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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Redcliffe (2021) states that due to an ageing population and austerity measures, social services in Wales will likely see an increase in the number of adults accessing social care and support in the coming years. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014 is the overarching legislation in Wales covering the safeguarding of adults at risk. The legislation defines an adult who is ‘at risk’ as someone who:
· is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect;
· has needs for care and support (whether or not the Local Authority is meeting any of those needs); and
· as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against abuse or neglect or the risk of it. 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]An adult ‘at risk’ is someone who needs support with their physical or emotional wellbeing who as a result may be considered vulnerable. This could mean they are in need of support of everyday tasks such as dressing or cooking. This could also mean safeguarding from abuse or neglect (Social Care Wales, 2019b). ‘At risk’ does not mean abuse needs to be taking place, rather risk should be assessed to prevent and protect someone from potential future abuse or neglect (Welsh Government, 2018a). 
Abuse constitutes as physical, emotional, psychological, sexual or financial. Neglect describes a failure to meet a person’s basic physical, emotional, social or psychological needs, which is likely to impair the person’s wellbeing (Social Care Wales, 2019b). Indicators of abuse could be injuries, self-harming, withdrawal, sleep issues, changes in weight, missing possessions, to name a few. Other forms of maltreatment such as domestic abuse, sexual exploitation or self-neglect can also be indicators of harm to adults. As a result, SSWBA 2014 also interfaces with other pieces of Welsh and UK legislation such as Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, Modern Slavery Act 2015 and Mental Capacity Act 2005 amongst others. Abuse and neglect are often also criminal offences such as fraud, rape or assault. Abuse can take place in any setting from people’s home, institutions or any other place. 
Under Section 126(2) of SSWBA 2014 if a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect a person in its area (whether a permanent resident or not) is an adult at risk, it must make the necessary enquiries to establish whether any action should be taken and by whom. There are three components to determine in assessment: reasonable cause to suspect abuse; making of enquiries to establish; and recording the outcome. 
It is crucial that the adult at risk be in control of decisions about how any risks are managed. Actions and outcomes should reflect the seriousness of the risk and wherever possible support the desired outcomes of the person at risk (Welsh Government, 2018a). If a person has been assessed under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 to be lacking capacity and cannot make decisions about themselves, protective arrangements should be made in their best wishes.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


           The focus of adult safeguarding is concentrated on what the person is able to do for themselves and therefore, intervention should be limited unless the three-stage criteria is met at outlined in legislation and statutory guidance (Douglas and Barlow, 2023; Welsh Government, 2018a). Unlike children’s safeguarding there is no equivalent care proceedings to impose action on an adult, unless the adult is deemed to lack capacity to make decisions for themselves (Johns, 2017). This will need a separate assessment under Mental Capacity Act 2005 to establish as capacity should always be assumed unless proven otherwise. An adult with capacity is able to make decisions that could put themselves at risk, but as long as that decision does not risk significant harm to children or serious harm to other adults, professionals may not be justified to override the adults consent for support (Welsh Government, 2019). If an adult is deemed able to protect themselves, has capacity and no care and support needs they may not meet the definition of an ‘Adult at Risk’ set out in Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. It can mean, for example, that an adult may choose to stay in an abusive relationship if they do not meet the three-stage criteria or can make unwise decisions in relation to their own health and wellbeing needs. 
	As mentioned, adult safeguarding does not have procedures which can be initiated to protect the adult once risk of harm has been established. Children’s safeguarding had a series of procedures like Initial Child Protection Conferences, registration of abuse on the Child Protection Register, Care proceedings such as Public Law Outline to remove if protection plans have failed to reduce risk of harm. As a result, local authorities could become Corporate Parents for children which means a statutory responsibility for that child.  
Financial abuse is a category more prevalent in adult safeguarding than in children. Financial abuse commonly occurs in adults because it is in relation to money and assets/property. It is closely linked to domestic violence and elder abuse (Age UK, 2023; Chisholm, 2016) Children and Young people usually do not have assets or bank accounts which they can access without an adult.  However, financial abuse in children is normally labelled as Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) where a child has been coerced or groomed into financial abuse by others (The Children’s Society, 2024). CCE is often viewed as contextual risk in children and is connected to other forms of abuse (Dixon, 2023). 

Word Count = 412







400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




3

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




