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AIM(S)
· to introduce students to life and study at University
· to familiarise students with the various approaches, methods, policies and processes needed for study.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate a basic understanding of how to find and present information that is relevant to study of the particular topic of research;
· demonstrate the ability to communicate ideas and information, both written and orally;
· demonstrate an understanding of the University’s academic processes and procedures;
· demonstrate an awareness of certain basic study skills needed for undergraduate study, such as IT proficiency.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· negotiating and managing a return to education;
· building confidence within a HE learning environment; 
· effective time management;
· sharing ideas in groups effectively; 
· working together or as an independent learner to solve problems;
· identifying useful resources and  acquiring information from a range of sources;
· exploring different learning approaches and methodologies;
· selecting and using information to create a discussion and a debate; 
· using IT and electronic resources effectively to enhance study;
· understanding and appreciating the need to be tolerant of alternative viewpoints.
· becoming reflective of the learning process

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

E.g. Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	
	20%

	Independent learning
	
	80%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%





OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME
Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours. My office hours are Mondays 1-2, Tuesdays 12-1 and Fridays 2-3. If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email me (e.bissa@uwtsd.ac.uk). You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course. 

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
This 20-credit module has 20 contact hours. You can also see me on Thursdays 1-2pm in my office for any help or support you need in your studies. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, seminars and workshops. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform me by e-mail at e.bissa@uwtsd.ac.uk .

Lectures and workshops take place on Thursdays 11-1 in Arts 1.

Remember that our classes will continue after the Easter vacation

Course Outline:

	Date
	Title
	Content

	1/02/18
	Thinking Academically I
	Working at university level; questioning and discussing; expectations

	8/2/18
	Tools for the student I
	 Moodle, MyDay, MyTSD, Library basics, University Website.

	15/02/18
	Tools for the student II
	Lectures and seminars, Referencing, Plagiarism

	22/02/18
	Tools for the Student III
	Finding resources – Blue Room

	08/03/18
	Thinking Academically II
	Types of materials and sources

	15/03/18
	Tools for the Student IV
	Working with books, articles and reports

	22/03/18
	Thinking Academically III
	Creating an argument

	29/03/18
	Tools for the Student V
	Writing right

	26/04/18
	Tools for the Student VI
	Presenting right

	03/05/18
	Thinking Academically IV
	Critical Thinking and Reflection



ASSESSMENT

Course work 100%

The assessment for this course comprises of a portfolio of tasks that must be completed regularly throughout the module. Each task is designed to support a gradual entry into studies at this level and to build confidence. 

The portfolio has three tasks:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]A 5-minute Oral Presentation. To take place in May (the exact schedule to be announced nearer the time). You are required to create your own title. This must not be the same as any other piece of work you have done before (or expect to do in the course of this year of study). You need to submit your title for approval by 22/03/2018. If you present on a non-approved title, you will be penalised. You need to submit the PowerPoint or Handout you will use by 7/05/18, on Moodle. Worth 25% of your overall mark.
2. A series of exercises completed each week (1 per week) – see below. You will need to have completed all the exercises by 7/05/18. Worth 25% of your overall mark. If you fall behind in your exercises, do tell me; it is not the end of the world, but you should speak to me about it.

	Date
	Title
	Assessment: Exercises

	1/02/18
	Thinking Academically I
	ONE
Go to the library and find one book in a subject of your interest: Start reading the book by reading the table of contents, the index and the publication information. Write 100 words on what you think the book is about and what information you expect to find in it. Email this to me.

	8/2/18
	Tools for the student I
	TWO
Continue reading the book, and find at least 2 reviews of the book you chose last week.
Write 200 words on the scholars’ views of the book: do they agree with the argument? What are the strengths of the book? What are its weaknesses?
Email this to me as an attachment.

	15/02/18
	Tools for the student II
	THREE
Write a summary of the main points and arguments in the book in 500 words. Provide references in your work. 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle. 

