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 St Paul’s Cathedral
Westminster Abbey
All Hallows By the Tower
St Dunstan in the East Church Garden

This guidebook aims to present an informative overview of a few selective ecclesiastical sites in London. It will include a description of two of the most well-known ecclesiastical sites in London (Westminster Abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral), as well as two lesser-known but nonetheless interesting sites (All Hallows by the Tower and St Dunstan in the East). The sites contained in this guidebook are all significant in some way – historically, religiously, and culturally – and this will be made apparent in this guidebook. This guidebook (and the locations contained in it) will appeal to those who have a particular interest in ecclesiastical sites but is also aimed at those who have an interest in religion or religious studies in general. 


Note: Unless otherwise stated the images contained in this guidebook are the authors own.

St Paul’s Cathedral
[image: https://media.timeout.com/images/103259526/630/472/image.jpg]The dedication of the Cathedral to St Paul dates back to 604 C.E. when the original church was established on this site. In 1240, ‘Old St Paul’s Cathedral’, as it is now known, was consecrated. However, the present structure of St Paul’s Cathedral is the work of acclaimed architect Sir Christopher Wren, who was tasked with rebuilding the Cathedral after it was destroyed during the Great Fire of London in 1666. It was consecrated on December 2nd 1697. The Cathedral is grand in size, with its length being 574ft.
Visiting the Cathedral
St Paul’s Cathedral is an architectural masterpiece and contains awe-inspiring interior. It has been described as ‘one of the greatest triumphs ever achieved by mathematical and architectural skill.’[footnoteRef:2] Like most ecclesiastical buildings, the Cathedral was built in the form of a cross.[footnoteRef:3] One of the most striking aspects of the exterior and interior of the Cathedral is the vast dome which is supported by eight large pillars and is just over 370ft high; making it the second largest Cathedral dome in the world.[footnoteRef:4] It is well known across the world and is one of the most iconic features of London’s skyline.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  E. M. Cummings, The Companion to St Paul’s Cathedral, etc (London, 1867), 35.]  [3:  Maria Hackett, A Popular Description of St Paul’s Cathedral (United Kingdom: C. and J. Rivington, 1823), 2.]  [4:  St Paul’s Cathedral, ‘Climb the Dome’, <https://www.stpauls.co.uk/history-collections/history/exploer-the-cathedral/climb-the-dome> [accessed 14 May 2019]. ]  [5:  St Paul’s Cathedral, ‘About Your Visit’, <https://www.stpauls.co.uk/visits/visits>  [accessed 14 May 2019]. ] 

 (
Figure 1: St Paul’s Cathedral
)While visiting the Cathedral it is definitely worth braving the climb up the dome (there are 1,165 steps in total) as the ‘Golden Gallery’ at the top reveals some of the most spectacular views over 
[image: Image result for st paul's cathedral geometric stairs] (
Figure 2: The Dome
 and Ceiling at St Paul’s Cathedral
)


 (
Figure 3: The Dean’s Stair
)[image: Sightseeing, Times & Prices]London.[footnoteRef:6] Before getting to the ‘Golden Gallery’, the lowest gallery that the stairs lead to is called the ‘Whispering Gallery’. This is so named due to a charming characteristic of its construction which allows a whisper against one of the walls of the gallery to be audible on the wall on the opposite side.  [6:  Ibid. ] 

Another revolutionary and exception architectural and historically significant feature of the Cathedral is the Dean’s Stair (also referred to as the Geometric Stair). This spiral staircase was constructed so ingeniously that all of the stairs hang together without any visible support and all seemingly spring from the bottom step. This staircase was the first of its kind ever made in England.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  E. M. Cummings, The Companion to St Paul’s Cathedral etc, 34. ] 



St Paul’s Cathedral is historically significant to Britain as it was a revolutionary build and during the construction new forms of workmanship were used.[footnoteRef:8] Some of the greatest Britons in their field were involved in its construction. These include Sir Christopher Wren, who was responsible for rebuilding over 50 churches following the Great Fire of London; St Paul’s Cathedral is regarded as his greatest masterpiece; the mathematician and architect Robert Hooke; and Grinling Gibbons, who was a renowned sculptor and woodcarver, whose carvings in the Cathedral are regarded as some of the finest in the world.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Andrew Saint, ‘The Reputation of St Paul’s’ in St Paul’s: The Cathedral Church of London, 604-2004, eds. by Derek Keene, Arthur Burns, and Andrew Saint (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004), 451-463 (436).]  [9:  A Guide to St Paul’s Cathedral (London: Hill, 1873), 45. ] 

