
Knife crime poses a huge risk to public safety throughout the UK, with the British Medical Association calling for knife crime to be considered as public health concern (Coid et al, 2021), with this being a major factor as to why this topic is being studied, as research conducted in this area is likely to help raise awareness of the issue, which is the first step in addressing the problem.  The laws in England and Wales explain knife crime as crimes involving the use of knives or other bladed or pointed articles as generally speaking, the carrying and use of knives is prohibited in a number of contexts (College of Policing, 2021).  The issue of knife crime is brought about by the accessibility British people have to knives in comparison to firearms, making knives responsible for a greater proportion of deaths in the UK than firearms (Coid et al, 2021).  This topic is of great relevance today as the amount of knife crime occurring in the UK is often comparable to an epidemic amongst younger generations, and while there is limited understanding as to what is causing the statistics of knife crime to continually increase (Haylock et al, 2020), an opportunity is presented  to identify potential reasons for this.  A study of news reports surrounding knife crime found that those aged between 11-20 were the most vulnerable to falling  victim and that males are more commonly victims than females, the same study also revealed that street violence, fights, gang attacks and robbery are all issues that are often found to be causes of knife crime (Kabir et al, 2022).  All of which can arguable be prevented and therefore, this research will benefit the fight against knife crime as it will assess the efficiency of the government’s strategy and potentially identify more suitable methods of tackling the issue.
The research will focus on young people.  This is because, a nation-wide study of 13,000  teenagers living in the UK, found that one in eleven males had carried or used a knife by the age of 17 (Centre for Longitudinal Studies, 2021), highlighting the prevalence this crime has amongst younger generations whilst giving a brief insight into the implications the crime has on families who have been affected by the crime.  Therefore, it is important to address the most common perpetrators and victims of this crime in order to benefit all aspects of local communities.  Another key area of focus is deprived areas, research is going to focus on areas of socioeconomic deprivation as studies have shown that such areas are where knife crime predominantly occurs in the UK.   One study investigated the link between the risk of knife crime and socioeconomic disparity by observing patients of knife crime aged 17 or under at a UK trauma centre, and found that of the 139 children sampled, the majority of them had come from areas of socioeconomic deprivation (Reilly et al, 2022).  As for the time period, it is important to address current issues regarding knife crime, as up to date statistics and modern causes of knife crime are a fundamental part of this study, therefore the time period for this study is the period between the last couple years to the present day, with a specific focus on the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic which began in 2020.  The research is focused on these specific areas in order to assess the government’s response to the issue in an effort to minimise the risk to public safety caused by knife crime and to prevent it being a public health concern.
The overall aim is to identify if there is a problem of knife crime amongst young people in deprived areas of the UK and to assess whether the government is doing enough to tackle the issue,  and this will be achieved through three key objectives.  The first of which is to analyse historical trends and the impact of the covid-19 pandemic on knife crime.  Police recorded crime figures published by the Office for National Statistics show an increase of 21 percent for knife and offensive related cases between the years ending September 2021 and 2022.  It is possible that this may highlight be as a result of an increase in police activity following the pandemic or whether higher levels of crime had been caused by the pandemic (Ministry of Justice, 2023).  This objective will discover whether the increase of knife crime is from increased deprivation and financial struggles across UK as a result of the pandemic.  The second objective is to identify whether young people are more vulnerable to knife crime.  Evidence has shown that there are three main reasons people carry knives, of which are self-protection, self-presentation and utility (Brennan, 2017).  This research will assess the likelihood of young people carrying knives for these reasons. (McNeill and Walker, 2017).  The final objective is to assess the success of UK government strategies and responses currently in place to tackle knife crime.  Over the last few years, there have been a general increase in law enforcement and funding to tackle issues of serious violence including knife crime (Home Office, 2022).  18 violence reduction units have also been introduced as well as developments in knife crime prevention orders and public health approaches (Ryan, Brown and Holland, 2021).  This objective will discover whether such strategies and responses are a success or a failure.
For all objectives, quantitative methods of research are to be conducted through the use of literature.  National statistics and government documents, alongside a range of relevant textbooks and journals are to be utilised in order to draw the necessary information needed to conclude.  For objective three, which assesses the success of governmental strategies and responses to knife crime, primary research is to be conducted to gather qualitative data to discover the thoughts and feelings of the general public.  A questionnaire using 12-15 questions is to be utilised, of which will be posted on an existing social media account where approximately 100 members of the general public can express their views on the governmental strategies in place to tackle knife crime and to uncover whether people are fearful of the crime.
This research adds value to existing research by developing a further understanding of the perpetrators of knife crime to disregard the belief that it is a ‘black crime’.   This belief arose after 2006, when the crime was heavily linked to the ethnicity in the media due to the increase in social anxiety amongst suburban middle classes.  For example, in the case of Tom Rhys Pryce, who was a wealthy white male killed by two working class black teenagers ,  Pryce was given significantly more coverage than other victims from ethnic minorities who were killed on the same day (Williams, 2023).  In addition to this, current literature surrounding the prevention of knife crime is heavily orientated around public health approaches to tackling the issue, with little focus on the legal measures rejected by the government, such as criminal sentencing, the use of civil orders and stop and search tactics.(Stone, 2022).  Therefore, an overall review of the governments strategies from both perspectives is important to balance the focus of existing research.
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