15/11/2018
The Impacts of the Yuan Dynasty on China- specifically during the Ming Dynasty.
In this essay, I will examine the impacts the Yuan Dynasty had on China, specifically in the following Ming Dynasty, from the positive to negative, and the long-lasting to low-impacting. Mainly, the focus of this essay will fall on systems that were used in the Yuan Dynasty, and that were replicated or learned from in the Ming Dynasty, the depth of these impacts, and the response to said changes. A basic overview of the Yuan Dynasty and the Ming Dynasty are needed here to be able to understand what happened and the impacts.

The Yuan Dynasty, under the reign of Mongols, began in 1271 under Khan Khubilai- the grandson of Ghengis Khan (Brook, 2016). During this time, Tibet was made a part of China, and has remained so since (Lin, 1975). It was, in fact, by 1279, was the only Dynasty to expand over the China Proper and Central Eurasia. The conquest by the Mongols also brought Islam into china and was established as a part of the religious scene through the Mongol conquests, as they brought their own personnel from central Asia, Persia, etc (Standen, 2013). Whilst Ghengis worked towards creating an empire all through Asia, Khubilai intended to take complete control of China, and did so until the revolution. This unification of China under the Mongols of the Yuan Dynasty put an end to the system of divided rule that began with the Five Dynasties (Shouyi, 2010).

In 1386, a peasant farmer named Zhu Yuanzhang led an indigenous rebel force overthrew Emperor Shun Di and drove out the Mongols. The revolt that cleared China of the invading rulers and saw Zhu become Emperor Hung-wu (Michael, 1986) halted a century of Mongol rule, but also ensured Mongol legacy would pass down through the centuries that followed. Together, the Yuan and Ming Dynasties forged Chinese autocracy, reorganised Chinese society as a congeries of extended families, and restructured Chinese values to facilitate the concentration of commercial wealth (Brook, 2016).

The uprising by the peasants that brought down the Yuan Dynasty was both against the foreign conqueror, but against the Chinese officials and landlords who had collaborated with the Mongols and had profited from it. The goal of the uprising was not social revolution, but the reestablishment of a Chinese Dynasty and a return to the Confucian order of society. This is not to say that the rebellion was a unified movement or that things returned to as they were during the Song Dynasty, but rather an amalgamation of different groups with the same aim, notably, the Red Turbans. It was this group that, together with another group containing the to-be emperor, that became power enough to win their rebellion (Michael, 1986).

Despite the expectations of the people and the rebels, however, reorganisation, took a more Mongolian cast than a simple restoration of traditional Chinese order. Imitating the Mongol system of social management, Zhu divided the population into status groups of Peasants, Soldiers, and Artisans, each intended to be hereditary and each under control of a department within central government. The nobles were not given back the power they had wielded during the old Dynasties, as Zhu, as a peasant, neither liked nor trusted them.
He also chose Peking as his Capital, marking the first time a native regime chose this city as the capital. This led to the reconstruction of the Grand Canal, taking 4 years (1411-1415), which furthered trade and transport (Michael, 1986).

Zhu’s regime tended to reproduce the Yuan practices that he was more familiar with. This led to the blending of the traditions of the Mongol Khans and the Song emperors into a new model of rule that has been since labelled as ‘despotism’ by one Frederick Mote (Brook, 2016).
This is understandable and, at the beginning of the new regime, sensible, as the rulers of the Ming, including Zhu and his advisors and supporters, would have grown up under the Yuan systems, and became used to them, not the systems of the Song emperors, thus leading to their use as a base for the new regime. Instantly changing the practices would have caused chaos and panic and would have taken a long time to prepare and implement after so long under a different style of regime.   

It seems likely that he was at least influenced by the practices of the Mongol regime when making his own ruling system. However, this may have been either out of a need to surpass them in some way or having a level of acknowledgement that they worked.
It is possible that the autocratic character of the Ming Dynasty was on some level under influence from the example of the Mongols. For example, the Ming Code (Ming-lü) (1367, revised 1374, 1389, 1397) has a marked influence of Mongol legislation.

Concessions were made to the peasants during the Ming Dynasty, as the early rulers saw that the Yuan had been overthrown by the peasants, and so they were to be satisfied in order to consolidate the Ming rule. Wasteland was given to the peasants to reclaim, and these lands were exempt from tax for 3 years to encourage their reclamation and growth. A systematic plan for irrigation and reclamation was created. The System of taxation and labour conscription was revised. Due to these changes, agricultural output was increased (Lin, 1975).

In regard to administrative geography, the Ming started out using Yuan units, until they revised them towards the end of their first decade.
The Yuan used a variety of local territorial units inherited from the Song, which the Ming narrowed and standardised.
Gazetteers (A comprehensive geography, administrative roster, prosopography of all the places in the realm) had previously only been compiled at a local level. The Yuan saw them changed into a national publication, thus setting the precedent for all subsequent Dynasties. Zhu followed suit in 1370, ordering the publication of a national gazetteer, though this would take decades (Brook, 2016).