Furthermore, there are numerous memorials, tombs, and monuments contained in the Cathedral; including tombs for Sir Christopher Wren and Lord Nelson. These memorials and tombs were erected to honour distinguished individuals in Britain’s history. They serve as reminders for visitors of the importance of these people to British history, culture, and society. 
St Paul’s Cathedral is significant as it ‘was the culmination of a lifetime’s work’ and stands as a ‘permanent testament to the generation that lived through Civil War, plague, fire, revolution, and political society’.[footnoteRef:10] Some people have even gone as far as to say that St Paul’s Cathedral is significant to British culture and society because it symbolises Britain. As its resurrection after the Great Fire of London and survival in subsequent uneasy periods of history means that it has become ‘a symbol of togetherness, survival, and suffering’.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Leo Hollis, The Phoenix: St Paul’s Cathedral and the Men who Made Modern London (Great Britain: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2008), 8. ]  [11:  Andrew Saint, ‘The Reputation of St Paul’s’, 452, 461.] 

However, despite the historical and cultural significance of the Cathedral, and its development as a popular tourist destination, it is, above all, a place of worship for Christians and is one of the most significant buildings for the Anglican Church in the United Kingdom, and, possibly, the world.[footnoteRef:12] As such, from Monday to Saturday, each morning at the Cathedral is begun with a prayer, followed by morning Eucharist, there is then another Eucharist service in the afternoon, and in the evening there is an evensong service. On  [12:  E. M. Cummings, The Companion to St Paul’s Cathedral, ect, 9.] 

 (
Figure 5: A Service at St Paul’s Cathedral
)
 (
Figure 4: The Nave
)[image: https://media.timeout.com/images/103971051/630/472/image.jpg] (
Figure 4: A Service at St Paul’s Cathedral
)Sundays, an additional service of Holy Communion and matins is performed. Furthermore, the Lord’s Prayer is recited daily every hour and visitors to the Cathedral are welcome to pause and join in. A daily pattern of prayer and worship remains at the heart of St Paul’s Cathedral.  
[image:  (Picasa)]
Visitor’s Information
Opening Times:
Monday to Saturday: 8:30am-4:30pm 
Between Friday August 2nd - Saturday August 31st St Paul’s Cathedral will remain open until 5:30pm.
On Sundays the Cathedral is open for worship only.

Admission Cost:
Adults: £20
Children (6-17 years): £8.50
[image: ](Entry is free for children aged 5 and under)
Concessions (people aged 60+ and students): £17.50
Please note that tickets can be purchased on the St Paul’s Cathedral website at a discounted rate. There is also a discount on tickets for groups of 10 people or more.

Additional Information:
Guided tours of St Paul’s Cathedral are available and start every hour from 10am-2pm. There is no additional charge for these tours. Alternatively, multimedia guides are also available at no additional cost. 
For security reasons all bags will be checked before entry to the Cathedral is granted.
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The next visit on the journey around ecclesiastical sites in London will be Westminster Abbey. It is advisable to take this trip by using the ‘Underground’ Train Services as this is the fastest and most convenient form of transport. The nearest tube station to St Paul’s Cathedral is ‘St Paul’s’ tube station which is located 240m away from the Cathedral. From there you will need to travel to Westminster station. The route for this journey has been highlighted on the adjacent map for your convenience. Westminster Abbey is a short two minute walk from the station.




Westminster Abbey
[image: ][image: ]In 960 C.E., on the site of the present day Westminster Abbey, a Benedictine monastery was founded. Just over 100 years later, on December 28th 1065, the abbey was consecrated having been built by Edward the Confessor in honour of St Peter the Apostle. The abbey became known as the ‘west minster’ to distinguish it from St Paul’s Cathedral (the east minster). This abbey survived until the middle of the 13th century when King Henry III rebuilt it in the new Gothic architectural style.  It was consecrated again on October 13th 1269. This is the building which still stands today.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Westminster Abbey, ‘History of Westminster Abbey’, (2019) <https://www.westminster-abbey.org/about-the-abbey/history/history-of-westminster-abbey> [accessed14 May 2019].] 