	22/02/18
	Tools for the Student III
	FOUR
Choose one point in the book and disagree with it in 300 words. Use at least 3 more sources, to include 1 book and 2 articles.
Provide references and a full bibliography in your work. 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	08/03/18
	Thinking Academically II
	FIVE
Choose one primary source and one secondary source mentioned in the book, and describe each in 200 words. 
Provide references and a full bibliography in your work. 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	15/03/18
	Tools for the Student IV
	SIX
Write a brief (300 words) view of how scholarship has worked with the primary source you chose, bringing at least 3 different examples.
Provide references and a full bibliography in your work. 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	22/03/18
	Thinking Academically III
	SEVEN
Create a title for a 5-minute presentation, where what you have been reading (above) would be relevant; compile a bibliography, to include primary and secondary sources, and scholarship (both books and articles).
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	29/03/18
	Tools for the Student V
	EIGHT
Write a plan, including the main argument, and a one-sentence explanation of each slide, for your presentation. Provide references throughout.
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	26/04/18
	Tools for the Student VI
	NINE
Write one sentence on how your presentation will respond to each of the marking criteria. 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.

	03/05/18
	Thinking Academically IV
	TEN
!! You will submit this after the presentation!! 
Mark your presentation, and write feedback relating to the marking criteria (200 words). 
Submit this on the TIN submission link on Moodle.



3. A reflective journal. You are required to add one entry to your journal for every week of the module – i.e. you will need to have completed the journal entry by Wednesday end of day each week (so reflection journal 2 should be done by 14/02/18, etc.); the only exception is the reflective journal for week 1 which you should bring to me in my office on Tuesday 06/02/18. Final deadline for entries is 07/05/18. Your journal space is available on Moodle. Each entry must be at least 100 words long. If you fall behind in your journal, do tell me; it is not the end of the world, but you should speak to me about it.
	Date
	Title
	Assessment: Reflective journal (100 words each week)

	1/02/18
	Thinking Academically I
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week; what do you expect being a student will give you?
~Write this in a word document, and print it; keep an electronic copy and bring the printed copy to me in my office. 


	8/2/18
	Tools for the student I
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: what are your main strengths and weaknesses? How do you play to your strengths?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle, along with your reflection from last week.

	15/02/18
	Tools for the student II
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: How are you dealing with your studies? Are you using resources appropriately? Are you managing your time?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	22/02/18
	Tools for the Student III
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: What are you finding difficult? What are you finding easy? What has surprised you in terms of your performance?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	08/03/18
	Thinking Academically II
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: How has your note-taking been over your studies? What do you need to change?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	15/03/18
	Tools for the Student IV
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: how have you been using resources? Where do you need to improve? How will you improve?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	22/03/18
	Thinking Academically III
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: what are you getting out of lectures and sessions? How should you improve your preparation and engagement?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	29/03/18
	Tools for the Student V
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: have you become more critical in your approach? How do you become more critical over time?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	26/04/18
	Tools for the Student VI
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: have you thought about what you wish to do in your degree? What attracts you to this subject?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.

	03/05/18
	Thinking Academically IV
	Reflect on what you have learnt this week: what has your experience as a student give you?
Submit this to your Reflective Journal on Moodle.



General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle (except where otherwise specified above). Please follow the instructions on the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work. The deadline for submission will be at 23.59 pm on the day given above.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised. REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the Faculty Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that the Welfare Officer, Dr Brenda Llewellyn (b.llewellyn.ihssen@uwtsd.ac.uk  ), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Detailed feedback is given on Turn-It-in but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 


Unfair Practice
All essays and gobbets will be submitted through Turn-It-In. You can submit a draft of your work and read the Turn-it-In report in advance of the deadline. You need to follow the regulations regarding unfair practice and academic integrity as they can be found in the University’s Academic Quality Handbook and the Programme of Study Handbook. If you have questions about unfair practice, and how to avoid it, do not hesitate to ask me.

MARKING CRITERIA ARE AVAILABLE ON A SEPARATE DOCUMENT ON Moodle.
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