I chose the what matter statement ‘computation is the foundation of our digital world’. I chose this because computers have changed the way we complete work, such as these leaflets.  This area of learning allows pupils to be ambitious capable learners who ‘use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information’ (Welsh Government, 2022). In this lesson they worked independently, but I kept watch of what they were doing and addressed any misconceptions throughout. In this lesson I chose the LLC cross curricular framework progression step 3 which was ‘You can adapt structures in writing for different contexts’. This fit in with them doing a second draft and improving their work, and also them taking their research and putting it into their own words. One of the AfL strategies I used in this lesson was the use of mini-plenaries to address any misconceptions. This enabled me to help the class as a whole when the majority of them were stuck, rather than having to keep addressing issues. This method was a simple way of measuring progress and where improvements need to be made. It also allowed me to see where I haven’t explain something well enough or what needs revisiting. Successful plenaries enable the pupils to process and see what they have learned (Main, 2021). I did these mini-plenaries whenever an issue arise, or alternatively when I saw the work being done very well. However, I did find that this strategy had some drawbacks, one of which is that they were disruptive to the flow of work. The plenaries would enable discussion, which then sometimes didn’t end when going back to doing the work. One of the strategies used to combat this would be to set clear behaviour intentions. This fits in with Dylan Williams AfL element ‘quality of question and talk’ (Dylan William, 1998).
Another AfL strategy I used in this section was live marking. A benefit of live marking is that it ‘promotes rich dialogue’ (Wells, 2023). It encourages discussion with the pupils where you can find out their strengths and weaknesses, and what they need some guidance on. I agree with this. I believe it is more beneficial than usual marking as problems are addressed at present and the pupils actually get to hear the praise and encouragement, which will boost their confidence; according to research, highly confident learners are more willing to challenge them self’s and progress (Gill, 2023). Alternatively, a drawback to live marking is that it is very time consuming (Wells, 2023). Sometimes it is difficult for teachers to live mark during lesson time. To conclude, I think both AfL strategies in this lesson worked well and I will use them again in the future.
Conclusion
In conclusion, during my research I have found and used many different AfL strategies, all of which have their own benefits and limitations. I have also seen a lot of AfL strategies being used in school that I would love to try in the future such as exit and admission tickets. These are tickets where pupils write what they have learned and questions they may have at the end of the lesson (Saxton, 2023). This allows for further learning and progress as teachers can clearly see what pupils need extra help with. This is a method I saw other classes using while on placement and I will use in the future. I believe that assessment for learning is extremely important when it comes to progress in learning, but I think its even more important to use effective strategies like the ones I have discussed above. In addition, I think that more AfL strategies could be tried and tested in the school, especially targeting those of a lower ability- such as the traffic light method, (Twinkl, 2023) but overall the ones used work really well and the pupils are progressing appropriately.
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Lesson plans referenced in assignment below.
Lesson plan 1- Language, literacy and communication
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]


Lesson Plan 2- Expressive Arts
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Lesson Plan 3- Science and technology
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'Bengfis.music.qeed.conlusion, temporal
Iobe
Whole class | 1will ive the pupils their papr | PUpIS Will be activaling prior Knowledge on | The lower ability Twill end The session by
4550 and show them how tofold it | everything they have learnt so far. They | children will be asking pupils which four
minutes into three. | will then allow them | Will also be using their writing and drawing | required to do less | purpose character they
to get on with their leaflets. 1 will | SKils. They will be applying correct writing and more have been.
keep walking around and helping | GramMar and punctuation aiso. The pupils | drawing. | willset this
where needed. 1will doa mini | Will bé iven a help sheet that | have: expectation with
plenary halfway through and ask | Created. those children.
if anyone has any questions and |
will address any issues that are
arising. | will play some calming
music while the children are
creating their leaflets to recue
talking.
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Katie Lewis Class / Year 5
Group:
Science and technology - creating a eafiet. Date (secse | 30/11/23
note thot tis
maybea
continuous
sesson):
‘Science and Technology what mattrs statement. ‘Computation s the foundation for our digital world.
ks to the DCF as technology s being used 1o create the eafiet
Personal Targets (argets and consequent impact on 1aring - efer t any Gargets et have been IGentinea i 2arning joural o Weekly reflction meeting and describe
the desied impoct o earning) To ncorporate iferent A, strategies
Can you adapt structures in writing for different contexts?
Can you use features which show the structure of the writing?
DCF Creating- PS2- I can create, edit and organise multimedia components in selected software as appropriate.
PS3-1 can use a range of software to select, produce and edit a range of multimedia components for a purpose
Create an information leaflet about Dementia.
Reflect upon your work using your leaflet plan.
Pupils will s the devices to mess around, rather than do their work. | will make sure this doesn't happen by walking around and keeping tabs on
their devices.
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Timing: | Role of the teacher & support staff: Pupils’ learning and actvities: Inclusive Strategies | Check what pupils know,
st | e, ey ustors el sor s, |t gt el o o it s (including understand, and can do:
o g madalingand sponaios checkng resurces il fciate hs? Hrorosioton): o e
ot s | ngarsnaig plennes e o addione e taton): | e et oo sssmens
e g et s st st || P AT s
e g, | Choce of pedagogcl macelor o the 12 cpporanie,plonned fedback.
pedegegiclprincles e f rpresntation
P
in my introduction I wil show | PUpIS Will bé gaining Understanding on | The lower abiity TWill asK the pupis it
Whole ciass | pupils how  turned my planintoa | how to use publisherword/book creator. | children will be using | they have any
introduction | gigita leaflet using word/publisher | They will be developing their digital skills. | book creator as tis | questions. | will also do
10 minutes | (WAGOLL). I will give them simpler to use. “thumbs up, thumbs
templates and give them down’and if they are
instructions on to how they can thumbs down’ | will ask
find these templates. | wil remind e ey ana thent
them to use capital letters, correct can address any
problems before they
spelling and punctuation. oo
If they use word, | will explain to
them that f they wrap an image
behind text” they can move the
images wherever they want. | will
als0 show them a WAGOLL on
book creator. | will then instruct
puplls to grab a DELL Iaptop as
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they have word/publisher on
them.
Pupils will now be creating their | PUpIS Wil be practicing their digital SKils. | The Tower abily Twilldo a mini plénary
leaflets on their devices | will keep | They wil be continuing to practice their | children will be using | and a plenary at the
4050 walking around and answer any | punctuation, capital letters and grammar | book creator as tis | end to check
minutes | questions they have. If any skills. simpler to use. understanding. They
problems occur, 1wl o a mini will also peer and seif
plenary to address it and correct i assess their own work
Halfway through, | will pick pupils using a skil sl (AfL)/
out of the lollipop sticks to show.
their work so far to the dlass.