The building itself is significant as it ‘remains one of the greatest examples of Gothic architecture’.[footnoteRef:14] When standing outside the abbey, and when entering the building, it is impossible not to be taken aback by the breathtaking architecture. The enormous length of the church (322ft) is also immediately apparent. This placed the abbey amongst the largest buildings in Europe at the time  [14:  Adam Fox and Enid Nixon, Westminster Abbey (London: Pitkin, 1984), 24.] 


when it was built.[footnoteRef:15] The majestic height of the building is also remarkable. The Abbey has the highest Gothic vault in England (nearly 102ft).[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  Christopher Wilson, Pamela Tudor-Craig, John Physick, and Richard Gem, Westminster Abbey (London: Bell and Hyman, 1986), 90.]  [16:  Westminster Abbey, ‘Architecture’, (2019) <https://www.westminster-abbey.org/about-the-abbey/history/architecture> [accessed 14 May 2019].] 


 (
Figure 7
: Self Guided Map of Westminster Abbey
)[image: ]
[image: ]Inside Westminster Abbey
 (
Figure 7
: The Coronation Chair
)The first point of interest in Westminster Abbey is the Coronation Chair (location ‘1’ on the map above). This is regarded as one of ‘the most precious and famous pieces of furniture in the world’.[footnoteRef:17] Since William the Conqueror’s coronation in 1066, every monarch (except Edward V and Edward VIII, who were never crowned) has been crowned in the Abbey. The Coronation Chair has been the centrepiece for every coronation since 1308. As well as being the setting for coronations, the Abbey has also been the location of countless other royal occasions, including 16 royal weddings. [17:  Westminster Abbey, ‘The Coronation Chair’, (2019) <https://www.westminster-abbey.org/about-the-abbey/history/the-coronation-chair> [accessed 14 May 2019].] 

Furthermore, the Abbey is enshrined in history. There are around 3,300 burials and 600 monuments and wall tablets all dedicated to influential people, both in the history of the Abbey and in British history generally, contained in Westminster Abbey. It is the final resting place of 30 monarchs; including Edward the Confessor and Henry III who were instrumental in the construction and development of the Abbey. All of these memorials and tombs can 

be seen on the journey through the Abbey. Therefore, the Abbey is significant, both as a setting for royal occasions and as the place of countless memorials for great British people, as it is ‘a shrine of the English or British nation’.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Richard Jenkyns, Westminster Abbey: a thousand years of national pageantry (London: Profile Books, 2011), 1-3.] 

When walking through the Abbey people are immediately reminded of the contributions of these influential people to society – either in a scientific, literary, military, or cultural sense. The Abbey stands as a symbol of pride in this country. Furthermore, the Abbey is also significant because of this as ‘the sculpture at Westminster ranks among the best anywhere’ and it is regarded as ‘the finest sculpture gallery in Britain’.[footnoteRef:19] The Abbey contains sculpture from eight different centuries. [19:  Richard Jenkyns, Westminster Abbey, 1-3.] 

 (
Figure 8
: The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior in the Nave
)[image: https://www.westminster-abbey.org/media/9020/grave-unknown-warrior-long-shot.jpg]One of the most famous tombs in Westminster Abbey is that of the ‘Tomb of the Unknown Warrior’ (location ‘2’ on the map above). This tomb stands as a symbol of all those who lost their lives during war and have no memorial or known grave. It is a symbol of honour and appreciation for those who lost their lives fighting for their country. When Heads of State come to visit Britain they often lay a wreath at this grave. Since the construction of this tomb, all royal brides married in the Abbey have laid their wedding bouquets on this grave.[footnoteRef:20]  [20:  Westminster Abbey, ‘History of Westminster Abbey’.] 

 (
Figure 7: The Grave of the Unknown Warrior in the Nave
)Other areas of interest in Westminster Abbey include the high altar (location ‘5’ on the map above). This serves to remind people that although the Abbey is now a popular tourist destination it is still significant as a place of Anglican worship and of devotion to God. 


