An analysis of two buildings in my hometown; Rheola House and the Miner’s Welfare, Resolven
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Resolven is a small village in the Neath Valley, few knowing its history. It was known for its coal and farms, but today a lot of its historical architecture I feel is overlooked and neglected. One is the Rheola house, built in 1814 by architect John Nash (Coflein, 2022). It is located northeast a mile away from Resolven, with its own designed landscape for the pictographic scenery of the country mansion. The house was built originally to be an overgrown cottage, but the final result turned out to be a Picturesque and Rustic villa-style building. The house, originally owned by John Edwards, Nash’s cousin, was passed down through inheritance until the year 1939 (Wikipedia, 2023). It is now in poorer condition but has plans to be refurbished into a tourist attraction. Another building located in the centre of Resolven on Neath Road is the Miners Welfare. It was built in the 1920s as a community centre for the people of the village, given by Colonel Edward Vaughan of Rheola. The building has cinemas/theatres in an Art Deco style on the upper levels, which are now abandoned. Again, this building is in poor condition, but a small pub and café have opened on part of the lower floors (Resolven CC).
Since Rheola house was owned by wealthy people, many servants worked for the families too. This means that the mansion’s plans had to be designed for a lot of residents. It has two staircases, one for the family and the other for the servants. It also has a grand entrance room, dining halls, and lecture rooms to showcase the elegance and grandeur of the structure. These rooms also had high ceilings and large windows to improve the ambiance of the house, which was another symbol of the higher class. The house had over ten bedrooms in the main building and a servants’ quarters. One reason why it has this many bedrooms is most likely because they could invite many guests over. The Miners' Welfare was designed for communal spaces. Its ground floor has a lounge and a snooker area, both of these rooms being wide so that it invites many people to be in the same area. The entrance leads to a café and bar, which might encourage visitors to buy some food or drink. A theatre/cinema is on the first floor, with an elevated seating area above to maximize the viewing capacity. 
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Rheola house is built from brick and stone and also has a Welsh slate roof. It has a round dome on the roof above the stairs which is something Nash designed in some of his other projects, such as the Cronkhill Villa in Shrewsbury, the dome is also made of slate. These domes give a picturesque and aesthetically pleasing look and feel to the building. The chimneys of the mansion are made of brick and are tall and slender, creating a refined and imposing silhouette against the sky. The house also has different windows, square ones are most common, but the dining room and lecture room have arched windows. However, the Miner's Welfare is made of concrete since it was built during the 20s and 30s. The building has many square windows all around it, which can be a little overwhelming. Then again, under a century ago, the building was decorated with a white-painted wall that made some windows look slimmer. The tiled pattern on that wall made the Welfare look more like an entertainment building. Within the theatre, it has a curved roof. Rather than a flat expanse, the curvature creates a cozy and encompassing atmosphere for the audience and performers alike.
Rheola House had rooms that were designed for social gatherings, such as the dining hall and lounge/bars. These are the rooms with the biggest windows, high ceilings, and ornate decorating. This shows off the wealth and status of the owners to their guests. Then the upper floors have private chambers and bedrooms since the windows on the first floor have shutters when residents want privacy. Sadly, the state of the house today is not as glorious anymore, as it is not being looked after. Most of the furniture is gone, some floorboards have been ripped out and the roof is slowly collapsing (Wales Online, 2021). The Welfare’s cinema room is very large and has a curved roof, which could be designed to optimize the acoustics within the space. Again, this building needs serious fixing. In 2020, there was a bad leak meaning that the entire main hall had to be gutted. One of the main reasons it is so abandoned now is because of the Covid-19 pandemic. The cinema upstairs has not been touched for years because it could not be afforded to keep it going. However, there are plans in the Resolven community to restore both Rheola house and the Welfare as tourist attractions and local treasures (Wales Online, 2021).
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Surveying these two buildings has helped me think broadly about how much the appearance and functions of a building affect people. I feel as though some buildings can reflect the characteristics of the people who live or visit inside them, such as Rheola House’s grandeur referring to the wealth of the owner. The Welfare being informal and on the main road shows that it’s for everybody to visit. In comparison, Rheola house and the Welfare’s main thing in common is that they are in poor condition and need refurbishment. But they are almost completely opposites, meaning that I have learned a lot. They vary in architectural styles, functions, and landscapes since they were designed by very different architects, John Nash, and a group of local miners. If I had a similar task, I would like to have the opportunity to have access to visit buildings. Since these buildings are in Resolven where I grew up, I’ve known about these buildings for years but haven’t thought much about them other than their appearance on the outside. Therefore, it has been very interesting to analyse these buildings and discover that there are hidden gems in Resolven such as these two. 

Floor plans
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