[bookmark: _Hlk530328043]During the Sung and Yuan Dynasties achievements were made in astronomy and calendarial calculations. Kuo Shou-ching, a scientist of the Yuan, compiled the ‘almanac calendar’, which was much improved from earlier ones. From 1281 (300 years before Gregorian Calendar), this new calendar was used in china for 400 years (Lin, 1975).

Process in the Yuan Dynasty in Agriculture due to using systems and ideas from the Southern Sung included waterwheels worked by men, animals and hydraulic power facilitated irrigating and draining fields. Many peasants reared silkworms and planted cotton. The process of growing cotton began in the Southern Sung Dynasty but was further developed in the Yuan Dynasty. These processes were kept during the Ming Dynasty, and were expanded upon over the years.
The Book of Agriculture, by Wang Chen was compiled. This was the most important work of the time on this topic, as it covered every aspect of agriculture, from tending a field, irrigation, cultivating silkworms, the difference in soil conditions, methods of planting and harvesting, and faming implements, summarising the farming experience and expansion of the Yuan Dynasty, and provides a mine of information for the succeeding Dynasties. (Lin, 1975).

It is noted in the Yuan Dynasty that most if not all of the expert craftsmen were conscripted, by the emperor. A similar situation happened in the Ming Dynasty, when Zhu set a level of status for craftsmen that covered all of them. There were others separate from this distinction who resided in the workshops attached to the Ministry of Public Works. They were obliged to spend a certain amount of working says in there every year, separating them from their homes. Any pay they did get for these hours would be small, and this along with the mandatory hours, saw income during these periods decrease, which led to troubles for the families. This led to revolts by the craftsmen in the towns from the 16th century onwards (Garnet, 1982).

To prevent the iron and copper mines being used for clandestine arms, the Mongols barred access to certain mountainous regions, a policy continued by Zhu. It was not, however, upheld to the same levels in certain areas, allowing private development, or barring access completely, enforced if necessary, by troops. This would also cut into the incomes of workers and their families, and obviously had an impact on employment levels at the time, and on impoverishment (Garnet, 1982). 

The army families were the result of the wish by Zhu to make the armies into a sort of autonomous organism. These were families with special status who settled on the lands of military families. Out of these families ten men were to me assigned military tasks and seven to agricultural work. In using this system, the Chinese were again using and learning from the systems of the Mongols who had spread their armies over the whole empire as a level of population control. The system was not quite on the scale of what the Mongols implemented, as it focused on settling families, who would now be indebted to the new ruling government for providing them with new land, to keep watch on certain areas to pay their debts. Zhu also created secret police of eunuchs, that would report back to him. This gave the eunuchs more power than they had had before and made them feared by society. The basis of this idea was also copied from the Mongols and implemented because Zhu disliked and did not trust the nobles and needed to keep control (Michael, 1986).  

In looking at these two maps of China during the Yuan Dynasty and the Ming Dynasty (see below) there is a clear difference in the landmass that makes up China. A point of note is that each map takes into consideration the landmass of China in the present day whilst still showing the relevant information for the time.
[image: ]
It is clear in even a simple look that the Mongols took more than China under their empire. It was from this that Tibet became a part of China, and it has been so since. As you can see, it falls into the modern boundaries of China. That there are no smaller state boundaries within China clearly shows that the Yuan Dynasty brought unification to the country as one of the more ground-breaking impacts of the invasive force on China’s future (Britannica, 2017).

[image: ]
Whilst there is a large difference in landmass between China in the Yuan Dynasty and China in the Ming, it must be noted that obtaining reliable data for China during these periods is somewhat unreliable, as there is little basis to be found in regards to the landmass of the Ming, particularly due to its upheaval at the time. It is acknowledged that the removal of the Mongols from Chinese power had many impacts politically and in the state of the country, but what is known is vague (Anon, 2018).


So, to summarise and conclude this essay. There were many impacts of the fall of the Yuan Dynasty. The Ming Dynasty had to reorganise the government and their politics internally and externally upon the change in leadership.  Secondly, the systems of the new dynasty mirrored or took aspects from the systems of the Yuan. This did change as the new leadership settled and firmed its position (such as the change from Yuan measurements to newly made Ming ones). Some changes implemented by the Yuan Dynasty are still used today, including the ‘almanac calendar’ and the inclusion of Tibet in Chinese territory. The rule of the Mongols over china was, generally, not seen as a positive thing, despite these impacts. That it led to the new model of rule that saw the Nobles power drastically decrease was both negative and positive, as was the new attitude towards the peasants. Nobles were no longer a part of the Emperor’s council as trusted, and the rulers were more aware of the peasants and thein needs. Most of the changes impacted as shown in this essay had large effects on the Ming Dynasty, and on some level, the China we see today.
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