The usual services of a church are still carried out in the Abbey daily. These include the morning prayer, Holy Communion, and evensong on weekdays; and matins, Eucharist, and an evening service on Sundays. The public are welcomed to attend these services. Annual services to celebrate Britain and its culture and history are also carried out at the Abbey, such as the Commonwealth Day Service.
More areas of historical interest inside the Abbey include the Henry VII’s Lady Chapel (location ‘8’ on the map above). It is the newest addition to the Abbey and was consecrated on 19th February 1516. The Henry VII’s Lady Chapel contains many outstanding features and is a sublime example of late medieval architecture, with a remarkable fan-vaulted ceiling and high stained glass windows. As soon as visitors enter the chapel it is impossible for them not to marvel at its magnificence. 
 (
Figure 9
: Henry VII’s Lady Chapel
)
[image: ]Queen Elizabeth I (d.1603) and Mary I (d.1558) are buried together in a tomb located in the north aisle of the chapel. A floor stone stressing the significance of the fact that Mary, a Roman Catholic, was buried with Elizabeth, a Protestant, was laid near their tomb. Their tomb has religious and historical significance as it has become a reminder of the uneasy history of the church during the time of the Reformation and is a symbol of ecumenism.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Adam Fox and Enid Nixon, Westminster Abbey, 8-9.] 

Before leaving Westminster Abbey it is worth taking a look at the Chapter House (location ‘11’ on the map above) and Pyx Chamber (location ‘12’ on the map above). The Chapter House was built at the same time as Henry III’s church and, despite having suffered damage during various periods, it ‘ranks as one of the finest in England’.[footnoteRef:22] The Chapter House is also significant from a historical point of view as one of the largest surviving tympanums in England surmounts the entrance.[footnoteRef:23] The Pyx Chamber is also historically significant to the Abbey as it contains the only traces of the original Abbey built by Edward the Confessor.  [22:  A Murray Smith, Westminster Abbey <http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/21672#download>, p.124 [accessed 14 May 2019].]  [23:  Christopher Wilson, Pamela Tudor-Craig, John Physick, and Richard Gem, Westminster Abbey, 95.] 


Visitor Information
Opening Times: 
Monday to Friday: 9:30am-3:30pm
Saturday (May to August): 9:00am-3:00pm
Saturday (September to April): 9:00am-1:00pm
Sunday: Open for services
Note: On Wednesday evenings between 4:30pm-6:00pm there is half-price admission to Westminster Abbey.

Admission Cost:
Adults: £23
Children (6-16 years): £10 
(Entry is free for children aged 5 and under).
Concessions (peopled aged 60+ and students): £20
Please note there is a discount when tickets are purchased online from the Westminster Abbey website.

Additional Information:
Guided Tours of Westminster Abbey can be arranged for an additional charge of £7 per person. Alternatively, the easy to follow self-guide tour map (contained in this guidebook) can be used. Guided audio tours can also be downloaded free of charge from the Westminster Abbey website. 
Please note photography is strictly forbidden inside Westminster Abbey.
Security checks of bags will be carried out before entering the Abbey. 
[image: ] 
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The next visit will be to two churches located in roughly the same area. These churches are ‘All Hallows by the Tower’, and’ St Dunstan in the East’. The journey to these churches is achieved by a short tube journey from Westminster to Tower Hill Station. This journey has again been highlighted on the adjacent map for your convenience. From there, All Hallows by the Tower is a 3 minute walk from the station.




All Hallows by the Tower
 (
Figure 10: All Hallows by the Tower
)
[image: https://www.historific.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/All-Hallows-by-the-Tower-London-Oldest-Church.jpg]All Hallows by the Tower is so named as it is located next to the Tower of London. It was founded in 675 C.E. (300 years before the Tower of London). This church is noteworthy, therefore, as it is the oldest church in London.[footnoteRef:24] This church is significant from a historical perspective, and is of interest for Christians themselves and for those interested in Christian history in London and the development of Christianity and ecclesiastical buildings, both in London and the United Kingdom in general. This is particularly the case since an arch from the original Saxon church can still be seen today.  [24:  All Hallows by the Tower, ‘1300 Years of Faith on Tower Hill’, <http://www.allhallowsbythetower.org.uk/history/> [accessed 14 May 2019]. ] 

The survival of this arch is remarkable since, during World War II, the church was damaged extensively by bombings during the Blitz and required considerable reconstruction. The bomb blast also blew down the wall that was covering this arch (which incidentally was how it was discovered). As such, in 1957 the church was re-consecrated.[footnoteRef:25] In addition to the arch, other artefacts and features of historical interest and significance are displayed in All Hallows by the Tower. These include a crow ’s nest from Ernest Shackleton’s last voyage to the Atlantic and a Templar altar from Richard the Lionheart’s Castle Athlit.[footnoteRef:26]  [25:  Explore Churches, ‘All Hallows by the Tower’, (2019) <https://www.explorechurches.org/church/all-hallows-tower-city-london> [accessed 14 May 2019].]  [26:  Ibid. ] 


