


Task 1: Research Proposal
Research Proposal:   The purpose of this research project is to identify a potential placement organisation; chosen by a group of students, and explore the necessary actions required to carry out in depth research into the organisation, the opportunities available and any potential limitations. The main objectives set out in this proposal are to identify how the group intend to research the chosen subject areas, highlight the possible research methods necessary to gather the required information, and to consider any potential restrictions that may hinder the research investigation.
Research Area:   The organisation chosen as the topic of this research project, and a potential placement opportunity for University students, is Camp America. By researching an international placement opportunity, the group hopes to learn more about overseas placements and how these opportunities can support students in building a much wider network of contacts for future prospects. 
The decision to focus the research on Camp America is to enable the group to investigate how accessible an overseas placement is for all types of students. As part of the research, the group aims to identify what students can expect from Camp America and the placement opportunity; with focus on the organisations training programme, the facilities available onsite and the variety of job roles on offer. 
The group also aims to undertake in-depth research in order to gain information on several important factors; which could cause restrictions for some students:
· Are there any age restrictions on placement opportunities?
· Do students require any documents / visas to enable them to work? If so, how to apply and the costs involved?
Following on from the initial research topics, the group plans to continue further research to identify possible future prospects / progression opportunities within Camp America; following a students first year of placement.
Research Approach:   In order to carry out the in-depth research required to obtain the necessary information, the group proposes to use both primary and secondary research methods. Primary research enables the group to gather original information directly from Camp America, and acquire specific facts and figures in relation to visa requirements and costs involved (Oxford University Press, 2019). Primary information will be collected directly from the organisations website (Camp America, 2019) and from the organisations visitor presentations; which take place at the universities.
Secondary research will gather information from sources, other than the organisation directly; to enable the group to obtain an insight into Camp America from a third party perspective (Bhat, 2019). Some of the sources the group intend to put focus on include; past placement student videos (YouTube, 2019), current and former employee reviews from all over the world (Indeed, 2019) and newspaper / magazine articles (Dillon, 2019).

Anticipated Limitations:   Without a direct contact within Camp America, there may be an insufficient amount of information accessible externally for the group to carry out the research thoroughly; particularly with regards to the organisations training programme. 

Other anticipated limitations include lack of specific information in relation to required work documents and visas, and limited third party reviews; restricting the group from obtaining genuine views and opinions from past student experiences, in order to determine the suitability of a placement at Camp America.
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