|
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‘Con you identiy how a text 1 organised o makethe conten clear and nformative?
‘Con you resd clsel, anntatin for specic purposes?
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dentiy the difrent festures on el
Expain why these feauresare used.

et | Yr Athrofa

PUps may el confuse towiards he iferent featuras o  eaflet astheyraal sightly iferent. | il amphasise hatleafies have simia
features,but some can b diferent dspending on what mesage they are conveyi;
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Timin Role of the teacher & support staff: Pupi learning and activtes: Inclusive Strategies | Check what pupils know,
ok doumimins | €., ke uesins, el ofgiorleamin, | What i he puis belecring o doand what i including understand, and can d
oo “modlingand xpinations, checing escurces il fciate ? difterentiation): ey quesons, o of el
ot | gasonding omed e o sdine Dot s ot s sament
ersters s 06t | e of pecagagical e of e 12 s ppartunites planned eedsack
pedegogialprincies Typesof represecatonin
iy
Whole class | 1will ntroduce my lesson by | PUpils will be leaming about the features of AT Wny am1
introduction | stating the learning intention on | a leaflet in preparation to make their own « Peersupport | highlighting this? Why
(10 minutes) | the first slide. My next slide will | leaflet. They will be beginning to Pupils will be able to | is this important? What
then be the question ‘Canyou | Understand what features are used and | support each other | effect does this have on
think of any common features of | Why? ‘with the ping pong the reader?
aleaflet? | will use the ping pong ball method as they
questioning method with a ball can throw the ball to
(AL to get answers. | will ask the each other for help.
pupils why these features are
used in a leaflet. | will then show
them an example of a leaflet and
we canlist what features have
been used. | will then ask pupils
to use an ipad with the person
next to them (this has not been
done before hand as children are
likely to mess around with the
[
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1pads, but they will have been
placed in the centre of the table).
WNOIe Ciass | In pairs, he pupis will look at the | Pupis will be analysing and 1Gertfying | The pupils Wil be___| T will be abie 10 check
(25 minutes) | leaflet there wil be different | features of a eaflet working in pais, so1t | pupils understanding
ones jotted around the class) and | They wil be skimming and scanning. allows the lower | judging by their
Write s feature of the lafiet on abilty pupils fo leam | answiers on the padiel. |
the post t notes on the gaclet || Wil GVe them sentence starters onthe | and coliaborate with | willdo a mini-plenary f
board song with an expnatien | Whiteboard. higher abilty pupil. | see that pupils have
d 1 will Show them a WAGOLL * One of the: been making
astowhyits used. Iwilshow |t o ced in the leafiet is a bold tite to misconceptions and
them how to use pat before !
Sotdoicsorman | TAKEILCletunat e et < out address these then
asthey can,but il remind | AllSNAING crteria with leamers.
them not to write the feature
down it i aready up there,
Plenary-5 | | wilfinish off the Session with | Pupls vl be Summarising what they have TVl frish fhe Session
minutes | questioning using the ping | learmed today and wil have the opportunity by asking pupi's what
pong method (AfL). I il ask | to ask any questions ifthey need anything four character they
questions such'as ‘What do | clearing up. think they have been
youthink this feature does? and why.
and ‘What features will you
use in your leaet?”
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Katie lewis Class /| Year5
Grow:
Date fplease | 29/11/23
epbpresve s Ping s are ot
orbes
g

inspiration and imagination.”

LG what matars Satement Expresing ourseves hough ngusges s ke to communicaton.
Expressive arts what matters statement-‘Creating combines skils and knowledige, drawing on the senses,

ks 20 exprassive ars 3 pupls wil be Gesigning 3nd araving.

Personal Targers(argets and consequent Ipacton Iaring - 1fer 1 3ny Trgets (hat have been 9ariied n Jarming ournal o weskly efiection mesting and descrbe
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‘Can you plan writing, making choices about the best ways to present content for effect?
Can you use a range of strategies o plan writing?

Select and sketch a layout for your leaflet
Generate ideas for your leafler.

‘Apply punctuation and capita etters i your leafiet
Ensure that your eaflet is eye catching.
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