 (
Figure 11: Saxon Arch
) (
Figure 12: Roman Pavement
)

In addition to this, in the crypt of the church, a discovery was made in the early 20th century of a large area of tessellated Roman pavement. Furthermore, to add another layer to this church’s rich history, its location next to the Tower of London meant that it has cared for and temporarily buried numerous beheaded bodies brought over from the tower; these include, Thomas More and Bishop John Fisher. 
[image: Roman pavement][image: Saxon arch]All Hallows by the Tower is also significant as a place of worship. There has been a worshipping Christian community at the site of All Hallows since it was founded in 675 C.E.. Daily prayer services are held at the church and an additional Eucharist and Holy Communion are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays. A regular church service is also held every Sunday. 

Visitor’s Information
Opening Hours: 
April to October 
Monday to Friday: 8:00am-6:00pm
Saturday to Sunday: 10:00am-5:00pm
November to March
Monday to Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday to Sunday: 10:00am-5:00pm
[image: ]Please note that on occasions special services and events are held at All Hallows by the Tower. Therefore, during these times it may not be possible for visitors to tour the church. Visitors are asked to either check the calendar on the church’s website before visiting or contact the church beforehand either by phone, on 02074812928, or via email, on parish@ahbt.org.uk, in order to ensure that they will be able to accommodate the visit. 
The church also asks that they be contacted beforehand if you are planning to bring a large group. 

Admission Cost:
Admission to the church is free of charge. 

Additional Information: 
Free guided tours are available most weekdays from 2pm-4pm. A free audio guide is also available to download online.
Photography is permitted inside the church but only without the use of flash.



[image: ]St Dunstan in the East
St Dunstan in the East is part of the parish of All Hallows by the Tower. It is located a short 5 minute walk away. Like All Hallows by the Tower, St Dunstan in the East is of historical interest. The church was named after a 10th century monk called St Dunstan. He survived an array of adversities in his life, including issues with black magic, leprosy, and the Devil, and became the Archbishop of Canterbury. The church itself parallels this and has its own difficult history.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Explore Churches, ‘St Dunstan in the East’, (2019) <https://www.explorechurches.org/church/st-dunstan-east-city-london> [accessed 14 May 2019]. 
] 

The original church of St Dunstan in the East was built in the gothic style in around 1100 C.E.. However, during the Great Fire of London (1666) the church was severely damaged. Rather than rebuilding it, the damage was patched up and Sir Christopher Wren designed a new steeple which was added to the church. By the early 19th century David Laing, with the assistance of William Tite, rebuilt the church as by this point it was in a poor state.[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  All Hallows by the Tower, ‘St Dunstan in the East’, <http://www.allhallowsbythetower.org.uk/history/st-dunstan-in-the-east/> [accessed 14 May 2019]. ] 



[image: ][image: ]However, St Dunstan in the East was severely damaged once again during World War II, and, as such, it was decided not to rebuild the church. What remained of the church (Wren’s steeple and some partial walls) has been converted into a garden. A lawn, trees, and flowers have been planted, and a fountain was built which sits in the centre of the former nave. Although St Dunstan in the East is no longer used as a place of worship, it is still religiously significant as it is used by the parish of All Hallows by the Tower to conduct occasional open-air gatherings, particularly on Palm Sunday.
When entering the garden visitors will find themselves immediately hit by the peace, tranquillity, and beauty of the garden. It is the perfect place to escape the hustle and bustle of the busy city of London and has been described as ‘the most beautiful gardens in the City of London’.[footnoteRef:29] St Dunstan is historically significant as it stands as a permanent reminder of the destruction caused by the war, but it is also a symbol of the strength and pride of Britain in that as a society they managed to survive and find strength after all the damage caused. The church is a reminder that beauty can come out of destruction.  [29:  Ben Johnson, ‘St Dunstan in the East’, in Historic UK <https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/St-Dunstan-in-the-East-Gardens/> [accessed 14 May 2019].] 


Visitor’s Information
St Dunstan in the East Church Garden is a public garden and is accessible to all free of charge.
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