Harrington & Co. Solicitors
21 Eastwell Chambers
Redgate Street
London EC2M 4HD
Tel: 0203 555 8920
Email: info@harringtonsolicitors.co.uk
2 March 2026
Private & Confidential
Steven Matthews
17 Willowbank Drive
Westford
Bristol BS8 3PL
Dear Mr Matthews,
Re: Advice Concerning Alleged Breach of Contract by Apex Design Solutions Ltd
Thank you for instructing us regarding the recent issues that have arisen in your contract with Apex Design Solutions Ltd (“Apex”), dated 14 November 2025. As requested, I set out below our advice on whether their conduct amounts to a breach of contract and the options available to you.

1. Background
From the documents and information you have provided, our understanding is as follows:
· You engaged Apex to deliver a full website redevelopment under the terms of the above contract.
· Clause 4.2 required Apex to complete the project by 15 January 2026.
· Despite several reminders, Apex has neither delivered the completed website nor provided a revised timeline that is acceptable.
· You have incurred additional costs due to delays and missed commercial opportunities.
If any of these details require correction, please let me know.

2. Assessment of Breach
Under UK contract law, a breach occurs where a party fails to perform a contractual obligation or performs it inadequately.
Based on the evidence provided, Apex appears to be in material breach of clause 4.2, specifically due to:
· Failure to deliver the agreed‑upon work by the contractual deadline;
· Lack of reasonable progress, even after extensions were informally discussed;
· Failure to communicate effectively or provide acceptable justification for delays.
Given the centrality of the delivery deadline to the contract, this breach is likely to be considered substantial.

3. Your Legal Options
a) Require Completion (Specific Performance)
You can issue a formal notice requiring Apex to complete the outstanding work within a strict and reasonable timeframe (e.g., 7–14 days).
b) Claim Damages
You may be entitled to recover losses arising from the breach, including:
· Additional development costs with another provider
· Lost revenue from delayed launch
· Administrative and operational expenses
c) Terminate the Contract
If the breach is sufficiently serious—and in this case it appears to be—you may choose to terminate the contract.
Termination should only occur after serving clear notice, to avoid any argument of wrongful termination.
d) Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
Options such as mediation or negotiation can sometimes lead to a quicker, cost‑effective resolution and may be appropriate if you wish to preserve a working relationship.

4. Recommended Next Steps
We recommend the following:
1. Issue a formal breach notice to Apex, setting out the failure to meet contractual obligations.
2. Provide a final deadline for compliance.
3. Begin compiling evidence of financial loss (invoices, correspondence, commercial impact).
4. If Apex does not comply within the specified timeframe, consider termination and initiating a damages claim.
Please confirm whether you would like us to prepare the breach notice on your behalf.

5. Disclaimer
This advice is based solely on the information provided to date. Should further details arise, our assessment may need to be updated.

Please feel free to contact me if you require clarification or wish to discuss next steps.
Yours sincerely,
Rebecca Harrington
Senior Solicitor
Harrington & Co. Solicitors












Harper & Sloan Legal Services
48 Trenton House
Marley Street
Manchester M4 6DP
Tel: 0161 902 4470
Email: enquiries@harpersloan.co.uk
3 March 2026
Private & Confidential
Lewis Carter
22 Brookview Crescent
Eastwood
Liverpool L18 5JP
Dear Mr Carter,
Re: Legal Advice Concerning the Proposed Purchase of Retail Premises at 119 High Street, Liverpool
Thank you for instructing us regarding your intention to purchase the retail premises located at 119 High Street, Liverpool (“the Property”). This letter outlines the key legal considerations involved in buying a commercial shop under UK property law, along with our recommendations on how you may proceed.
1. Overview of the Transaction
The documents you have provided indicate that you propose to purchase:
· The freehold/leasehold interest in the Property (please confirm which applies).
· Certain fixtures, fittings and business assets currently within the shop.
· The right to operate a [insert intended type of business if known] from the premises.
Before any commitment is made, it is vital that full due diligence is carried out to ensure you are aware of any legal risks associated with the building, the business, and any ongoing obligations.
2. Key Legal Considerations
a) Title and Ownership
We will obtain and review the title documents from HM Land Registry to confirm:
· The seller’s legal right to dispose of the Property.
· Any restrictions, covenants or third‑party rights affecting the premises.
· Any mortgages or charges that must be discharged before completion.
b) Lease Review (if leasehold)
If you are purchasing a lease, we must carefully examine:
· The remaining term of the lease.
· Rent, service charges and any planned increases.
· Repair obligations (often “full repairing and insuring” for commercial leases).
· Subletting or assignment restrictions.
· Break clauses and renewal rights under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954.
These terms will determine the long‑term viability of your occupancy.
c) Planning and Use Permissions
We will check whether the Property has the correct Use Class under the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order—for example, Class E for most shops.
If you plan to change the nature of the business (e.g., convert to a café), additional planning consent may be required.
d) Business Asset Purchase
If you are buying an existing trading business, we must review:
· Stock, fixtures, and equipment included in the price.
· Existing contracts with suppliers or customers.
· Employee obligations under TUPE Regulations (if staff are being transferred).
· Intellectual property, branding, and goodwill.
e) Environmental and Safety Compliance
Commercial properties must meet all required standards, including:
· Fire safety certification
· Asbestos reports
· Electrical and gas safety checks
· Energy Performance Certificate (EPC)
Failure to comply can leave you liable after purchase.
f) Searches and Enquiries
Standard commercial searches will include:
· Local authority search (planning, highways, restrictions)
· Drainage and water
· Environmental risks
· Flood risk
· Commercial energy reports (where relevant)
These reveal issues that may impact your business or future resale.
g) Finance and Lending Considerations
If a commercial mortgage is being used, your lender will require:
· A formal valuation
· Satisfactory title
· Compliance with lending conditions
We will act for your lender to ensure these requirements are met.
3. Recommended Next Steps
I recommend the following:
1. Confirm whether you are purchasing the freehold or leasehold interest.
2. Provide any additional documents received from the seller or agent.
3. Allow us to begin formal due diligence, including title review and searches.
4. Avoid signing any agreements until all investigations are complete.
5. We can prepare a Report on Title once all enquiries have been resolved.
This will ensure you enter into the purchase with full knowledge of your rights, obligations, and any associated risks.
4. Disclaimer
This letter provides general advice based on the information currently available. A full legal assessment will be provided once all documentation and searches have been reviewed.
Please let me know how you would like to proceed. I am happy to discuss any aspect of the transaction in more detail.
Yours sincerely,
Charlotte Harper
Senior Solicitor
Harper & Sloan Legal Services

