Remember to reference your research paper when using it within your critique

Questions for Evaluating Research Articles.
Introduction

Why is it important to critique/review other people’s work
Title

Is the title clearly stated? Why is a title important?
 Background:
What is the study about? Why has it been done?

Who has carried out the study? Have the researchers got the necessary professional/academic background? 
Abstract
What kind of abstract has been provided ie descriptive or informative?

Why?

Literature Review:

Have the researchers reviewed any other relevant research studies that have been carried out? If so – which studies?

Are they up to date studies? If not does it matter?
Can you justify two pieces of literature they have used ie why did the researchers chose to use these specific pieces of literature?
Are there any other studies on this topic that would have added to the review?

Are the researchers conclusions about the literature justified?

Is there a need for this study? What does this study add to the body of knowledge?

Study aim:

Is the, research question, purpose or main aim/objective for the study clearly stated?
Why is an aim important?
Are all the terms in the study aim (etc) clearly stated?

(e.g. if measuring stress levels – have they defined stress and how they will be measuring it?)

Study design:

Is the study design described/justified?

What is the overall design of the study? (e.g. experimental, survey, grounded theory)

Is it quantitative or qualitative or a mixture of both?

Is it an appropriate design to answer the study aim etc? If no- what other design might have been more appropriate?

Study sample:

Who or what makes up the study population? Is the study sample small if so justify why this may be appropriate in qualitative studies?
How are the sample chosen from the study population?

Is this type of sampling convenient, random, purposive, volunteer or other?

What is the size of the sample?

What are the implications of using this sample? (e.g. do they represent the study population? Can the findings be generalised to other subjects/populations/areas? Is the research intended to be generalisable?)

Data collection:

How have the researchers obtained their information from their study sample?

e.g. have they used questionnaires, interviews, observation or other?

Have the researchers justified their choice of data collection tool?

Have the researchers described the format of their data collection tools?
Have the researchers outlined procedures for assessing the reliability and validity of their data collection tools? (if appropriate)

What are the strengths and weaknesses of their approach to data collection?
Ethical considerations:
Have the researchers outlined any ethical procedures for the study?
Its not just about ethical approval but ensuring participants rights are not violated.
e.g. ethical committee approval, informed consent from the study participants.

Are there any ethical concerns not addressed by the researcher?

Data analysis:

How have the researchers analysed their data?

If the data are qualitative have they provided details of how the data were recorded i.e. taped and transcribed, hand written field notes?

Have the researchers used any computer software to carry out their analysis? (such as NUDIST or ENTHNOGRAPH)

Do they provide any details of how the data were coded, themed and/or categorised? (e.g. content analysis, constant comparative analysis, etc)

Have the researchers provided any details of how reliability and validity were established within the data analysis process?

Study results:

How are the results presented? Are they easy to interpret and follow?

Qualitative data:

Are there any examples of the transcripts/narrative/quotations provided?

Have the researchers presented the data under themes?

Are all results presented?

What are the main findings of the study?

Discussion:

Do the researchers discuss the findings in a balanced way?

Do they compare their findings to other research studies?

Have the researchers answered their research question/aim/hypothesis etc?

Have they discussed the limitations of the findings? Have you identified any other limitations (weaknesses)?
(i.e. weaknesses in the study design, study sample or data collection/analysis procedures)

Do the researchers discuss the clinical implications of the study findings?

Conclusions and recommendations:

Do the researchers draw accurate conclusions based on the study findings?

Are there any recommendations for practice or for further research?

Your conclusions and recommendations: But still write in third person
How easy was the study to read and interpret?

What would you recommend now that you have evaluated this study?



