Portfolio Part Two
In this commentary I will be analysing Dudo of St Quentin’s Gesta Normannorum Chapter Ten. The chapter is about when Rollo first sees Rouen for the first time and he becomes determined to settle there to fulfil his own goals. I shall be making references to both primary and secondary sources as a part of my commentary as well as reading in between the lines of Dudo’s text to see his real feelings towards the Normans and their actions around when they settled into Rouen.
Not much is really known about Dudo of St Quentin before he wrote the Gesta Normannorum, apart from the reason as to why Dudo chose to write the Gesta Normannorum. More modern scholars will argue that it was because of political reasons, or that it was in fact because Richard I of Normandy had personally asked Dudo as he was a fan of his writing, and Bishop Laon had persuaded him to do it[footnoteRef:1]. Work on the Gesta Normannorum started between 996 – 1015. The language Dudo used was Latin but it was actually written alternately in prose and in verse of several metres, which led to the text being divided into four different parts. The text itself is the history of the Normans from 852 till 996 just after the death of Duke Richard. The text in all was written as a way to show the Normans in a more positive light compared to how others saw them at that time[footnoteRef:2].  Richard also wanted to have events documented so this time in history could be made into a lasting legacy for the Normans[footnoteRef:3], and furthermore it was a good document to show visitors to Normandy just how powerful they were and what they were capable of doing. [1:  Christiansen & Christiansen, Eric. History of the Normans. p.g.17]  [2:  Christiansen & Christiansen, Eric. History of the Normans. p.g.36]  [3:  Christiansen & Christiansen, Eric. History of the Normans. p.g.29] 

Rollo was the first ruler of Normandy, although there is no record of Rollo ever using a title[footnoteRef:4]. He was the grandfather of Richard I who authorized Dudo to write the Gesta Normannorum to honour Rollo[footnoteRef:5]. Before Rollo was given the north-west of France, he had led two unsuccessful raids on France. The first being on Paris, the second being on Chartres a year later. Charles the Simple who was the king of France at the time, knew that he would not be able to get rid of Rollo and his army. After meeting with some of the other local leaders in France, Charles offered Rollo a deal. Charles offered the north-west of France to Rollo, although the conditions for this deal were for Rollo and his men to convert to Christianity. Rollo agreed to these terms and was baptised, and he even went so far as to change his name to Robert[footnoteRef:6]. After this allegiance between Rollo and Charles, the then king of France gave Rollo his daughter’s hand in marriage. This led to the birth of their son William and then to Rollo’s grandson Richard being born, and who were all Christian rulers after.  [4:  Durham University. The Founding of Normandy, . Durham University (2016) [online] https://www.durhamworldheritagesite.com/history/normans/founding-normandy]  [5:  Crouch.D. The Normans: the History of a Dynasty. p.g.8]  [6:  Crouch.D. The Normans: the History of a Dynasty. p.g.8] 

When first reading Chapter Ten of the Gesta Normannorum, it is clear that it is very positive toward the Normans. It could be suggested that maybe a little too positive.  It is also the only detailed account we have of Rollo when he first saw Rouen, though that fact alone can be argued because Dudo wrote the whole history after Rollo was long dead.[footnoteRef:7] He had only the family’s knowledge of what happened when Rollo won the north-west of France.  Rollo’s family could have easily told Dudo the history they wanted others to know, because they didn’t want to be still be see as bad people as by this point they were all Christians. Some scholars who have questioned Dudo’s reliability before are Ernst Dümmler and Georg Waitz, then on the other hand there are scholars like Jules Lair who value the text and believe it is one of the most useful for the history of Rollo.[footnoteRef:8] Along with this Dudo could also be questioned because he could be considered biased in his own views of the Normans. After all he was a Frankish man who was young enough to possibly remember the raids Rollo started in Paris and Chartres and the horrors that were affected there by Rollo being determined to take other the land there.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Magnusson, M. Vikings!. p.g.281]  [8:  Durham University. The Founding of Normandy, . Durham University (2016) [online] https://www.durhamworldheritagesite.com/history/normans/founding-normandy]  [9:  Crouch.D. The Normans: the History of a Dynasty. p.g.8] 

A theme that is present in this text is religion. The first few lines are as if Dudo was comparing Rouen to the garden of Eden[footnoteRef:10]  as if Rouen was to be this perfect beautiful green land, and then comparing Rollo to a god who had visions of what this land could be. Dudo is not the only primary source for this time to compare the Normans to gods or even saints; an example of this being William of Poitiers. Rollo and his men then go on to land and lay a dead virgin on the alter in an Christian church, which could suggest the Normans were still blind to what the Christian traditions were because it was considered a savage and monstrous act to murder and sacrifice, though that what the Normans at this stage were known for in their own religion of paganism.[footnoteRef:11] Rollo did then get baptized into Christianity but Dudo makes it sound as if the Normans were diseased before this act.  Dudo also cleverly reminds the reader in an indirect way about the Rollo’s first raids and about how many Frankish men he had killed before he and Charles came to the deal.  [10:  Magnusson, M. & Nairac, R.Viking expansion westwards. p.g.39]  [11:  Sawyer & Sawyer, P. H. The Oxford illustrated history of the Vikings, Oxford [England] p.g.13] 

Dudo goes on to suggest that the Frankish people who lived in Rouen only gave their alliance to the Normans out of fear[footnoteRef:12], that is if they did not grant the land to them that they would be killed. The Normans knew that fear was the best weapon when it can to invading new lands, they used this strategy just like another classical civilisation, which was Rome.  This was not the only way that the Normans can be compared to Romans. Dudo later in his chapter implies that the Normans are like wolves. Wolves in Roman myth were seen as the founders of Rome, because of Romulus and Remus were as babies saved from death by a female wolf[footnoteRef:13] who then raised the boys as her own; they went on to build what we know as Rome, which makes the two founders of Rome seem like wild and uncivilised people. This can also be suggested about the Normans, which Dudo could have been implying when he uses wolves as a description for the Normans. Wolves actually have a big impact in Norse mythology, a good example being that of Fenir the wolf. He is famously known for killing Odin the king of all the gods,[footnoteRef:14] though in Fenir’s youth he was known for wreaking havoc throughout the world, which could be compared to what the Normans do when they invade. Fenir always grew faster then anyone could control, and the more he grew the more powerful he became. The same could be implied about the Normans and how their armies grew with numbers over the years. No one could stop the wolf till Tyr and other gods tricked him into being contained,[footnoteRef:15] and the Normans were also seen as being tricksters. In battle they used scare tactics, for example Geoffrey of Malaterra when he wrote about how the Normans wanted to send a message before going to war with Greece so one of the men punched a horse in the neck to show their power.   [12:  Magnusson, M. Vikings!. p.g.305]  [13:  Häussler. R. Wolf & Mythology.(2016) [online] Available: https://ralphhaussler.weebly.com/wolf-mythology-italy-greek-celtic-norse.html?fbclid=IwAR1HxHbbFdiq1-BTCIhvYfP-IIVV4j7Ru1zZ4cV2n6vI9Wpt5tNyzhd7IV4 (Accessed: 8/11/2018)]  [14:  Mcoy.D . Fenrir. (2012) [online] Available: https://norse-mythology.org/gods-and-creatures/giants/fenrir/]  [15:  Mcoy.D . Fenrir. (2012) [online] Available: https://norse-mythology.org/gods-and-creatures/giants/fenrir/
] 

In conclusion Dudo does do write a detailed account of the Normans. Though he was tricky as he added a lot of subtext to warn other about what the Normans were at this time. 
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