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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To establish a comparative study that analyses coincidences and divergences in the situation of peasant women in two different seigneurial regimes: the manorial and the foral
· To examine the social and economic conditions that determine the public sphere of life of peasant women
· To investigate those seigneurial burdens that specifically affect the most intimate facets of peasant women


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Although it is evident that the history of women has occupied an important position in European historiography in recent decades, it is no less so that this role has been merely nominal regarding peasant women. This circumstance is fundamentally explained by two factors: the elusive and partial nature of the sources and the narrative elaborated by traditional scholarship that placed the woman together with her husband within an indissoluble whole under the form of peasantry’s household economy. My intention in this study is to shed some light on the portrait that can be drawn of women in rural areas by analysing the sources that the seigneurial system provides in the environment where these female peasants carried out their daily work. Consequently, and unfortunately, the sources are not going to be associated with the perspective and subjectivity of women
, but rather will come from the typical framework of mandatory rules and laws that characterized the lordship.

The choice of these geographical spaces, apart from my familiarity with them, is mainly due to the clear differentiation between the two ruling seigneurial systems in both territories.  In north-western Iberia
, it is well-known the importance given to feudal agrarian contracts so that the monasteries were able to expand feudal power further away from the boundaries of the original demesne. At that point, property rights become more important in the sense that they laid the foundations on which the dependency relationships were grounded by transferring land in return for vassalage and income. In manorial England, from the beginning of the 13th century, the direct management of the manors became progressively popular. By contrast, in the north-west of the Iberian Peninsula and for the same period, indirect management mostly succeeded. Given the increasing level of manorialisation in England, the strength of the territorial and jurisdictional lordship over the peasantry, and the significance of direct management of the land, there was no need for the lords to produce farm lease agreements to guarantee the obedience and loyalty of the tenants. Nevertheless, in some parts of Castile and Portugal, these legal deeds constituted the cornerstone on which all the feudal relationships were built. 

Hence the following research will focus on the analysis of the most important direct sources of the time. These sources will mainly constitute the “foral” agreements belonging to different monastic cartularies and diplomatic collections for north-western Iberia and key resolutions of cases heard in manorial courts with respect to England. In this way, the first objective will be to collect, scrutinize, and interpret that piece of relevant information that will help sketch a portrait of the peasant woman and, thereby, provide her with a space of her own within the parameters of the domestic and agrarian economy within the seigneurial framework.  With regard to the bibliography, all works that address local and regional history from the nerve centres of the emanation of feudal power must be consulted for both north-western Iberia monasteries and English manors, and more specifically the studies based on the social conditions of the peasantry, underlining the role of women within this social estate.   

 Therefore, the historical elements to be dealt with will be largely related to those aspects regarding the situation of women within the public sphere (marriage, family household, access to land, and workforce). However, attention will also be paid to those seigneurial institutions that were designed to exercise control over the most intimate facets of the lives of peasant women, both concerning their sexuality (leyrwite, childwite, ius primae noctis) and even in terms of the imposed obligation to raise children of others (amádigo).
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� Which would be extraordinary not only regarding the historical research of peasant women but also concerning the peasantry in general.


� The territorial scope will be limited to Galicia, western Asturias, El Bierzo, and northern Portugal





